
The  

Cape Fear Crier 
“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

Sermon Notes
The Finish Line

I. Finish __________

II. __________ the Finish Line

III. On the __________ Podium

Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Chad Futrell


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Bill Rose


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Phil Byrd


Assisting:	 Sibio Farrington

	               Jon Williams

	               Dale Wiles


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Caleb Rose


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Kyle Pool


Opening Prayer:	 Sam Rose


Sermon:		 Calvin, Abel, & 

	 	 Dustin

Lord’s Supper:	 Caleb Rose


Closing Prayer:   Jon Williams


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Byran Hatcher


Scripture:	 Pro 20:15-21


Reading:		 Jonn Williams


Invitation:	 Scot Parchman
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Contend for the Faith 
By Wade Webster 

  
 Jude wrote, "Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto 
you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in 
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, 
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and 
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ" (Jude 3-4). 
 Jude saw the need to write the brethren and to exhort them to 
"earnestly contend for the faith" because of false teachers that had 
"crept in unawares." Jude could write this same letter to any host of 
congregations today. Let's notice three things these verses teach the 
Christian about "contending for the faith."  
 First, we see the MANNER in which we are to contend. Jude 
said we are to earnestly contend. The phrase "earnestly contend" is 
literally "to wrestle, strive, or agonize." The secular writers used these 
words to describe the intense effort that the athletes put forth to win 
the Grecian games of the first century. Paul, in comparing the 
Christian life to a race, used similar terminology (1 Cor. 9:24-25). 
Likewise, the phrase "earnestly contend" describes the intense efforts 
which are to characterize the faithful as they stand for the truth. We 
cannot give a half-hearted stand for truth and fulfill this command. 
 The Lord has never been satisfied with those who are trying to 
remain in the middle between what's right and what's wrong. He 
condemned the Laodiceans for their lukewarmness and the 
congregations of Pergamos and Thyatira because they failed to stand 
against the false teachers that were among them (Rev. 3:14-16; 
2:12-15,20). We must never be "ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
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is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek" (Rom. 1:16).  
 Second, we see the MESSAGE for which we are to contend. Jude said that we are to 
earnestly contend for "the faith." The phrase "the faith" stands for the system of faith that 
we have revealed for us in the New Testament. For example, in the book of Galatians we 
read concerning Paul, "But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past 
now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed" (Gal. 1:23). Also, in the book of Acts we 
read that “a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith" (Acts 6:7). 
 As Christians, we are not to contend for just any religious doctrine, but, rather, we 
are to contend for what the New Testament teaches.  

Third, we see the MEN with whom we are to contend. Jude wrote, "For there are 
certain men crept in unawares..." (Jude 4). Here, Jude told the brethren the men against 
whom they were to contend for the faith — false teachers. These false teachers were trying 
to turn “the grace of our God into lasciviousness." Jude wanted the brethren to stand up 
for the truth, which included standing against these false teachers.  
 After warning the brethren of the presence of the false teachers, Jude begins a 
lengthy description of the false teachers to help the brethren to be able to detect them (vs.
8-16). Jude wanted these brethren to have the attitude that Paul expressed in the book of 
Galatians. Paul wrote, "And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came 
in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us 
into bondage: To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of 
the gospel might continue with you" (Gal. 2:4-5).  
 We are not to harbor false teachers but rather to mark and avoid them (Rom. 
6:17-18). False teachers may appear to be the ministers of righteousness, but they are in 
reality the ministers of Satan (2 Cor. 11:15). We must not support them in any way lest we 
become partakers of their evil deeds and suffer with them in their condemnation (2 John 
9-11).  
 Jude wrote the brethren to teach them the manner in which they were to contend, 
the message for which they were to contend, and the men against whom they were to 
contend. May we also heed Jude's words and stand against the false teachers of our day 
who are making "havoc of the church."  

Family News and Notes 
Carlton and Barbara Norris, Jeanette’s parents, need our prayers right now. Charlie 
Budd, Debbie Smith’s daughter-in-law, is undergoing chemo treatments for Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma. Charlotte Misher, Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing with 
other chronic health issues.  John Williams remains in severe pain with his knee. Charles 
and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns at this time. Kim is 
doing some better. Gay Mathis is in room is #316 in Autumn Care. Continue to remember 
Vera West and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” 
Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s 
parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also 
struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Active military: Pray for 
our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s 
notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Rick Caldwell, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, 
NC), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Pictures: Pictures for the picture board will be taken this after morning service. See John 
if you need your picture taken


Men’s lunch: Thursday April 11th at Golden Corral on Skibo @ 11:30


5th Sunday: Our young men will lead the services tonight


Gospel Meeting: Cary C of C April 7-10. 7:30 each evening. Rick Owens speaking.

By the Numbers 
Attendance 3/24/19

Bible Class: 52	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 83	 	 P.M. Worship: 40

Contribution: $3,414.25	 	 DB Readers: 10	 	 Chapters Read: 193

Special Recognition 
Thanks to John Williams for taking pictures and helping to update the picture board in the 
foyer. Our picture board is a great help to all our new families connect names to faces. 
Thank you for cooperating with getting your picture taken!
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