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Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Brian Godfrey


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Phil Byrd


Assisting:	 Sibio Farrington

	               Ricardo Alvillar

	               Steve Pool


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Jon Williams


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Kyle Pool


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Jon Williams


Closing Prayer:   Brynn Hatcher


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Byran Hatcher


Scripture:	 Pro 21:15-21


Reading:		 Tyler Christian


Invitation:	 Chad Futrell
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Biblical Authority and the Use of the 
Instrument in Worship to God … (cont’d) 

  
 Last week we considered two Biblical principles of authority as 
to why using the mechanical instrument in worship is sinful. The first 
principle was, whatever is not authorized to be done is excluded, also 
referred to as the Law of Exclusion. The second principle was, the use 
of mechanical instruments of music in the worship is an addition to 
the word of God.  

OBEDIENCE 
 We now conclude with two further principles of authority. The 
first is obedience. Obedience is defined as "doing what God says to 
do." This is what God expects out of His creatures. If man obeys God, 
God has promised great rewards. The obedient truly know God (I 
John 2:3-5). The obedient have Jesus Christ as their Savior (Heb. 5:8- 
9). The obedient have a place awaiting them in heaven (Matt. 7:21; 
Rev. 22:14).  
 The issue of mechanical instruments of music in worship 
involves obedience. When one obeys God, he does what God says to 
do. God has said "to sing." The obedient will sing. They will not play 
an instrument. They will not sing and play. They will not hum. They 
will not whistle. They will not clap. They will obey God by singing 
only.  

DISOBEDIENCE  
 Many individuals, however, will continue to use the instrument 
of music. Some might share this article with a loved one that attends 
services where the instrument is used, and regardless of the pleas to 
stop, they will insist it continue. This brings us to our last biblical 
principle, disobedience. In the eyes of God, it is a heinous crime to 
stubbornly rebel against His will. In Genesis 4, two men came to 
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worship God. One brought his offering from the flock. The other brought his offering from 
the fruit of the ground. One offering God accepted; one He refused. Abel had offered his 
offering by faith which comes from hearing God's word (Heb. 11:4; Rom. 10:17). "And the 
Lord had respect unto Abel and his offering" (Gen. 4:4). Cain disobeyed, "and to his 
offering he had not respect" (Gen. 4:5). God had set a certain standard for worship. Cain 
did not abide by that standard, and his offering was unacceptable to God. God will not, yea 
cannot, tolerate disobedience.  
 These words will cause some individuals to get upset and angry. This is not 
surprising. Cain also "was very wroth, and his countenance fell" (Gen. 4:5). To these 
individuals, we let the Lord himself respond. "Why art thou wroth? and why is thou 
countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted" (Gen. 4:6-7)? 

CONCLUSION  
 Six Biblical principles are at the heart of the exclusion of mechanical instruments 
of music from our worship services. None of these principles requires one to be extremely 
well-educated to understand it. This has been the contention of some brethren on this 
matter. Because something takes some explanation for one to understand it, the issue is to 
be denounced as some second or third order truth which is of little importance. My 
friends, there is much which has to be explained in order to be understood. Just ask the 
Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:30-31). This by no means indicates that the thing to be 
understood is not that important. If it is a matter of obedience or disobedience to God's 
standard for worship, it is a "first order truth."  

Of all the principles we have discussed, there are only three which have not been 
grasped in their fullness by the denominational world. They have not come to grips with 
the necessity of authorization. They have not fully understood the fact that the Law of 
Moses is no longer a binding covenant. And, they have not fully come to terms with the 
Law of Exclusion in matters of religion. With regard to this third principle, the 
denominations do understand it in some ways. They admit that had Noah built the ark out 
of anything but gopher wood the ark would have sunk. They realize that Jesus could not be 
a priest on earth because only the Levites were authorized to fill that position. Yet, they are 
unable for some reason to make the application of the principle to the use of instrumental 
music in worship. God said sing, that excluded every thing else. The Hebrew penman 
would have put it in these words, "If Jesus were on earth, he would not use instrumental 
music, seeing that God commanded us to sing."  

- BTH

Family News and Notes 
Gloria Emerick is recovering from her surgery. Charlie Budd, Debbie Smith’s daughter-
in-law, is undergoing chemo treatments for Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. Charlotte Misher, 
Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing with various chronic health issues.  
John Williams remains in severe pain with his knee. Charles and Kim Perkins are 
dealing with serious chronic health concerns at this time. Kim is doing some better. Gay 
Mathis is in room is #316 in Autumn Care. Continue to remember Vera West and her 
sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs 
our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter 
and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe 
back pain. Rudy Gray is in the nursing home in Roseboro. Active military: Pray for our 
active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s 
notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Clothes donations: There is a list of sizes on the table in the foyer for clothes needed by 
Jeanette’s niece and family. Clothes are due today.


Lectureship at Sheffield Dr.: If you plan to go to Saturday’s program see Byran.


H.S. seniors: Please leave our High School seniors a gift in their box on the table in the 
foyer starting next week.


Teachers: There will be a teachers’ meeting after the evening service May 5th.

By the Numbers 
Attendance 4/21/19

Bible Class: 50	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 86	 	 P.M. Worship: 43

Contribution: $3,291.25	 	 DB Readers: 15 	 	 Chapters Read: 242

Special Recognition 
I visited with Monica Ullom in Neuse Correctional facility on Friday. She is in very good 
spirits and appreciates all the cards and well wishes sent her way. Continue to remember 
her in your prayers.
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