Privileged to Serve

Morning Worship
Announcements: Sibio Farrington
Song Leader: Chad Futrell

Opening Prayer: Ben Grant

Lord’s Table:

Presiding: Kyle Pool

Assisting: Tyler Christian
Luka Herrera

Sermon: Byran Hatcher

Closing P: Alex Freshley

Those serving Wednesday

Teacher: Byran Hatcher
Announcements: Byran Hatcher
Devotional: Chad Futrell

Song Leader: Byran Hatcher

Closing Prayer:  Phil Byrd

Pantry Item
Canned Tuna

Sermon Notes
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Byran Hatcher
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“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Calling On The Name Of The Lord

People interested in obeying God are familiar with the phrase
“calling on the name of the Lord.” That exact wording is found only in
Acts 22:16. However, variations such as “call(s, -ing, -ed) on the name
of the LORD?” are plentiful and attest to the importance of this
expression. The first instance is found in Genesis 4:26 where Moses
recorded, “And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he
called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the
LORD.” The context does not explain exactly what this means. A
study of other passages using this phrase give a better indication of
what is meant.

The second occurrence of the phrase is in Genesis 12:8. Here
we read of Abram. “And he removed from thence unto a mountain on
the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west,
and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD,
and called upon the name of the LORD.” This shows worship is
connected with calling upon the name of the LORD.

Other passages show it refers to making a request of God.
When Naaman the leper was instructed to wash in the Jordan seven
times he remarked, “Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to
me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike
his hand over the place, and recover the leper” (II Kings 5:11). Psalm
99 clearly shows prayer is meant by this expression: “Moses and
Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among them that call upon his
name; they called upon the LORD, and he answered them” (Psalm
99:5).

Calling on the name of the LORD includes praise, thanksgiving
and service. The following three passages demonstrate this: “O give
thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds
among the people” (Psalm 105:1). “And in that day shall ye say,
Praise the LORD, call upon his name, declare his doings among the
people, make mention that his name is exalted” (Isa. 12:4). “O LORD,
truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine
handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds. I will offer to thee the
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sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the LORD. I will pay my vows
unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people” (Psalm 116:16-18).

In the Old Testament, calling on the name of the Lord is likewise associated with
salvation. “Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my
soul. I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD” (Psalm
116:4,13). “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD
shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD
hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call” (Joel 2:32).

In the New Testament, calling on the name of the Lord is also linked to salvation.
On the day the church was established, Peter was preaching the Gospel of Christ. In his
discourse he cited Joel 2:32 and proved Jesus is the Savior (Acts 2:21ff). Peter’s preaching
was interrupted when his audience asked, “What shall we do” (Acts 2:37)? The implication
is, “What shall we do...to avoid God’s wrath for crucifying His Son” (Acts 2:36)? By
inspiration of the Holy Spirit the apostle declared, “Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38; cf. 2:4).

Paul wrote that calling on the name of the Lord brings salvation (Rom. 10:13). But, what
does this mean? Does it mean the alien sinner need only pray for forgiveness? Saul of
Tarsus, later known as the apostle Paul, learned prayer was insufficient to obtain
salvation. After fasting and praying for three days he heard Ananias say, “And now why
tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord” (Acts 22:16; cf. Acts 9:9-11). Today, the lost sinner calls on the name of the Lord
when he repents and is baptized.

Calling on the name of the Lord is clearly more than just praying for forgiveness.
The Lord Jesus indicated some who acknowledge him as Lord will find their profession is
in vain. Jesus taught, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the

kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will
I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt.
7:21-23). Not everyone who calls Jesus Lord is telling the truth. On another occasion Jesus
asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say” (Luke 6:46)?

Followers of Christ who call Him Lord and do what He says are the ones who really
call on the name of the Lord. They prove it as they worship in spirit and in truth, by their
fervent and sincere prayers and through their praise, thanksgiving and service they render
as they work out their own salvation with fear and trembling (Phil 2:12).

-BTH

Family News and Notes

Jan Keen is continuing her cancer treatments. Debbie Smith is having some
health problems. John McDougle, Geraldine Harrington’s uncle, is not doing
well. Carole Pearson, Dave Carver’s cousin is still recuperating from a stroke and
hurricane damage to her home. Margaret Langston is in Carolina Inn. Carlton
Norris, Jeanette Freshley’s dad, is in hospice care & had to go to the ER last
week. Linda Jenkins’ son, Shannon, is struggling with mental health issues. Kim
Perkins’ parents need prayers.

Fishers’ of Men class continues today! Class is going well and there are several
Bible studies being conducted as a result. Please pray for those in Bible Studies -
teachers and students!

Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vicky Carver, Wade & Sandra Hedgepeth,
Barry & Melany Hatcher, Frances Salaz, Linda Hernandez, and the Davis
family.

Dustin Pool is looking for a new pulpit or youth minister position. If you know of a
congregation that is hiring, please talk with Brother Hatcher.

Bible Reading Plan

By the Numbers
Weekly Attendance for 2/23 B.C.: 30 Daily Bible Readers:
14 Chapters Read: 325 Worship: 56 Wednesday: 29

Mar 2 Mar 3 Mar 4 Mar 5 Mar 6 Mar 7 Mar 8
Nu 4-5 Nu 6-7 Nu 8-9 Nu 10-11 Nu 12-13 Nu 14-15 Nu 16-17
Luke 22 Luke 23 Luke 24 John 1 John 2 John 3 John 4

Events

New Education Quarter: begins today. Books for Wed. Night Adult class will be handed
out this Wednesday night. Please read 1 Corinthians 1.

Men’s Lunch: Friday March 7 at Golden Corral @ 11am.

Farewell Fellowship Meal: In honor of Jacob and Katie Clark. Potluck next Sunday after
morning worship.
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