
The  

Cape Fear Crier 
“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon Notes
Examining the Truth

I. God is __________ Perfect

II. Christ is __________

III. The __________ can be Trusted

Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Byran Hatcher


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Scot Parchman


Assisting:	 Brynn Hatcher

	               Dale Wiles

	               Steve Pool


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Abel Abraham


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Kyle Pool


Opening Prayer:	 Chad Futrell


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Dustin Pool


Closing Prayer:    Phil Byrd


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Brynn Hatcher


Reading:		 Pro. 30:17-20


Invitation:	 Byran Hatcher
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Pantry Item 
White Potatoes

Give Your Best 

 As we begin this new year (and decade), let us resolve to 
be diligent in giving God our very best. God expects our best to 
be offered to Him and not our leftovers.  God asked the Jews, 
"And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, is it not evil?  And 
when you offer the lame and sick, is it not evil?” (Malachi 1:8)  It 
is also evil and sinful when we do not give our best to God.  In 
the Old Testament, God commanded the Jews to give to Him 
"the first-fruits of your harvest" (Leviticus 23:10).  God demands 
our best be given to Him today.  We are to "present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice" to the Lord (Romans 12:1).  We are to 
"seek first the kingdom of God" (Matthew 6:33), and "Set your 
mind on things above, not on things on the earth" (Colossians 
3:2), if we expect heaven to be our eternal place of abode.  If our 
treasure is in heaven, "there will your heart be also" (Matthew 
6:21). 
         But when we have given our best to the Lord, we have not 
earned our salvation.   Jesus says, "So likewise you, when you 
have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We 
are unprofitable servants.   We have done what was our duty to 
do’" (Luke 17:10).   We can never do too much for the Lord, but 
we can do too little.   Jesus gives us a parable of the one talent 
man to warn us that we must give God our best according to our 
ability.   Jesus said, "But he who had received one went and dug 
in the ground, and hid his lord’s money…But his lord answered 
and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant…And cast the 
unprofitable servant into the outer darkness.   There will be 
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weeping and gnashing of teeth’" (Matthew 25:18, 26, 30).  We see the tragic end of 
one who did not give his best to the Lord. 
     One man said to Jesus, "Lord I will follow you, but let me first go and bid them 
farewell who are at my house.  But Jesus said to him, ‘No one, having put his hand 
to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God’" (Luke 9:61-62).   A 
question I must ask myself,  “Am I fit for the kingdom of God?”   There are those 
who want to do the bare minimum just to get by.   Some of the bare minimum 
group are the one hour Sunday morning "Christians".   That is the extent of their 
Christianity.   Some members of the church are like visitors who come every now 
and then.   We are "Not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 
manner of some…For if we sin willfully…there no longer remains a sacrifice for 
sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment" (Hebrews 10:25-27).   Those who that 
have a habit of forsaking the assembly of the church are going to be lost since they 
sin willfully and judgment day will be a fearful thing for them. 
 In our monetary giving, we must also give what is first, not our change. We 
are to give "as God has prospered" us (1 Corinthians 16:2), not what we have left 
over - along with our pocket lint. 
 As a congregation, we must give our very best. There are congregations who 
either have an abbreviated service or who cancel their Sunday evening service 
when special days such as Christmas Eve or Christmas occur on a Sunday or 
Wednesday. Governor Felix told the apostle Paul, "when I have a convenient time I 
will call for you" (Acts 24:25).  Christians today are basically saying, "when I have a 
convenient time I will worship you.”   They are putting other things, which they 
consider more important, before the Lord.  Is this acceptable to God? 
         In living the Christian life, so we can be pleasing to God, Jesus says, "And you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength" (Mark 12:30).   Let us make our "calling and 
election sure" (2 Peter 1:10), by giving our best to the Lord, by putting Him first in 
all that we do.   Let us "show the same diligence to the full assurance of the hope 
until the end, that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises" (Hebrews 6:11-12).  Let us make sure we inherit 
the promise of eternal life, by resolving to give God our very best. 

-BTH

Family News and Notes 
Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing with various chronic health issues.  
Becky Pool’s mother, Ida Miller, is experiencing some health challenges and causing a 
lot of pain. Frances Salaz is not doing well at this time. John Williams remains in severe 
pain with his knee. Keep Rick and Robin Caldwell in your prayers. Rick went to Duke on 
Tuesday for a checkup. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health 
concerns at this time. Gay Mathis is in room is #315 in Autumn Care. Sam Eads, Byran’s 
grandfather, is about to start chemo and radiation treatment until March. Continue to 
remember Vera West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, Willie 
“Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia 
Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia 
also struggles with severe back pain. Active military: Pray for our active duty military 
members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Trevor Moore is 
deployed overseas. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Ladies’ Bible Class: resumes Tuesday, January 7th @ 10 am


Mens’ Lunch: Thursday at Golden Corral @ 11:30 am


Elders’ & Deacons’ Meeting: Next Sunday at 3:30 pm


Souper Fellowship: at the Hatchers’ Sunday, January 26th after the evening service
By the Numbers 

Attendance 12/26/19

Bible Class: 35	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 71	 	 P.M. Worship: 27

Contribution: $3,480.00	 	 DB Readers: 25	 	 Chapters Read: 236

Special Recognition 
The Elders want you to have access to the House to House, Heart to Heart publication to 
hand to our visitors. If you see a visitor, please make sure they leave the building with a 
copy! They are in the tract rack for your convenience.
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