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“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon Notes
The Souls’ Anchor

I. God’s Precious __________

II. God Cannot __________

III. Our __________

Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Carlos Boles


Assisting:	 Scot Parchman

	               Phil Byrd

	               Steve Pool


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Ben Grant


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Jon Williams


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Brynn Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   Wade Hedgepeth


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Byran Hatcher


Scripture:	 Tyler Christian


Reading:		 Pro. 27:8-14


Invitation:	 Chad Futrell
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Pantry Item 
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Keeping the Local Church Strong  By Wade Webster 
A STRONG MILITARY  

 Paul often described the church in terms of a military. He 
encouraged Timothy to “endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ" (2 Tim. 2:3-4) and the saints at Ephesus to “put on the 
whole army of God" (Eph. 6:11). As we examine this image of the 
church, we see some things that will help us to keep the church 
strong. 

DISCIPLINE 
 Discipline is a key to a strong military. Soldiers learn to 
respect rank and to obey orders exactly. Those who disobey are 
disciplined so that they will not to do so again. If one soldier is 
allowed to disobey without discipline, then other soldiers will 
soon do the same. In like manner, congregations who want to 
remain strong today must exercise discipline. Do you recall how 
that sin in the camp weakened the children of Israel at Ai? The 
same soldiers who through faith conquered the great city of 
Jericho fled before the tiny city of Ai. Sin made them weak. The 
same thing was happening in the New Testament with the 
church at Corinth. Paul instructed the church at Corinth to 
purge out the old leaven and to be a new lump (1 Cor. 5:7, 13; cf. 
11:30). Churches today who want to stay strong must 
"withdraw" themselves from "every brother that walketh 
disorderly" (2 Thess. 3:6). Sadly, it has been years since many 
congregations practiced church discipline. For years, the tumor 
of sin has been growing in their midst and sapping their 
strength. Elders, preachers, deacons, and members who want 
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the church to stay strong must be willing to again keep this command. 
TRAINING 

 Strong militaries are well trained. Over and over again soldiers practice 
their assignments so that they can perform them perfectly in the heat of battle. In 
like manner, congregations that want to remain strong today must put a great deal 
of emphasis upon training. Congregations that do not continually train members 
for service become weak over time. Time alone will not do it. In Hebrews, we read, 
"For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as 
have need of milk, and not of strong meat" (Heb. 5:12). Although the Hebrew 
saints had been given sufficient time to develop into teachers, they had not done 
so. They were weak in an area where they could have been strong. In like manner, 
many congregations today are weak in the area of education because they offer 
little or no training to their teachers. Teachers are pressed into service, but are not 
prepared for service. Without the necessary training, teachers become discouraged 
and drop out. Strong congregations are always replenishing their ranks through 
training. No doubt, you recall Paul's instructions for Timothy to commit the word 
that he had heard to "faithful men” who would be "able to teach others also" (2 
Tim. 2:1-2). Please notice that the word was passed from Paul to Timothy, from 
Timothy to faithful men, and from faithful men to others. Not only are many 
congregations today short on teachers because of a lack of training, they are also 
short of elders and deacons for the same reason. Congregations that stay strong are 
congregations that are always preparing men for greater service.  
 If we want to keep the local congregation strong, then we are going to have 
to practice disciple and provide training. If we do not do these things, then we will 
become weak and the enemy will have an advantage over us (2 Cor. 2:11). 
 CONCLUSION: In the course of our study, we have noticed four pictures of 
the church. We have seen the church as a building, a body, a marriage, and a 
military. From each of these inspired pictures, we have gleaned some things that 
will help us to keep the local congregation where we worship and work strong.

Family News and Notes 
A dear friend to Debbie Smith, Maryann Clevenger, has had a number of deaths in her 
family, including her son and father-in-law. Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are 
dealing with various chronic health issues.  John Williams remains in severe pain with his 
knee. Keep Rick and Robin Caldwell in your prayers. Charles and Kim Perkins are 
dealing with serious chronic health concerns at this time. Gay Mathis is in room is #315 
in Autumn Care. Continue to remember Vera West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. 
Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not 
doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not 
doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is in the 
nursing home in Roseboro. Active military: Pray for our active duty military members; they 
could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Trevor Moore is deployed 
overseas. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Teachers Meeting: teachers for the winter quarter will have a meeting before the evening 
service November 3rd at 4pm


NETS: we will meet in the fellowship hall after the evening service this week for the last 
session


Elders and Deacons Meeting: November 10th at 3:30


Drill Down for the quarter: November 27th. Only one month away!


By the Numbers 
Attendance 10/20/19

Bible Class: 41	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 78	 	 P.M. Worship: 43

Contribution: $2,763.00	 	 DB Readers: 10	 	 Chapters Read: 216

Special Recognition 
Our gospel meeting was a success thanks to those diligent in their work! Chad did an 
excellent job leading the singing, some of you invited and brought visitors. Thanks to Scot 
and Sherri for picking up Vicki every night. Thanks to all for your active participation!
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