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“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon Notes
Working for the Lord

I. __________ not __________

II. __________ not __________

III. __________ not __________

Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John WIlliams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Carlos Boles


Assisting:	 Ben Grant

	               Abel Abraham

	               Dustin Pool


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Gesna Davis


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Kyle Pool


Opening Prayer:	 Jon Williams


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Brynn Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   Wade Hedgepeth


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Pro. 27:1-7


Reading:		 Jon Williams


Invitation:	 Byran Hatcher
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Keeping The Local Church Strong (part 2) 
By Wade Webster 

A Strong Marriage 
 Marriage is often used in the New Testament to picture the 
church and her relationship to Christ. As you know, Paul used the 
image extensively in the fifth chapter of Ephesians (Eph. 5:22-32). 
As we examine this image of the church, we will see some powerful 
pointers about how to keep the church strong. 

Time 
 Strong marriages require a great deal of time. Did you know 
that under the Law of Moses men were relieved of military service 
and other duties for one year after taking a wife (Deut. 24:5)? The 
newlyweds had one year to weave their lives together. Clearly, the 
One who instituted marriage understood that strong marriages 
require lots and lots of time. Sadly, many marriages today are 
unraveling because couples aren't spending enough time together. In 
fact, temptations abound because mates spend much more time with 
others than they do with their own mates. 
 I am convinced that the same is happening in the spiritual 
realm. Many congregations today are weak because they are not 
spending enough time with Christ and one another. Although Christ 
has promised to be in the midst of those gathered in His name (Mat. 
18:20), many congregations place little or no emphasis upon church 
assemblies (Heb. 10:25). Elders who are charged with watching the 
flock seem unconcerned by the number of sheep who don't come 
back on Sunday nights and Wednesday nights. Gospel meetings have 
gotten shorter and shorter in most places because members are "too 
busy" to come. Some congregations have even dropped meetings 
altogether. Fellowship gatherings fare little better. While some still 
show up for the food, there is little fellowship that takes place. 
Amazingly, some won't even take time to eat with their brothers and 
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sisters. They dash off to grab something somewhere else. About the only time that most 
Christians see one another is in passing at a worship service. Yet, we wonder why the 
church isn't strong. The first century church was strong because they spent time in 
worship and in fellowship. Luke records, "And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers...And all that believed 
were together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and 
parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart" (Acts 2:42-46). Congregations that want to be strong 
today must spend a great deal of time in worship and fellowship (1Jn 1:3; Eph. 5:19; Col. 
3:16). 

Communication 
 Strong marriages are built on good communication. Couples that hope to be close 
must be willing to communicate their dreams as well as their differences. Good 
communication helps husbands and wives to stay on the same page. Husbands and 
wives who do not communicate well will soon cease to be united as one. In like manner, 
the same is true relative to congregations. Congregations that do not communicate with 
one another are headed for problems. No doubt, you recall that this was at the root of 
Corinth's problems. Paul wrote, "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For 
it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of 
Chloe, that there are contentions among you" (1 Cor. 1:10-11). 
 Communication problems not only threatened carnal congregations like Corinth, 
but also spiritual congregations like Philippi (Phil. 4:2). Congregations who want to stay 
strong today must communicate well. Communication lines must stay open between 
elders, preachers, deacons, and members. 
 If we hope to keep the local congregation where we work and worship strong, 
then we are going to have to spend a lot of time together and communicate well. If we do 
not do these things, then our relationship with the Lord and one another will soon 
become weaker.

Family News and Notes 
Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing with various chronic health issues.  
John Williams remains in severe pain with his knee. Keep Rick and Robin Caldwell in 
your prayers. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns 
at this time. Gay Mathis is in room is #315 in Autumn Care. Continue to remember Vera 
West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” 
Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s 
parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also 
struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is in the nursing home in Roseboro. Active 
military: Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area 
at a moment’s notice. Trevor Moore is deployed overseas. Remember to pray for their 
families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Elders Meeting: 3pm this afternoon


Deacons Meeting: 4pm this afternoon


NETS: we will meet in the fellowship hall after the evening service. Lessons 29-43


Fall Gospel Meeting: October 20-23. Speaker: John Grubb Please sign up for Feed the 
Preacher. The List is on the table in the foyer


By the Numbers 
Attendance 10/6/19

Bible Class: 45	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 59	 	 P.M. Worship: 43

Contribution: $3,184.00	 	 DB Readers: 11	 	 Chapters Read: 210

Special Recognition 
Chad Futrell is such a hard worker in the kingdom! We appreciate all he does for the Cape 
Fear family. Some things we see him doing, leading the singing, teaching, VBS directing, 
etc. But he does a lot more that is not seen. Thanks Chad!
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