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“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6
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Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Phil Byrd


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Bill Rose


Assisting:	 Steve Pool

	               Jon Williams

	               Gesna Davis


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Brynn Hatcher


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Dustin Pool


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Caleb Rose


Closing Prayer:	 Chad Futrell


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Pro 17:25-28


Reading:		 Sam Rose


Invitation:	 Brynn Hatcher
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Pantry Item 
Corn

A Dangerous Attitude Toward Sin 

 One of the most destructive problems confronting the church 
from within is a casual attitude toward sin. Saints have learned how to 
peacefully coexist with sin! This attitude will eventually cause self 
destruction of God's people in our generation if not unlearned 
through repentance.  
 Today, a preacher who confronts sin and the sinner with 
boldness is considered negative and bigoted, along with some even 
less flattering terms. If one happens to be older who still believes sin 
must be preached against, tongues are clucked with sympathy and 
heads shook knowingly.  

 We must face reality. How long will a coach succeed who 
accentuates the positive and never gets negative with his team? How 
long will a teacher succeed who never points out the mistakes of his 
students? How long will a parent shield the child from danger who 
never warns against dangers? “The gospel is different” some might 
say. “We all know we catch more flies with honey than with vinegar” 
exclaim some. The gospel IS different. It deals with a dying savior who 
has defeated the greatest liar known to man. Showing both the 
rewards of Heaven and the pain or Hell is necessary to motivate 
people to obey God.  

 Whereas there must be positive preaching, it is inappropriate 
for ALL preaching to come from the positive. Consider, eight of the 
ten commandments God gave Israel were negative. In the New 
Testament, so much of the Lord's and his apostle's teaching is 
couched in the negative. The reason is simple: the negative is always 
easier to understand and incorporate into action. 
 Paul was inspired in not only what to say, but also in how to say 
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it. The form as well as the substance was a part of inspiration. When Paul wrote to the 
church in Corinth, he wrote that they were “not to lust” neither were they to be idolaters, 
fornicators, nor murmurers (1 Corinthians 10:6-12). 
 There were many issues in the church at Corinth, but Paul also used the negative 
with Timothy, his son in the faith and most trusted friend. “Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 
Timothy 4:2). Two of the three substantives of Timothy’s preaching was to be negative. 
Sometimes even exhortation could be done from the negative side instead of the positive. 
 Christians must realize that sin is against God, and continuing in sin makes one an 
enemy of God (Romans 6:16-18). Please observe that children of God are those who made 
a choice (v.16). That choice was in the form of yielding to obedience. At the point of action 
in obedience from the heart, we were separated from service to sin and made servants 
(slaves) of righteousness. Faithful saints are those children who serve righteousness. That 
is our choice. All that oppose righteousness must arouse our passion of resistance. In other 
words, we must hate what God hates in order to love what God loves.  
 Slaves are answerable to their masters. Paul wrote the Corinthians “Ye are bought 
with a price; be not ye the servants of men” (1 Corinthians 7:23). Paul affirms we are 
obligated to serve only the one who purchased us, Christ. By serving Christ, we serve 
righteousness. When we serve righteousness, we must arm ourselves with the armor and 
weapon of God and fight the good warfare. We read this instruction in Ephesians 6:11-17. 
Fighting is negative. That means we must contend for the faith (Jude 3). Contending 
means we must be against wrong as well as for right. 

 The irony of it all is that it never occurs to the guilty ones, that once one ceases to 
oppose sin and is comfortable alongside it and the sinner, they will eventually become 
guilty of every error the righteous are accused of committing. They soon become guilty of 
negativism when they criticize others for being negative. They admonish and rebuke when 
they oppose strong, direct, clear, negative sermons as part of a viable, correct approach in 
correcting problems, and warning hearers of the consequences of sinful behavior. 
 Let us hold high the banner of righteousness and truth stained by the blood of 
Jesus. Let us love what God loves with all our passion and with the same passionate fervor, 
hate what God hates. We will then cease to judge teaching and preaching in terms of 
negative and positive and begin to think in terms of truth and right. 

- BTH 

Family News and Notes 
Lee Sherman’s brother, Johnathan Sherman, passed away. The funeral was last week in 
Conway, SC. Rick Caldwell still needs our prayers. Pat Shermans’ brother, James 
Brown, is in need of our prayers. Doreen Neely needs our prayers. Claudia Farrington 
is dealing with other health issues.  John Williams has severe pain in his knee and is 
having difficulty sleeping. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic 
health concerns at this time. Doctors are concerned about stress on her heart. Gay 
Mathis is in room is #316 in Autumn Care. Vera West is now in an assisted living home. 
Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” 
Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s 
parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also 
struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Active military: Pray for 
our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s 
notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Fellowship Sunday: Today there will be a meal after the morning services. After noon 
service begins at 12:30pm


NETS: Meeting on Sunday evening before services @ 4pm, January 27


Football Food Fellowship: After the evening service on January 27th @ the Hatchers’


Islam Seminar: February 22-24 with Dave Miller. Start making plans to attend now!

By the Numbers 
Attendance 1/13/19

Bible Class: 56	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 80	 	 P.M. Worship: 55

Contribution: $3,767.60	 	 DB Readers: 11	 	 Chapters Read: 177

Special Recognition 
We appreciate John Williams so much! He has really integrated some needed upgrades 
for our audio system. Our new mics are working very well, and they are powered by 
rechargeable batteries that last over 500 hours! Thanks John!




