
Bible Authority 

 One thing Christians must realize and understand is that 
the church has, does and will face problems. Part of the 
difficulty that brethren have with problems in the church is 
their failure to admit them. So far as the divine part of the 
church is concerned, there are no problems or inconsistencies. 
God was the Planner (Eph. 3:10-11). Christ was the Executor 
(Heb. 2:9). The Holy Spirit was the Revealer (I Cor. 2:9-13). The 
church's organization, function, establishment and right to exist 
are perfect. However, the human part of the church is imperfect 
in so far as men often fail and do not always abide in the Word 
of God (I Cor. 3:1-3). They become selfish, stubborn and 
rebellious (II Peter 2:10). Men sometimes become immoral, 
corrupt and perverse in their thinking and conduct (II Tim. 3:1- 
9). They deceive others and they deceive themselves (II Tim. 
3:13). Every Christian must be aware of these deceivers. "Let no 
man deceive you with vain words: for because of these cometh 
the wrath of God upon the children of dis obedience. Be not ye 
therefore partakers with them" (Eph. 5:6-7). 

 Many volumes could be written on the details and 
specifics of Satan's efforts to weaken and destroy the church. 
Note the following:  

1) The "Unity in Diversity" movement rests upon the false 
premise that brethren can "agree to disagree" on matters of 
doctrine. Satan's servants (false brethren) would have the 
church believe that the use of mechanical instruments of music 
in worship to God is "opinion" or optional. Yet, Paul wrote, "Let 
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the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonish ing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord" (Col. 3:16). The prophet Amos wrote, "Can two walk together, 
except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3).  

2) The multitude of error on marriage, divorce and remarriage confronts the 
church. Jesus still says, "And I say unto you, Whoso ever shall put away his wife, 
except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and 
whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery" (Matt. 19:9). Whoso 
ever means everyone and anyone. Brethren do not have trouble comprehending 
"whosoever" in the Lord's invitation to salvation (Luke 6:47). If one visits enough 
preachers, he will find one who approves of adulterous relationships, but since 
when does that make them right?  

3) There are many brethren who deny the distinctiveness of the church. They look 
upon Christ's church as a denomination. They consider its purpose and 
organization as sectarian. But Jesus' church is not a part of a whole. The church is 
a whole. The church is the bride of Christ, the body of Christ, and the family of 
God. There is no other (Eph. 4:4).  

4) Liberalism (the loosing of God's Word where he has not loosed) and Anti-ism 
(binding where God has not bound) are movements of men against the church.  

 Each of these problems and others could take hours to write and read. 
However, they can be defeated and overturned by one Bible principle—respect for 
the authority of the Bible.  

 Proper respect for Bible authority begins with the right attitude toward the 
Bible. Every verse of Psalm 119 shows a relationship between one’s attitude and his 
respect for and understanding of the Bible. question. Many people do not respect 
the Bible because they want to obey certain parts and ignore other parts. 
Remember that God's Word is right on every subject including sin. The Bible ends 
all controversy. "For the word of the Lord is right..." (Psalm 33:4).     - BTH 

Family News and Notes 
Quinn Davis is having health difficulties. Keep the Davis family in your prayers as Gesna 
is deployed at this time. Jim Craig, Jeanette Freshley’s uncle, was placed in hospice care 
last week.  Margaret Eads, Byran’s grandmother, is at home recovering from back 
surgery. Doreen Neely needs our prayers. Claudia Farrington is dealing with kidney 
complications as well as a couple of other health issues.  John Williams has severe pain 
in his knee. Charles and Kim Perkins are dealing with serious chronic health concerns at 
this time. Gay Mathis is in room is #316 in Autumn Care. Vera West is now in an assisted 
living home. Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, Willie 
“Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Her mother is not doing well at this time. Tylia 
Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia 
also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Active military: 
Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a 
moment’s notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
NETS Meeting: today after the evening service. 

Gospel Meeting: At Clinton, NC October 27th-Nov 1st. Speakers are Robert Goff and 
Byran Hatcher. See bulletin board for more details.


Teachers’ Meeting: Sunday November 4th after the evening service. For Winter Quarter.


Gospel Meeting: Our Gospel Meeting with Brother John Deberry has been rescheduled 
for November 11-14. Fliers are on the table in the foyer. Will have “Feed the Preacher” 
sign up sheet on the table this week.


By the Numbers 
Attendance 10/21/18

Bible Class: 38	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 68	 	 P.M. Worship: 78

Contribution: $4,028.25	 	 DB Readers: 9		 Chapters Read: 201

Special Recognition 
There are so many here that go “above and beyond.” While your names are not always 
mentioned you acts of kindness and love have eternal effects! Thank you to all those 
doing good to and for others. Your deeds will be blessed.




