
DOES FORGIVENESS TAKE AWAY AN 
UNSCRIPTURAL DIVORCE SO THAT ONE IS FREE 

TO REMARRY? 
 In our discussion on Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage in 
last weeks and, subsequently, this morning’s sermons, there is not 
adequate time to address every question or thought concerning 
this most vital subject. Realizing the need for further 
investigation, and by way of clarification then, it is necessary to 
bring up a question on the subject that cannot be dealt with from 
the pulpit. This question deals with forgiveness and the ability of 
the guilty partner to remarry.  

 First, when one truly believes in Christ (John 8:24; Heb. 
11:6), repents of sins (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38), confesses faith in 
Christ (Matt. 10:32; Acts 8:37) and is baptized (immersed) in 
water (Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16), he is forgiven of all his sins and 
becomes a child of God. Acts 2:41 says, "Then they that gladly 
received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls." Repentance, 
changing ones heart and actions in order to look like the Savior, is 
essential to complete before baptism (2 Cor 7:10). Some who 
were converted at Corinth had been living in fornication, adultery 
and homosexuality. They had been thieves, drunkards and 
idolaters. "...But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God" (I Cor. 6:11). They obtained forgiveness of all their sins.  
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However, when sins are forgiven, it does not give one a license to go back and commit 
those sins again. If I am forgiven of stealing, I am not allowed to steal again. If I am 
forgiven of drinking, I am not allowed to drink again. If I am forgiven of idolatry, I 
am not allowed to continue bowing down to idols. If I am forgiven of homosexuality, 
I cannot get involved in another homosexual relationship. Likewise, if I am forgiven 
of adultery, I cannot enter into another adulterous union. Yes, I can be forgiven of 
whatever sin I have committed but I cannot return to that sin again. Paul wrote, 
“Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are 
dead to sin [repentance - BTH], live any longer therein?” (Rom. 6:1,2) 

 Jesus gave his law regarding divorce and remarriage in Matthew 19:9, 
"...Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry 
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth 
commit adultery." The only way you can marry again after a divorce is if you put 
away (divorce) your spouse because of their fornication. If you did, you are free to 
form another marriage union (providing you marry someone who also has a right to 
marry). If you did not, you are not free to form another marriage union and must 
therefore remain single (Matt. 19:9-12; I Cor. 7:10-11).  

Marriage is a privilege allowed by God. "Marriage is honourable in all, and the 
bed undefiled: but whore mongers and adulterers God will judge" (Heb. 13:4). When 
God's law is violated concerning divorce, he no longer allows one to form another 
marriage. Baptism does not magically erase the consequences of sin, but it does make 
one acceptable to God for eternity. If you have been put away because you committed 
adultery then to obtain heaven you must remain unmarried (Matt 19:12). You can be 
forgiven of adultery, as there were some in Corinth that were forgiven. But 
forgiveness does not free the guilty party from Jesus law in Matthew 19:9. 

 The first and foremost priority is to obey God (Matt. 6:33). Solomon wrote, 
"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty o f man" (Eccl. 12:13). 

- BTH

Family News and Notes 
South Lumberton had a total loss with the hurricane. Also, all affected by the two 
hurricanes this year in the Southeast. Margaret Eads, Byran’s grandmother, had back 
surgery and is not doing well. Doreen Neely needs our prayers. Claudia Farrington is 
dealing with kidney complications.  Rick Caldwell is doing much better after completing 
therapy. John Williams has severe pain in his ankle from his injury. Charles and Kim 
Perkins is dealing with serious chronic health concerns at this time. Gay Mathis is in 
room is #316 in Autumn Care. Vera West is now in an assisted living home. Her sister 
Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still 
needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing 
well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in 
health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. Active military: Pray for our active 
duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. 
Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Elders/Deacons Meeting:  today at 3:30pm.


Gospel Meeting: Our Gospel Meeting with Brother John Deberry has been rescheduled 
for November 11-14. Fliers are on the table in the foyer.


Young men: will be going to Clinton to lead their Sunday morning worship on October 
21st. Please see Bill Rose to coordinate transportation.


Fellowship Meal: The 3rd Sunday of October, the 21st, we will have morning services, a 
fellowship meal and then our monthly singing after lunch. There will be no 5pm service.


By the Numbers 
Attendance 10/7/18

Bible Class: 61	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 74	 	 P.M. Worship: 48

Contribution: $3,904.25	 	 DB Readers: 8		 	 Chapters Read: 328

Special Recognition 
Thanks to Chad for going and filling in for Robert Oliver at Clinton this morning. The 
Olivers are celebrating their 46th wedding anniversary by taking a cruise. This is 
especially needed since Debbie has been battling cancer.




