


History of Wine 
•  People of Jesus’ day drank 

intoxicating wine 
•  People of Jesus’ day did not only 

have intoxicating wine 
•  Wine could be intoxicating or 

non-intoxicating 
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History of Wine 
“Wine” (yayin, Heb.) used 
generically in OT 

•  Mentioned 134x in OT 
•  Intoxicating & non-

intoxicating (fermented & 
unfermented)  
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History of Wine 
“Wine” (oinos, Gr.) used generically in 
NT 

•  Mentioned 33x in NT 
•  Intoxicating & non-intoxicating 

(fermented & unfermented)  
•  Must observe context in which it is 

used. 



4 Factors Essential    
to Fermentation 

1.  There must be sugar matter & yeast 
2.  Temperature can be neither below 10 nor 

above 21 celsius 
3.  Juice must be certain consistency (thick 

syrup will not ferment) 
4.  Amount of yeast must be well regulated 



Preservation of 
unfermented wine

 "If you wish to keep grape juice through the 
whole year, put the grape juice in an 
amphora, seal the stopper with pitch, and 
sink in the pond. Take it out after thirty 
days; it will remain sweet the whole year." 

Cato (234-149 B.C.):   



 "Some grapes will last all through the winter if 
the clusters are hung by a string from the 
ceiling, and others will keep merely in their 
own natural vigor by being stood in 
earthenware jars with casks put over them, and 
packed round with fermenting grape-skins." 

Pliny (A.D. 23-79):   

Preservation of 
unfermented wine



Boiling the juice 
Filtering the pulp 
Sealed jars in cold water 
Fumigating with sulphur 

Other Processes 

Preservation of 
unfermented wine





Bailey’s Dictionary  (1730) 

"Natural WINE, is such as it comes 
from the grape, without any mixture 
or sophistication” 
  
Nowhere does Bailey use the words 
ferment, fermented, fermentation, 
fermented juice, fermented wine. 

 



John Kersey’s General 
English Dictionary  

(London, 1708) 
 “Wine, a liquor made of the juice of 
grapes or other fruits.  Liquor or 
Liquour, anything that is liquid; 
Drink, Juice, etc.  Must, sweet wine, 
newly pressed from the grapes.“ 

 



B.N. Defoe’s “A Complete 
English Dictionary”          

(London, 1735) 
 “WINE, a Liquor made of the 
juice of grapes, or other fruit.  
LIQUOR, anything that is liquid: 
Drink, Juice, Water, etc.“ 

 



Benjamin Martin’s “A New 
English Dictionary” (1748) 

 “WINE, 1. the juice of the grape.  2. 
a liquor extracted from other fruits 
besides the grape.  3. The vapours 
of wine, as wine disturbs his 
reason.  LIQUOR, or LIQUOUR, 
any liquid thing, as water, juice, 
drink, etc.“ 

 



Only in the last 185 years 
has the concept of wine 
meant grape juice must 
be fermented. 



“Intoxication” begins when there 
is enough alcohol in the blood to 
produce perceptible change in a 
given psychological function 
 

Physical Effects 



“Within two or three minutes after 
a few sips of whiskey or beer are 
swallowed, alcohol can be 
detected in the blood.”  
(Dr. Rolla N. Harger, toxicologist) 

Physical Effects 



Serotonin – chemical in the brain which 
makes you cautious & careful 

•  Helps us think before we act 
•  Helps us stay in a good mood 
•  Helps us stay alert and recognize 

dangerous situations 
Alcohol a depressant – blocks Serotonin.  

Physical Effects 



Intoxication comes from 
toxikon    

Physical Effects 



American Medical Association 
 

“…there is no minimum (blood 
alcohol concentrate) which can be 
set at which there will be absolutely 
no effect”  

Physical Effects 





Proverbs 20:1 
•  Negatively effects thinking 
•  Loose tongue 
•  Consider how many fights and 

domestic disturbances have 
occurred  

What Does the 
Bible Say? 



Proverbs 23:29-33 
•  Appears attractive, satisfying 
•  “Redness of eyes” – outward 

display of inner body suffering 
•  Does not say, “drink responsibly” 

– stay away from it 

What Does the 
Bible Say? 



1 Peter 4:1-3 

Drunkenness 
Banquetings   



Drunkenness 
mequskw (methusko)  = to make 
drunk, to grow drunk (Vine’s) 
Entire process of getting drunk 

  (begins with first drink). 
   
  



Banquetings 
“Drinking parties”   (NKJV) 
“Winebibbings” (ASV) 
potoj (potos) = drinking or 

 carousing 
   
  



What About the Marriage 
Feast?? (John 2:1-11) 

6 water pots of 2-3 firkins apiece 
•  1 firkin = approx. 11 gallons 
•  22 – 33 gallons each water pot 
•  132 – 198 gallons total 
•  In addition to the group who had 

already well drunk     (“drunk freely,” 
ASV) 



What About the Marriage 
Feast??(John 2:1-11) 

If Jesus provided intoxicating wine 
at this level, He justified drinking 
oneself into oblivion. 
Character of Jesus would be  called 
into question. 



What About the Marriage 
Feast??(John 2:1-11) 

Would Jesus do anything to cause Him 
to lose control of His mind or help 
others lose control?  
Would Jesus do anything that may be a 
stumbling block to   others?  (1 Cor. 
8:9) 



What About the Marriage 
Feast??(John 2:1-11) 

1 Cor. 6:9-10 
•  Would Christ hinder guests in 

any way from entering Heaven? 
Drunkenness (methusko, mequskw) = 

•  Make drunk; grow drunk 
•  Not just final result but the 

process leading to it 



What About the Marriage 
Feast??(John 2:1-11) 

If Christ knew the amount of wine 
given to each person was intoxicating 
and caused them to be drunk, He 
would be hindering them from the 
opportunity of Heaven – Jesus a 
hypocrite! 



What About the Marriage 
Feast??(John 2:1-11) 

Do not assume “best wine” meant 
fermented. 
Pliny, Plutarch, Horace said best wine 
was non-intoxicating 
Pliny stated, “Good wine is that      
which is destitute of spirit.” 



What About the Marriage 
Feast??(John 2:1-11) 

“Woe unto him that giveth his 
neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle 
to him, and makest him drunken 
also…” (Hab. 2:15) 
Consider:  If one person was affected 
by alcohol…Jesus sinned. 



Matt. 11:19; Luke 7:34 
“…Behold a gluttonous man, and a 
winebibber, a friend of the publicans 
and sinners!” 
	  
Winebibber  
  “given to wine” (Thayer) 
  “wine drinker” (Vine’s) 
  Prov. 23:20 
 
	  



“Likewise must the deacons be 
grave, not doubletongued, not 
given to much wine…” (1 Tim. 
3:8) Is some wine ok? 
“be not over much 
wicked…” (Ecc. 7:17) 

Is some wickedness ok? 
Wicked in moderation? 
Social wickedness? 



Over 55 references to drinking in 
the Bible! 
 
Not one reference 
authorizing or casting 
positive light  



What about 1 Timothy 5:23? 
•  Was not for enjoyment in context 
•  No indication if fermented 

 

“But wine helps your heart” 
•  Anti-oxidents  
•  Found in other juices 
•  Mayo Clinic states the alcohol    

content inconclusive 
•  Resveratrol – skin of grapes 



1 Cor. 12:13 
 “For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond 
or free; and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit” 


