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“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon Notes
His Mercy Endures Forever
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Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Scot Parchman


Assisting:	 Steve Pool

	               Ron Austin

	               Sibio Farrington


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Chad Futrell


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Jon Williams


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Abel Abraham


Closing Prayer:   Brynn Hatcher


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Pro. 25:22-28


Reading:		 Abel Abraham


Invitation:	 Brynn Hatcher
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Pantry Item 
N/A

Predestination: of God or Man? 
 Thrilling and heart touching is Paul's description of God's 
chosen people, "predestinated," (foreordained," ASV), "unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself" (Eph. 1:3-5, 11). 
However, this doctrine has been twisted, perverted and wrenched so 
that its true meaning is largely distorted in the eyes of truth seeking 
people. The conflict which exists over this principle centers between 
the advocates of human free-will, and the advocates of deterministic 
predestination.  
        The position of the latter is given in the Presbyterian Confession 
Of Faith, Chapter 3, sections 3-5, which say, in part: 
"By the decree of God, for the manifestations of his glory, some men 
and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, and others 
foreordained to everlasting death. These angels and men thus 
predestinated and foreordained are particularly and unchangeably 
designed, and their number is so certain and definite that it can not be 
either increased or diminished..." 
        Most influential in spreading this view has been John Calvin 
(1509-1564). His theology, known as Calvinism, which still wields a 
strong influence in the religious world, holds that God, from eternity, 
has predetermined every individual who will ever be saved or lost, and 
denies man has free will. So that, if you are among the "non-elect" you 
cannot be saved, and if you are among the "elect" you cannot be lost.  
        Did God arbitrarily predetermine the eternal destiny of every 
person? Many insist that he did and that man can do absolutely 
nothing to save his own soul. I must insist, however, that God does not 
work that way and that the Bible teaches that salvation is conditioned 
upon our obedience to God's will (Matt. 7:21; Mark 16:16; Heb. 5:9).  
        Three Calvinistic Proof Texts: 
        1. Romans 8:28-30. "And we know that all things work together 
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for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified."  
        This section of scripture is often relied upon by those who wish to insist that God 
foreknew those individuals who would be saved, and he accepted them by arbitrary 
predetermination. The simple truth of this passage is that God foresaw in his purpose (v.
28) that certain persons would obey him; that they would comply with the conditions of 
justification through Christ, and be saved according to God's redemptive plan. He knew 
that there would be an obedient class of individuals, as there always has been, and thus, 
Biblical predestination is of character and not of persons arbitrarily selected.  
        2. Romans 9:10-13. "And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, 
even by our father Isaac; (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any 
good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but 
of him that calleth;) It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is written, 
Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated."  
        Calvinists are proud to know that God chose Jacob over Esau. To them, such an act of 
the Divine will bolsters their whole contention. There is no hint here, however, of 
individual predetermination as pertaining to personal salvation. It is simply a description 
of God's sovereign right to choose Israel over Edom through whom the Redeemer should 
come.  
       3.  Acts 13:48. "And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the 
word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed."  
        The word, "ordained" may also mean, "determined, or, wanted." That is, these are 
those who wanted eternal life. The context shows that Paul is contrasting the unbelieving 
Jews (vs.45-46) with the open minded Gentiles (v.48). It simply means that the Gentiles 
were interested in God's system of salvation through Christ, whereas, many of the Jews 
and the Judaizinig teachers were not. The effort of some to make these, and other New 
Testament texts, teach an arbitrary salvation technique employed by God is to completely 
miss the point of Biblical predestination. It is an effort to force a false doctrine in 
contradiction to what the Bible says in other places about the free-will of man. It is a 
doctrine out of harmony with the fact that God is no face receiver (Rom. 2:11).  
        No serious student of the Bible denies Biblical predestination. It is denied, however, 
that God elected certain ones regardless of character to be saved, and others to be lost, 
denying human freedom.   

 - BTH 

Family News and Notes 
Rick Caldwell is doing much better. Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing 
with various chronic health issues.  John Williams remains in severe pain with his knee. 
Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns at this time. 
Gay Mathis is in room is #315 in Autumn Care. Continue to remember Vera West and her 
sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs 
our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter 
and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe 
back pain. Rudy Gray is in the nursing home in Roseboro. Active military: Pray for our 
active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s 
notice. Trevor Moore is deployed overseas. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
NETS: we will meet in the fellowship hall tonight after the evening service


Fellowship Sunday: Next Sunday will be our monthly fellowship meal followed by the 
singing service at 12:30. There will be no 5pm service next week


Fall Gospel Meeting: October 20-23. Speaker: John GrubbBy the Numbers 
Attendance 9/1/19

Bible Class: 40	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 70	 	 P.M. Worship: 44

Contribution: $3,712.00	 	 DB Readers: 12	 	 Chapters Read: 166

Special Recognition 
Our new quarter began last week. Thanks to all our teachers for the great job they do in 
getting prepared for this and every quarter.
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