
The Bible: Its 
Transmission

Hebrews 1:1-2



God Communicates

• By the Creation
• By the OT Prophets in speech

• By the OT Prophets in writing

• By Jesus and the Apostles in speech

• By the Holy Spirit in writing



The Bible

• God has given us everything we need – 2 
Pet 1:3

• The Scheme of Redemption

• 66 books
• 1600 year period

• About 40 men

• 2 divisions – Old and New Testaments



Providence

• Bible given miraculously – 2 Tim 3:16
• Bible continues by providence – 1 Cor

1:10

• By the written word
• Human language is used

• The kingdom will stand – Dan 2:44



Accuracy

• The O.T. was carefully and scrupulously 
copied

• Jesus called the O.T. “scripture” – Luke 
4:16-21

• The N.T. was copied and spread 
throughout the world – almost 5,500 
copies in part or whole exist today



Accuracy

• The time from the autograph to the first 
copy of N.T. is about 100 years

• The Bible writers wrote about events they 
witnessed – Genesis being an exception

• Only 643 copies of Homer’s Iliad; 10 
copies of Julius Caesar's Gallic Wars; 
History of Alexander written 400 years 
later



Attempts to Destroy

• Satan has always attempted to destroy 
God’s Word – Gen 3:4
• Emporer Diocletian (AD303-306); 

Catholic church; Nazi Germany; 
Communist Russia
• False doctrines such as: Pietism; Deism; 

Materialism; Naturalism; Skepticism; 
Atheism; Agnosticism; Existentialism



Attempts to Destroy

• Voltaire and Thomas Paine predicted the 
Bible’s demise – their own printing 
presses used to print copies of the Bible

• 19th Century-present day Theological 
“Scholarship” – stemming from a desire 
for union with others – not unity based 
on God’s Word



The Anvil
Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith’s door,
And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime;

Then looking, I saw upon the floor,
Old hammers, worn with beating years of  time.

“How many anvils have you had,” said I,
“To wear and batter all these hammers so?”

“Just one,” said he, and then with twinkling eye;
“The anvil wears the hammers out, ye know.”

And so, thought I, the anvil of  God’s Word,
For ages skeptic blows have beat upon;

Yet though the noise of  falling blows was heard
The anvil is unharmed…the hammers gone.

John Clifford (1836-1923)


