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Cape Fear Crier 
“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon Notes
Defend!

I. __________ of Disbelief

II. __________ of Disbelief

III. __________ of Disbelief

Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Byran Hatcher


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Scot Parchman


Assisting:	 Phil Byrd

	               Sibio Farrington

	               Steve Pool


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   Gesna Davis


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Kyle Pool


Opening Prayer:	 Chad Futrell


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Dustin Pool


Closing Prayer:    Brynn Hatcher


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Brynn Hatcher


Reading:		 Pro. 31:1-7


Invitation:	 Byran Hatcher
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Pantry Item 
Ravioli

The Biblical Mandate to Defend the Gospel 
By: Kyle Butt 

 We must defend God and His Word with reason via logically 
sound arguments because God has provided legitimate reasons for 
believing in Him, and likewise has commanded us to present those 
same reasons to others. The apostle Peter wrote: “But sanctify the 
Lord God in your heart, and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15, emp. added). Peter not only provides 
a good reason to defend the Gospel rationally (i.e. because God 
commanded it), but also gives us a set of guidelines to follow in our 
defense of that Gospel. 
  First, in order to defend the Word properly, we must sanctify 
the Lord in our hearts. As the ASV says, “sanctify in your hearts Christ 
as Lord.” Jesus Christ must sit upon the throne of our hearts, and our 
every thought must be under obedience to His authority. He must 
reign in our hearts as King of kings and Lord of lords, having no 
competition as the Sovereign of our lives. “No one can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he 
will be loyal to the one and despise the other” (Matthew 6:24). Before 
any one of us sets his mind on the defense of the Gospel, he first must 
run a “systems check” on his heart to make sure that he has taken up 
his cross to follow the Messiah. “Examine yourselves as to whether 
you are in the faith. Prove yourselves. Do you not know yourselves 
that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified” (2 
Corinthians 13:5, emp. added). When the Lord assumes His rightful 
place in our hearts—separate from everything else, and more 
respected and honored than anyone or anything else—then and only 
then will we be prepared to defend His cause! 
 Second, we must be ready to give a defense. We do not live in 
an age when we can take no thought as to how we should answer 
critics of the Cross. The Holy Spirit will not lay on our hearts what we 
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should say, because He has laid it in our hands. The Bible is the perfect Law of Liberty that 
was “once and for all delivered” to the saints (Jude 3). It has been given by God and “is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
In order to defend the Word, we must know the Word. We must study to show ourselves 
approved (2 Timothy 2:15), and give attention to the reading of it (Acts 17:11). If a person 
thinks that he can defend Christianity without having studied diligently God’s Word, he is 
sorely mistaken. The following anecdotal account illustrates this point. 
 Finally, we are to give our answer with meekness and fear. The meekness and fear 
mentioned in 1 Peter 3:15 were described earlier in verses 3-4. Peter spoke to women and 
said: “Do not let your beauty be that outward adorning of arranging the hair, or wearing 
gold, or of putting on fine apparel; but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the 
incorruptible ornament of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of 
God.” But the gentle, quite, meek spirit is not a weak spirit. Rather, the idea is one of a 
huge war stallion dressed in ornate battle regalia, with steamy breath billowing from his 
nostrils and powerful muscles rippling through his body, yet with all his power and force 
brought under control by the bit in his mouth. He is strength under control, force with 
direction and reserve, guided power coupled with might. Such is the meek and quite 
person. His strength and courage shine forth like the rays of the Sun. He is wise, knows 
the Scriptures, and is ready to give an answer for his hope. Yet he does not scream and 
yell; nor does he bully his opponents by his magnificent strength (although he is quite 
capable of doing so). Rather, he controls his tongue and his temper, and answers clearly 
and concisely. And although he knows the truthfulness of his statements, he shows no 
arrogance or haughtiness of spirit, but instead exhibits only true concern for the soul of 
the querist. Fearing the Lord and not men, he gives full credit to his God and humbly, yet 
tactfully, defends the truth—only to be answered by the quiet astonishment and respect 
proffered him by his enemy as well as his ally. He is power under control as was the Lion 
of Judah when He was led as a lamb to the slaughter. 
 In conclusion, apologetics is not reserved for a group of elite, erudite scholars who 
study 16 hours a day. Apologetics is for farmers and pharmacists, preachers and plumbers, 
biochemists and bricklayers. The sixth-grade boy who explains to his friend why cursing is 
wrong, the office worker who explains the importance of baptism to her colleague, and the 
microbiologist who debates evolutionists on the campuses of state colleges all drink from 
the fountain of apologetics. Apologetics, then, is the reasonable defense of New Testament 
Christianity anytime, anywhere, to anyone, using whatever material is suitable for the 
occasion. 

(edited for content. Read the entire article at apologetics press.org)

Family News and Notes 
Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing with various chronic health issues.  
Becky Pool’s mother, Ida Miller, is experiencing some health challenges and causing a 
lot of pain. Frances Salaz is not doing well at this time. John Williams remains in severe 
pain with his knee. Keep Rick and Robin Caldwell in your prayers. Charles and Kim 
Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns at this time. Gay Mathis is in 
room is #315 in Autumn Care. Sam Eads, Byran’s grandfather, responded well to 
chemotherapy and Margaret Eads, Byran’s grandmother remains in the hospital. 
Continue to remember Vera West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams 
brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at 
this time. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at 
this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Active military: Pray for our active 
duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. 
Trevor Moore is deployed overseas. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
3rd Sunday Services: Afternoon service today at 1:00pm; meal on your own, no 5pm 
service


Souper Fellowship: at the Hatchers’ Sunday, January 26th after the evening service


Spring Teachers’ Meeting: February 2nd at 4:00pm, Spring teachers only


NETS: Meeting after the evening service February 2nd


Carolina Mens’ Fellowship: March 13th. See bulletin board for details

By the Numbers 
Attendance 1/12/20

Bible Class: 53	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 92	 	 P.M. Worship: 43

Contribution: $3,3326.51	 	 DB Readers: 14	 	 Chapters Read: 379

Special Recognition 
Thanks to all those that do the “little things” around the building! Your work adds up to be 
a pretty big deal. We would not be able to enjoy our services without your efforts. Keep it 
up!
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