
The  

Cape Fear Crier 
“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon Notes
Divided Allegiance

I. God vs. ____________

II. God vs. ____________

III.  God vs. ____________

Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Scot Parchman


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Carlos Boles


Assisting:	 Kyle Pool

	               Gesna Davis

	               Ben Grant


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Abel Abraham


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John WIlliams


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Jon Williams


Closing Prayer:   Wade Hedgepeth


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Pro. 25:8-14


Reading:		 Jon Williams


Invitation:	 Scot Parchman
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Pantry Item 
N/A

The False Cry of “Legalist” 

 There are those in the religious world, and, unfortunately, 
those even in the church, that have the idea all those that want a 
standard for everyone are “legalistic.” Is this really the case? Does 
appealing to a standard and then using that standard as a measuring 
stick really a part of legalism? If so, then Jesus was a legalist and so 
many of the other faithful found within the pages of the Bible. 
 Faithfulness is when one is loyal, constant, and steadfast. 
When the Christian is faithful to God, he obeys even when the 
circumstances suggest that would not be in his best interest to do so. 
Righteousness is doing what is right. If being faithful and righteous is 
the same as being legalistic, then God would be on trial. The Lord’s 
name is Faithful and True (Revelation 19:11); meaning those are his 
core characteristics. The prophet Daniel wrote about God’s fidelity to 
the Children of Israel when he penned “…for the LORD our God is 
righteous in all His works which He doeth” (Daniel 9:14). 
 If God is faithful and righteous, then man must be as well. 
Peter noted as much when he proclaimed, “…Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of person, But in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:34,35). 
John, too, stated, “Little children, let no man deceive you: he that 
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous” (1 John 3:7). 
Being righteous obviously involves obedience to the commands of 
God. Does teaching that others must be righteous too, make one a 
"legalist?" Certainly not. 
 Outcries of "legalism" serve as a convenient smoke screen to 
justify departure from the faith and to cloak innovations 
(unauthorized changes) in the Lord's church. Yes, we must avoid 
legalism; but, do not allow the weak and false to claim that God's 
demand for obedience is the same as legalism. Let us not mistake 
legalism for loving obedience to the will of God in every aspect of our 
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lives. Let us carefully do ALL things which are commanded (Luke 17:10) recalling Jesus' 
words in Luke 6:46: “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 
say?”Let us stake our lives upon the grace of God — but then let's love Him — 
remembering that, "This is the love of God, that we keep his commandments" (1 John 5:3). 
Brethren, that is not legalism, that is love! 
 Abraham understood that his obedience equated to his love for Almighty God. 
(Gen. 26:5; Heb. 11:8). He loved God with a faith so strong, he was willing to sacrifice his 
own son. Moses, too, grasped the concept that one’s obedience to God was the same as 
one’s love for Him (Deut. 4:2; 6:17; 11:8,13,22,27-28). Joshua knew full well the 
relationship of obedience to love. (Josh. 23:6; 24:14-15). John understood it (1 John 5:3), 
and, finally, Paul understood it (Rom. 6:16-17). What Bible believer and lover of all Godly 
men and women of the Bible would call them “legalistic?” 
 Those that lay such false charges against the people of God are like those of today 
claiming their political opponents are “racist.” It grabs headlines. It draws lines in the 
sand. It divides and sets people at odds with one another. But it NEVER addresses the real 
issue. 
 When someone says that you, or those that stand for the truth are legalistic, just 
know that legalism is NOT: 1) Defending the faith (Phil 4:1). 2) Contending earnestly for 
the faith (Jude 3). 3) Warning of false teachers and/or false doctrine. 4) "Marking" those 
who cause division with their false teaching and/or practices (Rom. 16:17). 5) Warning 
others about a brother who is promoting a doctrine, publicly and/or in print, which will 
send his soul and those who accept his teaching to hell. 6) Teaching sound doctrine on 
subjects such as: the distinctiveness of the Lord's church (Eph. 4:4-6); the necessity of 
baptism for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38); and the necessity for authority in everything 
we say and do (Col. 3:17).  
 Brethren and friends, there must be balance in our preaching and in our lives. 
BUT, we must be sure that it is the balance of the New Testament. Let us avoid any 
extremes or “hobby horses” in our teaching; but, let us not be deterred by the false charges 
of "legalism" just because we teach that one must lovingly, and sincerely obey all of God's 
commandments. 

- BTH 

Family News and Notes 
Rick Caldwell is doing much better after his episode last Sunday morning. Doreen Neely 
& Claudia Farrington are dealing with various chronic health issues.  John Williams 
remains in severe pain with his knee. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious 
chronic health concerns at this time. Gay Mathis is in room is #315 in Autumn Care. 
Continue to remember Vera West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams 
brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at 
this time. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at 
this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is in the nursing home in 
Roseboro. Active military: Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called 
to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Trevor Moore is deployed overseas. Remember to 
pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
CCSOP: We resume classes this week. I will be teaching Fishers’ of Men


Fall Quarter: promotion time and the fall quarter begins Sept 1. Drill Down is Wednesday


NETS: there will be a BRIEF NETS meeting tonight after the evening service, down front


Mens’ Lunch: Thursday, Sept 5th at Golden Corral at 11:30am


Fall Gospel Meeting: October 20-23. Speaker: John Grubb

By the Numbers 
Attendance 8/18/19

Bible Class: 48	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 77	 	 P.M. Worship: 

Contribution: $3,929.75	 	 DB Readers: 10	 	 Chapters Read: 187

Special Recognition 
We had a scary situation last week in worship. We are so glad that Rick is doing much 
better. I was so encouraged to see the cooperation of all our members in such an 
emergency situation.
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