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“Cry aloud and shout…for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6
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Privileged to Serve 

Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Phil Byrd


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Carlos Boles


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Bill Rose


Assisting:	 Calvin Austin

	               Ricardo Alvillar

	               Dale Wiles


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:   	Kyle Pool


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Abel Abraham


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Caleb Rose


Closing Prayer:	 Jon Williams


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Byran Hatcher


Scripture:	 Pro 17:17-24


Reading:		 Byran Hatcher


Invitation:	 Brynn Hatcher
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Pantry Item 
Mini Ravioli

Better Safe than Sorry Thinking 

 Have you ever heard some in the church reason their 
beliefs this way, "I'd rather be safe than sorry”? This sort of 
thinking is used as a de facto reason in order to persuade 
skeptics about Bible truths. For instance, sometimes to convince 
a denominational worshipper to give up the instrument in 
worship to God, this “logical proof” is employed. The reasoning 
may sound like, "We can't know for sure whether God truly 
rejects singing accompanied with an instrument, but I'd rather 
be safe than sorry."  
 This same argument may be used to support baptism for 
the remission of one's sins. Such as, "No one knows the mind of 
God except God Himself and He just might save a person based 
upon their faith alone without immersion, but I wouldn't take 
any chances. However, it certainly would not be displeasing to 
God to be baptized."  
 What about using this reasoning to convert someone to 
Christ? "I believe the Christian life is the best kind of life one 
can live. There are so many advantages to being a Christian. 
Your marriage can be happier, your family stronger, and your 
outlook on life is more positive. Besides, have you ever seen 
atheists build hospitals or children's homes? Even if God didn't 
exist, it would still be better to believe in God than to 
disbelieve."  
 This thinking is in no way grounded in Biblical truth. “If 
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God" (I Peter 
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4:11). This simply means if you cannot support your beliefs by the Scriptures, then 
keep quiet.  
 Paul wrote, "for whatsoever is not of faith is sin" (Rom. 14:23). Do you 
believe "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17), 
and "without faith it is impossible to please God" (Heb. 11:6)? The churches of 
Christ have said we are a people  
who walk by faith (II Cor. 5:7). Is this "better safe than sorry" philosophy true 
faith, or a cop-out so as not to offend anyone?  
 Can you imagine Noah build ing an ark for one hundred years and following 
every detail God had given him because it might rain as God had said. Noah 
"became an heir of the righteous ness" because of his faith (Heb. 11:7). Could 
Abraham be called the father of the faithful had he chosen to live as an alien in the 
land of promise because he want ed to be safe rather than sorry? It was because of 
Abraham's faith that "it was accounted to him for righteousness" (Gal. 3:6). And, 
what about Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, the Judges, David, Samuel and the 
prophets. Nine teen times in Hebrews chapter eleven Scripture uses the term "by 
faith" to express why they obeyed God. They were each justified by faith, just as we 
are today (Rom. 5:1; Gal. 2:16), not because they chose to be safe.  
 Obedience in worshipping without the mechanical use of an instrument is 
not because it is safer, but by faith believe the Scripture when it says to sing (Eph. 
5:19; Col. 3:16). Do not be immersed in Christ because of a fear of what the 
alternative might be if it is refused. By faith, be moved to the waters of baptism 
because it is God's plan for salvation (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:4-6; I Peter 3:21). 
Salvation is sure because all are "saved by grace through faith" (Eph. 2:8), not 
because of a choice to live a happier life in Christianity. “The just shall live by faith" 
(Rom. 1:17; Hab. 2:4).  
 Any act of obedience or offer of service which is done for any reason other 
than "by faith" is in God's eyes "sin" (Rom. 14:23). If there is anything you should 
understand about  "better safe than sorry” reasoning in religion is that the end will 
always result in you being sorry.        - BTH 

Family News and Notes 
Rick Caldwell still needs our prayers. He had another procedure on Friday. Pat 
Shermans’ brother, James Brown, is in need of our prayers. Doreen Neely needs our 
prayers. Claudia Farrington kidney function is much improved, but still dealing with 
other health issues.  John Williams has severe pain in his knee and is having difficulty 
sleeping. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns at 
this time. Kim is doing much better after her most recent surgery. Gay Mathis is in room 
is #316 in Autumn Care. Vera West is now in an assisted living home. Her sister Glenda 
Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs 
our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter 
and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe 
back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Active military: Pray for our active duty 
military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. 
Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Elders & Deacons Meeting: this after noon at 3:30pm 

Fellowship Sunday: Next Sunday the 20th. After noon service begins at 12:30pm


NETS: Meeting on Sunday evening after services January 27


Islam Seminar: February 22-24 with Dave Miller. Start making plans to attend now!
By the Numbers 

Attendance 1/6/19

Bible Class: 55	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 92	 	 P.M. Worship: 46

Contribution: $4,348.26	 	 DB Readers: 16	 	 Chapters Read: 250

Special Recognition 
I continue to be humbled by the generosity of the congregation. So many are making an 
impact on other people by giving their time and resources. Keep up the good work and 
see what God will give to you this year!




