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Sermon Notes
An “Ordinary” Faith
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Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Scot Parchman


Assisting:	 Ricardo Alvillar

	               Carlos Boles

	               Steve Pool


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Abel Abraham


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Brynn Hatcher


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Abel Abraham


Closing Prayer:   Wade Hedgepeth


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Pro. 26:15-21


Reading:		 Jon Williams


Invitation:	 Scot Parchman
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Pantry Item 
N/A

A Walk in the Canyon (part 2) 
 Last week there were offered five lessons a hike down into the 
Grand Canyon offered. By way of reminder, those five lessons were: 
 1. God is the creator of all good things.  
 2. Going down is easier than going up.  
 3. Hiking and taking pictures at the same time is dangerous!  
 4. Do not compare yourself to others - ever.  
 5. Experiencing once-in-a-lifetime events with your help meet  
      makes the experience even better. 
 However, these five lessons were not the only ones learned, and 
from which one could benefit. Here are presented yet five more 
lessons one can glean from a trek down from the rim of the Grand 
Canyon. 
 1. A buzzard looks like a beautiful, graceful bird from far away. 
One thing strikes you at the Grand Canyon, the flora and fauna of the 
area is remarkable. From the cacti, Yucca, grasses and scrub trees to 
the ringtail, squirrel, elk and various birds, there is life everywhere! 
This only adds to the beauty and serenity of the Canyon. But then it is 
noticed that an animal has died and a buzzard, or condor,  is quickly 
tearing the carcass apart. This is a lesson all must come to learn: not 
everyone that looks good has my best interest at heart. There is only 
one that can be fully trusted - Jesus Christ. He does love you and 
proved it by going to the cross. 
 2. While going down, do not forget to look back up! Some of the 
great views are not just looking down into or across the vastness of the 
canyon, but after a few hundred feet, looking back up the walls is also 
appealing. The great rocky ledges and small shrubs and flowers that 
have found a foothold scattered on the cliff face give one pause. 
Looking up from below offers a unique scene that should be 
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appreciated and not missed. While it is tempting to see the good in only a few things, avoid 
that temptation and strive to see the good in everything. No, not everything is good, but 
there IS a silver lining, especially when one is a child of the King (Romans 8:28). 
 3. When coming back up, do not fail to appreciate how far one has came. The most 
difficult part of the journey is at the halfway point. It is here that the easy part has ended, 
the “ooh’s and ahh’s” are all done, now it is time to go back up - the hard part. The hardest 
step to take is the first one back to the rim. Do not fall into the trap of thinking it is over! 
Every once in a while look back over the trail and see from where you have come and 
appreciate the fact you have come “this far.” If it is possible to go that far, then it is 
possible to go further. This is just as the journey of faith. Every accountable human being 
has a long way back to the Father and to Heaven. When faced with a difficulty, take a 
moment and appreciate how far God has led you through life, and since you have made it 
this far, He will be faithful to you and lead you through more struggles. 
 4. Even mules have to stop and take a break. To expedite a rim-to-rim hike, or a 
multi-day hike, mules are employed to take supplies from the rim to the river and then 
back to the rim again. One could even ride a mule up and down the trails instead of hiking. 
Several points along the trail are galvanized pipe railing. These can be found where 
bathrooms are also located, places to lay down backpacks, take pictures, and otherwise 
take a break. Hearty, sure-footed mules are given oats and water at these locations to help 
them make the journey. All must be reminded to take a break from time-to-time. No one 
can work all the time. This is an unrealistic expectation for ones self and for others. Even 
our Lord had to take a break because he was found to be a frail human (Philippians 2:5-7). 
He caused His disciples to rest occasionally. Whether a babe in Christ, or mature in the 
faith, realize all have limitations and must rest. 
 5. The passage of time offers a different, yet still spectacular, view. The average 
time to hike the South Kaibab trail from the trailhead down to Skeleton Point and back is 
five hours. The sun travels a great distance across the sky in five hours. The way in which 
the Canyon is cut, produces many shadows. So, depending on what time of day one is 
gazing upon the glory of the Canyon, it gives the onlooker an extraordinary perspective. 
Similarly, each phase in life is just as wonderful as every other phase - just different. There 
is no such thing as a “greatest time in life.” They are all wonderful. Especially when one is 
walking with God. Each time in life presents its set of challenges and yet its beauty. The 
question is: What will you focus on, the difficult or the positive? Choose to look on the 
bright side of life. 

- BTH

Family News and Notes 
Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing with various chronic health issues.  
John Williams remains in severe pain with his knee. Keep Rick and Robin Caldwell in 
your prayers. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns 
at this time. Gay Mathis is in room is #315 in Autumn Care. Continue to remember Vera 
West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” 
Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s 
parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also 
struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is in the nursing home in Roseboro. Active 
military: Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area 
at a moment’s notice. Trevor Moore is deployed overseas. Remember to pray for their 
families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
NETS: we will meet in the fellowship hall after the evening service. Lessons 15-21


Mens’ Lunch: Thursday, October 10th at Golden Corral on Skibo


Fall Gospel Meeting: October 20-23. Speaker: John Grubb


Exposure: If you are 14-22 years old and you want to go to Exposure, see Brynn by 
October 2nd


By the Numbers 
Attendance 9/22/19

Bible Class: 48	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 86	 	 P.M. Worship: 36

Contribution: $3,087.00	 	 DB Readers: 11	 	 Chapters Read: 188

Special Recognition 
We are truly grateful for those who serve, or have served, in our nations’ military. We are 
especially indebted to those that serve who are of the Household of Faith. They not only 
keep this world safe, but are entrenched in spiritual warfare, keeping the Kingdom of God 
safe as well. Thank you for your service!
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