
The  

Cape Fear Crier 
“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon Notes
A Higher Law

I. The ____________

II. The __________ Kingdom

III. No _______, No ________

Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Dustin Pool


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Carlos Boles


Assisting:	 Ricardo Alvillar

	               Kyle Pool

	               Dale Wiles


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   Stephen Blanford


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Kyle Pool


Opening Prayer:	 Chad Futrell


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Brynn Hatcher


Closing Prayer:    Tyler Christian


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Tyler Christian


Reading:		 Pro. 31:22-31


Invitation:	 Byran Hatcher
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Pantry Item 
Pears

Salvation By Faith or Works? 
 Martin Luther called the epistle of James, "an epistle of straw," 
largely because of the concepts of faith and works. Beginning with Luther, the 
beautifully harmonious Bible teaching of faith and works has been a major 
problem and matter of misunderstanding among most sectarian churches. 
The infatuation with "faith only" has absorbed too many. This enigma has 
even infiltrated the Lord's church; a clear statement of the confusion is as 
follows: "Whatever we say about baptism or a 'plan of salvation,' we must 
place it within the context of a free gift from God. We cannot do anything to 
be saved, not if it is a free gift...It is clear that we are justified by what God 
has done for us, not by what we have done. We are not saved by obeying 
commandments; we obey commandments because we are saved. We do no 
works to be saved; we work because we are saved...We do not do baptism as a 
work on our part. It is rather something done to us...." 
        No Christian should deny that salvation is by grace (Eph. 2:5; Titus 
2:11-12). Nor should there be any debate on whether salvation is by faith 
(Eph. 2:8; Heb. 11:6; John 3:16; John 8:24; Rom. 10:9). The question has 
never been “does faith save or does grace save?” The dispute is, does faith (or 
grace) ALONE save (of course, by definition, if one of the two saves alone, 
then the other is automatically excluded). Look at faith "alone" in James 
2:14-26: in verse 14, the rhetorical question "Can faith save him?" is 
obviously answered, “no." In vs.15-16, James insists that works are needed, 
and if not forthcoming (v.17), then faith is dead, being alone. James then 
notes that the devils believe. The Greek word for believe is the same as used 
for a Christian's belief; the difference between the devil's faith and the 
Christian's faith is works! Faith only is the possession of devils -- it is 
amazing anyone would claim that faith alone could save. In verse 21, James 
gives an interesting perplexity that no "faith (or grace) only" advocate has the 
ability to solve, and was the enigma that Luther could not resolve that led 
him to his condemnation of James. In Romans 4:3, Paul says that Abraham 
was justified by faith without works and then quotes Genesis 15:6 in 
confirmation. In James 2:23, James says Abraham was justified by works, 
and then quotes Genesis 15:6 as confirmation! Unless one “rightly divides” 
faith and works, this puzzle is unsolvable. Then in verses 24-26, James flatly 
states that justification comes by works and not by faith only. Those words 
are plainly in Scripture and we believe them.  
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        What does the Bible teach about works? Some works cannot save (Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 3:20; 2 
Tim. 1:9; Gal. 5:19-21). Yet, there are some works that are required by God: "In every nation, he 
that feareth him, and worketh righteousness is accepted with him" (Acts 10:35). Note also the 
interesting problem created by Titus 3:5 and Acts 10:35: Paul wrote, "not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us." Luke penned, “he... 
that worketh righteousness is accepted with him." What is the answer to this mystery? John 
6:28-29 adds one more thought: "Then said they unto him, What shall we do that we might work 
the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath sent." The answer is there are works that cannot save and works that can! The 
works of man -- his own "plans of salvation," his meritorious deeds, his piling up of good actions -- 
are ineffectual towards salvation. But those commandments which God gives us -- His works, 
works of obedience -- ARE necessary for eternal bliss. Jesus considered even faith a work! Not a 
work of man, though man must believe, but a commandment, a LAW, a work of God required for 
man to please Him. (The key to Acts 10:35 versus Titus 3:5 is Paul's phrase in the latter, "which we 
ourselves have done")! If our works are done to earn salvation, they will fall short. They must be 
performed to glorify God (Matt. 5:16; 1 Peter 2:12). These works show our love and appreciation for 
God, and while they are insufficient, in and of themselves, to save, we cannot be saved without 
them.  
        The Scriptural examples of this principle are abundant. Hebrews 11:30 states that the walls of 
Jericho fell by faith after they had been compassed about for seven days. If one reads Joshua 6, he 
will find God saying to the great military leader of Israel, "See, I have given into thine hand 
Jericho" (v.2). Jericho was a gift (grace) of God to the people. He then proceeds to tell them exactly 
what they had to do to receive this gift of grace. And, by faith, the people did exactly what God said 
do, and when they had finished, when they had done ALL that God commanded, the walls fell. If 
Joshua reasoned the way some "enlightened" ones do today, he might well have been confused. 
However, Joshua had no problem understanding grace, faith, and works. Walled cities are not 
earned by traipsing around them, blowing horns, and shouting; no other city in history has been 
conquered that way. Thus, Israel did not earn Jericho; God gave it to them by faith, but they had to 
prove they believed in Him. Thus, the test came by their obedience. The plan of salvation works on 
the same principle. God has always demanded that the faithful prove their obedience by doing 
things He asked of them, ”His works of righteousness."  
        Since God is righteous, then all He commands is righteous as well. We have not earned 
salvation by obedience, we are accepting God in His way, on His terms, fully believing that if we will 
do as He requests, He will deliver the blessings He has promised. - BTH

NOTE: If you have any questions about the upcoming building project, please write those 
questions down and put in the wooden box in the foyer, or hand to an elder. Let us hear from you!

Family News and Notes 
Phil Byrd’s dad passed away recently. Becky Pool’s mother, Ida Miller, is experiencing 
some health challenges and causing a lot of pain. Frances Salaz is not doing well at this 
time. John Williams remains in severe pain with his knee and ankle. Keep Rick and 
Robin Caldwell in your prayers. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious 
chronic health concerns at this time. Gay Mathis is in room is #315 in Autumn Care. Sam 
Eads, Byran’s grandfather, responded well to chemotherapy. His second round began 
last week. Continue to remember Vera West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda 
Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing 
well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing 
well at this time. Tylia also is going through a difficult time. Active military: Pray for our 
active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s 
notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Raleigh Women’s Prison), and 
Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Elders’ & Deacons’ Meeting: this afternoon at 3:30pm


Mens’ lunch: this Thursday at Golden Corral @ 11:30am


Ladies’ Day: at Cary, Saturday March 7th. See Sherri if you want to go.


Carolina Mens’ Fellowship: March 14th. See bulletin board for details. See Chad if you 
would like to go.

By the Numbers 
Attendance 2/2/20

Bible Class: 54	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 82	 	 P.M. Worship: 36

Contribution: $4,254.27	 	 DB Readers: 13	 	 Chapters Read: 242

Special Recognition 
Two special people have come back home to Cape Fear! Welcome back to Sarah Jennen 
and Trevor Moore. Sarah was working in Cambodia and Trevor was on deployment. Glad 
to have them both back home. 
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