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“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon NotesPrivileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Carlos Boles


Assisting:	 Brian Godfrey

	               Ron Austin

	               Dustin Pool


Sermon:	          	 Chris Battles


Closing Prayer:   	Abel Abraham


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Scot Parchman


Opening Prayer:	 Kyle Pool


Sermon:		 Chad Futrell


Lord’s Supper:	 Jon Williams


Closing Prayer:   Abel Abraham


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Pro 21:1-7


Reading:		 Jon Williams


Invitation:	 Caleb Rose
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Pantry Item 
N/A

Biblical Authority and the Use of the 
Instrument in Worship to God 

 One distinct and very noticeable feature of the worship services 
of the Lord’s church is that the mechanical instrument of music is 
absent. After visiting one of the services of the church, visitors from 
other religious groups have often asked, "Why don't you have a piano, 
organ, or instruments in worship?” Some might even go as far as to 
suggest that we might believe that ALL instruments in ALL occasions 
is not right. People often go to the extremes when they do not fully 
comprehend a situation or the reasoning behind some decisions. For 
the next few bulletin articles, we want to help our friends understand 
why we do not use mechanical instruments of music in worship to the 
God of Heaven. There are several Biblical principles upon which our 
practice is based.  
 “Why another article on this subject?” one might posit. This 
series is not just for our friends in denominations who question our 
practices. It is also addressed to members of the churches of Christ. 
This author was very recently commissioned to preach a sermon in an 
upcoming lectureship on this subject because there are some brethren 
currently teaching that use of the instrument is not sinful and its use is 
only a matter of judgment, not a test of fellowship. Many who once 
opposed the use of the instrument, and all that engaged in such 
unauthorized activity, are now saying that it is “no big deal.” Brethren, 
let me assure you: it IS A BIG DEAL! Hence, the continued 
encouragement to do Bible things, Bible ways. Ultimately, we want to 
know how the Bible does or does not authorize a thing to be done - or 
not done. 

I. ONLY THINGS AUTHORIZED ARE LAWFUL TO BE DONE  
 There are six Biblical principles one must understand in order 
to see that instrumental music is forbidden in the worship of God. The 
first principle states that only the things which God has authorized are 
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lawful to be done. Another way of stating this is, "Only those things which have been 
commanded are to be done." Jesus made this clear in the Great Commission. “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:19-20). 
Jesus taught His disciples to teach others to observe "all" things which are "commanded." 
The implication is anything which is not commanded is not to be observed. The Lord’s 
“whatsoever” refers to all of the commandments and doctrines He gave while He walked 
on the earth. 
 The apostle Paul also taught the necessity of authorization. "And whatsoever ye do 
in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father 
by him" (Colossians 3:17). The phrase, "do all in the name of the Lord Jesus," means to do 
all by the authority of Jesus Christ. Every word and every action MUST have the 
authorization of the Lord Jesus behind it.  
 The question which must be asked is: "Where is the authorization for the use of 
mechanical instruments of music in worship?" As disciples, we must observe only those 
things which are commanded. Where is the command to use mechanical instruments of 
music in worship to God? There is no such commandment. There could have been because 
the instrument was obviously readily available. 

II. THE NEW TESTAMENT IS OUR SOLE AUTHORITY IN RELIGIOUS MATTERS  

 We know the instrument was available for use because it was used in the Old 
Testament worship. So, many will use this fact as justification for use in New Testament 
worship. But, as the principle states, the New Testament is our sole authority in religious 
matters today. The Old Testament is no longer binding upon mankind. The words of Jesus 
are our sole authority in religious matters. Moses and the prophets are no longer our rule 
of faith and practice. "Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the 
body of Christ, that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the 
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God; But now we are delivered from the law, 
that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not 
in the oldness of the letter” (Romans 7:4,6) We are dead to (separated from) the law so we 
can be married to an other, Jesus Christ. One would have to desire to reject truth to 
misunderstand Paul's words in these verses. Having now grasped this second principle, 
another question is in order: "Where is the authority in the New Testament for the use of 
mechanical instruments of music in worship?" This is the heart of the issue. There is not 
one passage which authorizes its use. Therefore, one cannot use instrumental music in 
worship and carry out the Lord's instruction to do only what is commanded.  

Family News and Notes 
Geraldine Cook has not been feeling well. Gloria Emerick is recovering from her 
surgery. Charlie Budd, Debbie Smith’s daughter-in-law, is undergoing chemo treatments 
for Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. Charlotte Misher, Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are 
dealing with other chronic health issues.  John Williams remains in severe pain with his 
knee. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns at this 
time. Kim is doing some better. Gay Mathis is in room is #316 in Autumn Care. Continue 
to remember Vera West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, 
Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. 
Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. 
Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is in the nursing home in 
Roseboro. Active military: Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called 
to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Pictures: Pictures for the picture board will be taken this after morning service. See John 
if you need your picture taken


Fellowship Sunday: There will not be a fellowship meal at the building next week, but we 
will have the afternoon service at 1pm. There will be no 5pm service next Sunday.


Parents of H.S. seniors: Please meet with Byran after the afternoon worship next 
Sunday.

By the Numbers 
Attendance 4/7/19

Bible Class: 49	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 87	 	 P.M. Worship: 50

Contribution: $4,503.25	 	 DB Readers: 12 	 	 Chapters Read: 276

Special Recognition 
Chris Battles is one of the students at Central Carolina School of Preaching. He will be 
filling in for me this morning. He is a very good student. I appreciate him being willing to 
come and deliver a message from God’s Word today.
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