Privileged to Serve

Morning Worship
Announcements: Byran Hatcher
Song Leader: Chad Futrell

Opening Prayer: Kyle Pool

Lord’s Table:
Presiding: Ricardo Alvillar
Assisting: Phil Byrd

John Patchell
Sermon: Byran Hatcher
Closing P: Jacob Clark

Those serving Wednesday
Opening Prayer: Chad Futrell
Teacher: Chad Futrell
Announcements: Byran Hatcher
Song Leader: Chad Futrell

Closing Prayer:  Phil Byrd

Pantry Item
Canned Corn
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“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Questions About Jesus and His Deity
By Roger Campbell

“Jesus,” known as “the Christ,” is named in the text of the
Greek New Testament 972 times [Smith’s Greek-English
Concordance, p.2424]. Jesus is mentioned in the very first verse of the
New Testament (Matt. 1:1), as well as in the New Testament’s very last
verse (Rev. 22:21). It is no secret that Jesus, plus the salvation that is
available to mankind through Him, are the focal points of the entire
message of the Bible.

People today often ask questions about Jesus. Some ask them
simply out of curiosity. Others ask about Him with a sincere desire to
learn the truth. Yet another category of people asks questions about
our Lord in such a way that it is obvious that their questions are
intended to cause confusion, reflect on the reliability of what the Bible
says, or else cause people to waver in their commitment to accept
exactly what the Bible record states about our Savior.

The New Testament clearly teaches that Jesus is God, meaning
that He possesses the characteristics of the Godhead. Jesus’ deity is
set forth in a number of passages, including the fact that Jesus
accepted what Thomas said about Him. Thomas proclaimed, “My
Lord and my God” (John 20:28). Hebrews 1:8 records that the Father
called Jesus “God.” Satan, however, has always tried to cause men,
women, and children to doubt the reality that Jesus really was
Emmanuel, meaning “God with us” (Matt. 1:23). In this article I want
to consider three questions that are sometimes asked about the Son of
God and His deity.

How could Jesus be God in the flesh? How could a divine Being
become a human? A: The Bible says that “the Word was God” (John
1:1). To whom or what does “the Word” have reference? John 1:14
says, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full
of grace and truth.” This verse identifies “the Word” as being “the
only begotten of the Father,” who is Jesus (John 3:16). Thus, the three
statements in John 1:1 about “the Word” (that He was in the




beginning, that He was with God, and that He was God) are in reference to the Christ.
Since the Word was God, coupled with the fact that “the Word was made flesh,” then it
must be the case that God was made flesh.

The Bible says, “God was manifest in the flesh...believed on in the world, received
up into glory” (I Tim. 3:16). This points to the incarnation of Jesus. The Bible also says of
Jesus, “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). Despite such plain declarations, some
in the first century denied that the Messiah came in the flesh. The Holy Spirit calls such
deniers “antichrists” (II John 7; I John 4:3). Such denials, though, cannot change what
really took place. As we noted earlier, when Jesus lived in the flesh, He was “God with us”
(Matt. 1:23). Thus, though He was in a human body, He was still God.

God is eternal, without beginning and without end. Jesus died. If Jesus is God,
then that means that God died. How could God die? A: God the Father did not, and could
not, die. But the same is not true for God the Son. Why? Jesus did die: “Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures” (I Cor. 15:3). Jesus willingly became a man. In doing so,
He temporarily made Himself a little lower than the angels (Heb. 2:9). In what sense was
He “lower” than angels? Simply by virtue of the fact that He came to live in this world of
sin and in the end be put to death. Angels do not endure such. Why did Jesus temporarily
take on a position that was lower than the created beings known as angels? In order to
suffer death for all humanity (Heb. 2:9).

Because Jesus “was made in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:7), then it was necessary
for Him to go through physical death like all other men do (Heb. 9:27). Looking at it
another way, because Jesus came to be the Savior of fleshly people, then He Himself took
on the form of flesh and blood (Heb. 2:14,17). When Jesus died, He did not cease to exist.
The part of Him that died was His physical body, which was in the grave for three days.
However, His spirit continued to live, even when His body was in the tomb (Acts 2:24-27).
If Jesus is God, then why did He say that the Father is greater than He is? A:
John 14:28 says, “I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.” In I Corinthians
11:3 it is also written, “...the head of Christ is God.” As we already noted, Jesus, in coming
to the earth and living as a man and in the form of a servant (Phil. 2:7), was willing
temporarily to be “made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death” (Heb.
2:9).

By coming to earth, Jesus willingly took on a lower position than the Father in that
God the Father never personally came to live in the flesh. However, while in the flesh,

Jesus was still the “I AM” (John 8:58)! When talking about His divine nature, Jesus said,

“I and my Father are one” (John 10:30). When speaking about His human nature/
existence, Jesus said that the Father was greater (John 14:28).

Family News and Notes

Jan Keen had surgery Friday and waiting to go to the oncologist. Ellen Brantley
is in CFVRMC Rehab for the next few weeks, recovering from a stroke. We
continue to grieve with Kim, Tyler, and Cameron Christian. Brittany Hunt,
coworker of Julie Carver, is not doing well. Kylie, granddaughter of Dale and
Carolyn Wiles, still needs prayer. Margaret Langston is in Carolina Inn. Paula
Perrin is continuing her chemotherapy. Brother Norris, Jeanette Freshley’s dad
is scheduled for consultation on recent PET scan. Linda Jenkins’ son, Shannon,
is struggling with mental health issues. Kim Perkins’ father is doing a little better.
Wade Hedgepeth’s brother, Dwight, has some health challenges. Frances Salaz
is going through chemo for her cancer. Linda Hernandez is shut in at home.
Pray for our world leaders at this time. Active military: Pray for all active duty
military members, several are on deplyoment. Remember to pray for their families
as well. We have 6 active duty members here at Cape Fear.

Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vicky Carver, Sandra Hedgepeth, Barry &
Melany Hatcher, and the Davis family. Please pray for those in Bible Studies -
teachers and students!

Bible Reading Plan

By the Numbers
Attendance week of 4/14/24 Daily Bible Readers: 13  Chapters Read: 267
B.C.: 49 A.M.: Worship: 65 Wed.: 40

Apr 21 Apr 22 Apr 23 Apr 24 Apr 25 Apr 26 Apr 27
1 Ki 3-4 1 Ki 5-6 1Ki7-8 1 Ki9-10 1Ki11-12  1Ki13-14 1Ki15-17
Events

Men’s Training: Saturday April 27th at 9am at the church building.

Teacher’s Luncheon & Meeting: Sunday, April 28. Please let Byran know if you are
coming.

Lectureship @ Sheffield Drive: Saturday, May 4th, 9-3, Rocky Mount, NC.

Field Day: May 4th to Help the School of Hope. See Amy Sparks for details
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