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Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Scot Parchman


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Carlos Boles


Assisting:	 Ron Austin

	               Sibio Farrington

	               Gesna Davis


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Abel Abraham


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Dustin Pool


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Kyle Pool


Closing Prayer:   Sam Rose


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Byran Hatcher


Scripture:	 Pro 18:8-15


Reading:		 Calvin Austin


Invitation:	 Scot Parchman
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Bible Authority 
A Lack of Understanding, cont’d…


 The Bible authorizes by way of direct statements, of which 
there are six kinds of direct statements. First, there are imperative 
statements which are commands. When Jesus said, "Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15), He gave 
a command to His disciples. It was an imperative for the disciples to 
go and preach. When the inspired Peter stood before the lost house of 
Israel in Acts 2, he commanded, "Repent, and be baptized, every one 
of you in the name ofJesus Christ for the remission of sins..." (v.38). 
Two obligations are explicitly expressed which must be obeyed: 
"repent" and "be baptized." 
 Second, there are declarative statements which declare truths 
to be obeyed. When Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 
16:16), He declared to all the conditions of believing and being 
baptized for salvation. The inspired Peter declared, "The like figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us..." (I Peter 3:21).  
 Third, there are interrogative statements which are in the form 
of questions. Romans 6:1 asks, "What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound?" The obvious answer from 
the context of this verse is "NO." Rhetorical questions have implied 
answers, and they explain authorized and unauthorized actions.  
 Fourth, there are conditional statements which are indicated by 
the word "if." Colossians 3:1 says, "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God." Based upon the condition of being raised with Christ (in 
baptism), then the required consequence would be for the Colossian 
brethren to "seek those things above," thus authorizing certain 
actions.  
 Fifth, there are hortatory statements which are indicated by the 
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expression "let us." The Hebrew writer uses this kind of statement often. "Therefore 
leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to perfection..." (Heb. 6:1). 
These statements are statements of encouragement, exhorting others to do what is 
authorized.  

Sixth, there are wishful statements in the optative mood which express a wish or 
desire that there are actions we must do. Romans 6:2 says, "How shall we that are dead to 
sin live any longer therein?" The desire of the inspired Paul was for the Roman brethren 
not to live in sin.
 The Bible then authorizes by use of examples. Sinful actions, of course, do 
not constitute examples. When Peter denied the Lord three times he did not set an 
example for us to follow. When Judas betrayed the Lord he did not set an example. When 
men crucified the Lord and Savior on the cross they did not set an example. In such 
actions there is no pattern with God's approval to be followed.  
 There were actions which were temporary in nature and were not intended to be 
a part of permanent Christianity. After the church was established, circumcision as an 
obligation ceased. It was not a permanent action for the church to follow. However, Paul 
circumcised Timothy. Why? So Timothy would not be a stumbling block to the Jews. Did 
he have to be circumcised? No. It was optional and temporary. Further, early Christians 
were told to "desire earnestly spiritual gifts" (I Cor. 14:1). This command was obligatory, 
yet it was temporary. Soon, spiritual gifts would fulfill their purpose and would cease (I 
Cor. 13:10-12). This action does not constitute an example for us to follow today.  
 However, there are actions which are permanent in nature in the Bible. Men 
must observe these actions. Some of these actions are absolutely necessary to obey. 
Baptism in water, the act of immersion, is an example because the action meets the divine 
approval of God (Acts 2:41; 8:38-39). Also, the Lord's Supper is to be commemorated 
every first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Here is an act of worship that is necessary for the 
church to observe and practice when they come together on Sundays. Determining what 
action constitutes an example must be determined by considering the totality of Bible 
teaching on the subject being discussed.  
 Recall the illustration of your will from last week. If you say that the piano is to go 
to your oldest son, that is explicitly stated. The oldest son receives the piano. You then 
mention that some of the most fond memories you have is of the family gathering around 
the piano and singing. This would be an example of your desire for how the piano should 
be utilized.       (cont’d next week) - BTH

Family News and Notes 
Carlton Norris, Jeanette Freshley’s dad, has lesions on his kidneys and underwent a 
biopsy last week. Charlie Smith, Debbie Smith’s daughter-in-law, is having a biopsy of her 
lymph nodes. She has been ill for several months. Rick Caldwell still needs our prayers. 
Doreen Neely & Claudia Farrington are dealing with other chronic health issues.  John 
Williams remains in severe pain in his knee. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with 
serious chronic health concerns at this time. Doctors are concerned about stress on her 
heart. Gay Mathis is in room is #316 in Autumn Care. Continue to remember Vera West 
and her sister Glenda Cox, in prayer. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still 
needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s parents, 
Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with 
severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Active military: Pray for our active 
duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. 
Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Teachers’ Meeting: This afternoon at 4pm


Mens’ lunch: Thursday at 11:30 @ Golden Corral on Skibo


Yard clean-up: Saturday the 9th starting at 9am


Islam Seminar: February 22-24 with Dave Miller. Start making plans to attend now! Fliers 
are on the table in the foyer. Also, sign up to bring refreshments for after the meeting.

By the Numbers 
Attendance 1/27/19

Bible Class: 50	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 85	 	 P.M. Worship: 52

Contribution: $3,494.25	 	 DB Readers: 13	 	 Chapters Read: 217

Special Recognition 
Thanks to all those that came and had a good time at the Hatchers’ residence for football 
food fellowship. Every time we get together it is a wonderful time.




