
Strange Things 
 There is a popular science fiction television show out now that 
is set in the 1980’s called Stranger Things. It deals with government 
experiments and cover-ups and alien life forms. Pure melodrama! To 
some this show is highly entertaining, while others have far less 
interest. Each opinion is perfectly fine. What is not fine is when God 
declares something as “strange.” Man’s opinion does not enter into 
this equation. Man, instead, should pay close attention. 

 “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by 
him” (Colossians 3:17). "In the name of the Lord Jesus" means by the 
authority of the Lord, or as the Lord has authorized in His word (Acts 
4:7-10). Sadly, there are many things occurring in the church today 
which are not authorized by the Lord. The Bible often refers to these 
things as being “strange." Brother Roy Deaver correctly points out, 
"The Bible often uses the word "strange" in the sense of not being 
acceptable because it is not authorized.” Notice five areas that God 
noticed as “strange.” 

 Strange Fire. “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 
took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense 
thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he 
commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, and 
devoured them, and they died before the LORD” (Leviticus 10:1-2). 
Nadab and Abihu, and all of the priests, had been instructed 
concerning what fire they were to use (Lev. 6:8-13; 16:12-13). Instead 
of taking coals off of the altar as God had directed for starting the fire, 
they chose to do things their own way. God was not pleased with this 
disobedience and those men paid the penalty with their lives. Today, 
many are still offering "strange" fire before the Lord. For example, 
many have added the instrument to their worship. This is "strange 
fire" because it is not authorized by God. God has told us to sing, not 
to sing and play.  
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Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Byran Hatcher


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell
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 Strange gods. “They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with 
abominations provoked they him to anger” (Deuteronomy 32:16). From the very 
beginning, the children of Israel were instructed not to serve idols, yet they did. Today, 
many are serving "strange gods." They are serving the gods of prosperity (Matt. 6:24), 
popularity (Exo. 23:2; Matt. 7:13-14), and pleasure (Gal. 5:19-21). The only God that we 
are authorized to serve is the God of Heaven (Deut. 6:4-5; Matt. 4:10).  

 Strange wives. “And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt 
incense and sacrificed unto their gods” (1 Kings 11:8). God's people were instructed not to 
intermarry because of the idolatry of the heathen nations. Solomon disobeyed the Lord 
and married these idolatrous women who "turned away his heart after other gods” (1 
Kings 11:4). In the New Testament we also read of a man who had taken a 
"strange" (unauthorized) wife unto himself. King Herod had taken his brother Phillip's 
wife. John the baptizer said unto Herod, "It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's 
wife" (Mark 6:18). Herod had no right to his brother's wife or to any other man's wife. 
Many today stand condemned with Herod for their "strange" (unauthorized) wives. They 
have disregarded God's marriage laws and have entered into adulterous marriages (Matt. 
19:4-9). "Strange wives" were not accept able then, and they are not acceptable now.  
  Strange apparel. “And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD'S sacrifice, 
that I will punish the princes, and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with 
strange apparel” (Zephaniah 1:8). What seems to have been wrong with the apparel is that 
the choice of this apparel involved the choice to be as the people of the world. One 
commentator correctly stated: "Those clothed with foreign apparel are the rulers, the 
wealthy, and the socially elite who by their dress indicated their leaning toward Egypt or 
Babylon and the ways of those heathen nations." God has always commanded his people 
to be different (Lev. 19:5-6; I Peter 2:9) and to be separate from the unclean things and 
associates of the world (Isa. 52:11; II Cor. 6:17). Frequently, Christians do not bother with 
the question, “Will wearing this item of clothing help me bring someone to Christ?”, before 
leaving the confines of their residence. What is worn speaks volumes about one’s 
character. 

 Strange doctrines. “Be not carried about with divers and strange 
doctrines” (Hebrews 13:9). The "strange doctrines" referred to by the Hebrew writer in 
this passage have reference to the doctrines of false teachers. Christian beware! The are 
many false and strange doctrines being taught as truth today. 
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Family News and Notes 
South Lumberton had a total loss with the hurricane. Lennie Reagan (preacher for the 
Oak Forest congregation in GOldsboro, NC) and his wife Caryn, lost their 2-year-old 
granddaughter in an automobile accident. The funeral was on Friday. Claudia Farrington 
is dealing with kidney complications.  Rick Caldwell is doing much better after 
completing therapy. John Williams has severe pain in his ankle from his injury. Charles 
Perkins is dealing with serious chronic health concerns at this time. Gay Mathis is in 
room is #316 in Autumn Care. Vera West is now in an assisted living home. Her sister 
Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still 
needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing 
well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in 
health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. Active military: Pray for our active 
duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. 
Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Gospel Meeting: Our Gospel Meeting with Brother John Deberry will be postponed to a 
later date.


Young men: Meeting at 4pm before worship services tonight. The young men will be 
leading the service tonight.


Fellowship Meal: There will not be a fellowship meal after morning service today. 
However on the 3rd Sunday of October, the 21st, we will have morning services, a 
fellowship meal and then our monthly singing after lunch.


By the Numbers 
Attendance 9/23/18

Bible Class: 55	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 86	 	 P.M. Worship: 50

Contribution: $5,171.25	 	 DB Readers: 9		 Chapters Read: 202

Special Recognition 
Thank you to all that helped to unload the trailer of supplies for Hurricane victims. It was a 
last-minute thing, but you came through! So many have helped others recover from this 
storm, keep shining the light in this dark world!




