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Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Carlos Boles


Assisting:	 Ricardo Alvillar

	               Ben Grant

	               Phil Byrd


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Isaac Williams


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Kyle Pool


Opening Prayer:	 Brynn Hatcher


Sermon:		 Chad Futrell


Lord’s Supper:	 Jon Williams


Closing Prayer:    Tyler Christian


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Brynn Hatcher


Reading:		 Pro. 28:15-21


Invitation:	 Scot Parchman
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Pantry Item 
Peaches

The Reason for the Season 
  
 Thanksgiving Day traditionally marks the beginning of the 
“holiday season.” Certainly some stores have had Christmas 
decorations and other items on the shelves since August, but this is 
the time when businesses and residences are involved decorating 
for the holidays. 
 A sign you might see on a billboard or church sign is the 
ever-popular, “Jesus is the reason for the season.” In one sense I 
totally agree with this sentiment. This holiday actually is proof that 
Jesus of Nazareth, born in Bethlehem of Judah, was an actual 
person. Without Him, there would be no such holiday as 
“Christmas.” 
 However, beyond that fact, Jesus is hardly the reason for the 
season. Consider the history of this holiday. The date of Jesus’ birth 
is unknown. The Scriptures do not give any solid date; the only 
reference to time of year is a census and shepherds are in the fields 
at night with their sheep. Both of which might occur in the Spring 
or Fall. The first time in history when December 25th was used in 
connection to Jesus’ birth is in A.D. 336 in Rome. 
 Interestingly, it was also on this date that the Romans 
celebrated the birth of the sun god in the feast of Saturnalia (for 
whom the planet Saturn is named). This was a tactic used by the 
early church to help evangelize the pagan world. They would blend 
pagan traditions with truth in order to increase their numbers and 
power. 
 The pagans also practiced decorating their homes during the 
winter solstice. They would use evergreen decor (pine and holly) as 
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well as mistletoe. They would also exchange presents, or Yule, during this celebration. 
Another interesting bit of history was the removal of “saints” by the protestants. The 
canonized saints by the Catholic Church were largely removed except a very select few. 
One that survived was Saint Nicholas. He was the patron saint to children - so he got 
to stay. Good ol’ Saint Nick developed into the character known today as Santa Claus. 
And just like the early church and mashing paganism and truth together; I have seen 
Nativity scenes where Santa Claus is present and kneeling at the manger! 
 The Christmas tree has its origins in fifteenth century Germany. Originally the 
tree represented a fir tree containing apples in the paradise from which Adam and Eve 
were expelled. This may explain why many believe that Eve ate an apple (since the 
Bible never names the fruit that was eaten). Christians began setting up trees in their 
homes as a symbol of the coming Savior, and the apples were replaced with white 
wafers representing the communion bread. Later on the bread was replaced with 
pastries cut into shapes such as stars, angels, hearts, and flowers. All of these symbols 
had to do with a portion of paganism’s celebration of the winter solstice. 
 Recognizing the pagan roots of this holiday, is it sinful to participate in such a 
feast? Is it wrong to put up a tree and decorate it and put wrapped presents under it? 
First, consider that it WOULD BE SINFUL to celebrate this holiday as the birth of 
Jesus. No where in Scripture is the Christian authorized to set aside a day to celebrate 
His birth. The Christian should be thankful for His coming to the Earth everyday. The 
Christian IS to celebrate His death, burial, and resurrection every first day of the week 
(Acts 20:7). If it offends your conscience to put up a tree - then do not do it! For your 
conscience sake. But if it does not violate your conscience and it does not cause your 
brother to stumble, then decorate away! 
 Any type of celebration or feast that man might come up with is fine to 
celebrate. Christmas is just another such holiday, or feast day. Whereas it would be 
sinful to make Jesus a “birthday cake” so as to celebrate His birth, it is not sinful to 
take time to be with friends and family. To show appreciation toward one another. 
Just as long as we are consistent in how we handle the blending of the sacred with the 
secular and recognize the difference. 

-BTH

Family News and Notes 
Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing with various chronic health issues.  
John Williams remains in severe pain with his knee. Keep Rick and Robin Caldwell in 
your prayers. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns 
at this time. Gay Mathis is in room is #315 in Autumn Care. Continue to remember Vera 
West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” 
Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s 
parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also 
struggles with severe back pain. Active military: Pray for our active duty military 
members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Trevor Moore is 
deployed overseas. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Elders/Deacons Meeting: Next Sunday at 3:00pm


Gift baskets: please bring items for gift baskets such as candy, toiletry items, etc. They 
will be assembled on December 13th


Ladies’ Tea: There will be a Tea at 2pm on December 14th at the Hatchers’. See Jennifer 
for details


NETS: We will meet tonight after the evening service

By the Numbers 
Attendance 11/24/19

Bible Class: 50	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 79	 	 P.M. Worship: 34

Contribution: $2,884.00	 	 DB Readers: 13	 	 Chapters Read: 243

Special Recognition 
Drill Down for the fall quarter went extremely well. Congratulations to all the students that 
participated. You certainly showed how diligent you have been in your studies. We also 
appreciate all the teachers and parents for their continued involvement.
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