
The  

Cape Fear Crier 
“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon Notes
To Seek and Save

I. God __________

II. God __________

III. God __________

Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Carlos Boles


Assisting:	 Sibio Farrington

	               Jon Williams

	               Steve Pool


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Caleb Rose


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Dustin Pool


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Jon Williams


Closing Prayer:   Abel Abraham


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Pro 20:22-30


Reading:		 Tyler Christian


Invitation:	 Jon Williams
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Pantry Item 
N/A

The First Gospel Sermon 
 Acts chapter two is the hub of the Bible. All scriptures before 
look forward to that occasion. All subsequent scriptures look back at 
that day. It has been said that all gospel preachers should be able to 
just let their Bible fall open and it should open to Acts chapter two. 
There is much truth in that statement. The way too many preach 
today, however, one wonders if there is an Acts two in their Bibles. An 
examination of the sermon that Peter and the other Apostles preached 
on the Day of Pentecost after the Lord’s ascension into the Heavenly 
realm will reveal why most do not preach the same type of sermons. 
 I. It was a scriptural sermon. “And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance” (Acts 2:4). The source of Peter's words was the Spirit 
of God. Although we cannot speak by direct revelation today as the 
apostles did, we must still speak only what is revealed to us by the 
Spirit in His Word. Although the method of imparting truth has 
changed, the message itself has not changed. It is up to each preach er 
to study the text (2 Tim. 2:15) and relay accurately to men the message 
of God. Scriptures do not have their source in the mind of man, but 
rather in the mind of God (1 Cor. 2:11). Preaching must never present 
the opinions of men, but must always contain a "thus saith the Lord" 
for everything that is taught. 
 II. It was a Christ-centered sermon. Christ's death on the cross 
was no accident. Peter preached, "Him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and fore knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain" (Acts 2:23). God planned the 
crucifixion of Christ from before the creation of the world and knew 
that the cross would have very powerful drawing power. Peter's 
sermon not only contained the emotion of the cross, but also the 
powerful and indisputable evidence of the resurrection of Christ from 
the grave (v.24) and His glorious exaltation to the right hand of God 
(vs.33-35). In fact his entire sermon was centered around Christ. 
When Paul came to Corinth he said he was "determined to know 
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nothing among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified" (1 Corinthians 2:2). The gospel 
cannot be preached without having Christ at its very center. Faithful preaching must exalt 
Christ. 
 III. It was a Scripture-filled sermon. Peter quoted Scriptures and applied them 
properly. He quoted Joel 2:28-32 and from it proved that what they were observing was 
the fulfillment of that prophecy (Acts 2:14-21). He quoted Psalms 16:8-11 and 110:1 to 
prove these prophecies referred to the resurrection of Christ and His exaltation into 
heaven (Acts 2:25-36). Many today are preaching very eloquent sermons with wonderful 
illustrations but very few references to God’s word. Although well placed illustrations are 
needed and can be powerful and interesting, we must remember that unless we quote the 
Scriptures, we are taking away the convicting power from our sermons. Peter did not 
simply, refer to these Scriptures, but quoted them word for word, and it was the word of 
God that convicted the 3,000 Jews to repent and be baptized (Act 2:38-42). 
 IV. It was a heart-changing sermon. Any time change is made it results in some 
form of pain. That is just the nature of change. Even positive changes are painful to make. 
But the pain is worthwhile because the benefits of the new life outweigh the pain to it takes 
to change from the old life. “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, 
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do?” (Acts 2:37) These Jews were convicted of murdering the Son of God and they were 
not comfortable with their situation. They were willing to do whatever necessary to rid 
themselves of that guilt. Unfortunately, there is a tendency for many to have sermons 
simply aimed at making congregations "feel good about themselves." Many feel that 
preaching about specific sins is too negative and will only turn people off. Although we 
must edify the righteous in our preaching, we must also convict the sinners. The purpose 
of the Holy Spirit coming was to bring the message of truth that would "reprove the world 
of sin, righteousness and judgment" (John 16:8). There are many like those in Jeremiah's 
time who were crying "Peace, peace; when there is no peace" (Jeremiah 6:13-14). 
 V. It was a motivating sermon with an invitation. “Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” Acts 2:38). After giving the terms of 
pardon, Peter then urges the people to obey (v.38-40). It is becoming more and more 
prevalent for the invitation to be left off sermons, yet how can we expect a genuine 
response of sinners without it? An invitation, clearly giving the conditions of pardon, 
should be a part of every sermon. Although most of the listening audience may be faithful 
Christians, there may be someone who needs to obey the gospel or repent of sins. Let’s get 
back to New Testament preaching!       - BTH 

Family News and Notes 
Gloria Emerick had surgery on her neck last week. She is recovering at home. Charlie 
Budd, Debbie Smith’s daughter-in-law, is undergoing chemo treatments for Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma. Charlotte Misher, Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing with 
other chronic health issues.  John Williams remains in severe pain with his knee. Charles 
and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns at this time. Kim is 
doing some better. Gay Mathis is in room is #316 in Autumn Care. Continue to remember 
Vera West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” 
Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s 
parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also 
struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is in the nursing home in Roseboro. Active 
military: Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area 
at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Pictures: Pictures for the picture board will be taken this after morning service. See John 
if you need your picture taken


Men’s lunch: Thursday April 11th at Golden Corral on Skibo @ 11:30


Gospel Meeting: Cary C of C April 7-10. 7:30 each evening. Rick Owens speaking.By the Numbers 
Attendance 3/31/19

Bible Class: 47	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 67	 	 P.M. Worship: 45

Contribution: $3,475.25	 	 DB Readers: 9 	 	 Chapters Read: 246

Special Recognition 
Calvin Austin is on his way to Maine. We wish him well in opening a new chapter in his 
life. While we miss all the Eric Austin family, we appreciate the good work they did here 
and love the fact they are working for Him where they are now.
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