
The Written Word Can Convert 
 Before the Lord ascended into heaven, he gave the command 
unto the apostles to preach the gospel. "Arid he said unto them, Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 
16:15). The same was to be passed on to all disciples (Matt. 28:19-20). 
It is every Christian's duty today to spread the gospel.  

 The command is to go - go preach the gospel! HOW we are to 
go is a generic command. We may walk, ride or fly. We may preach by 
means of pulpit and classroom, public and private. We may use mass-
media to multiply our efforts. We can use radio, TV, newspaper or 
magazine. It is the last of these - the written word - that we wish to 
expound upon in this article. 

 There are many great and noble uses of the printed page. 
There are certain advantages it has that are not available by any other 
means of communication. It is simply a "way" to teach the gospel but 
certainly not the only way. The written word has some advantages 
over the spoken word just as the spoken word has some advantages 
over the written word. Note some advantages of the written word: 

 The written Word can go where we cannot. Many times it is 
not possible for us to travel to some places because of political 
situations or some other obstruction. The written word can go to 
these places being distributed by hand and through the mail. It can 
literally go around the world! The written words of God's revelation 
were sent by courier to brethren everywhere in the first century. By 
reading these words, men were taught the things of God, believed, 
repented, obeyed the gospel or were brought back to the faith. Paul 
said, "For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, 
though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made 
you sorry, though it were but for a season" (II Cor. 7:8). Paul was able 
to teach these brethren though he was absent from them. "I charge 
you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren" (I 
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Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Byran Hatcher


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Calvin Austin


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Scot Parchman


Assisting:	 Ron Austin

	               Carlos Boles

	               Brynn Hatcher


Sermon:	          	 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:	 Lee Sherman
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Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell
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Lord’s Supper:	 Jon Williams


Closing Prayer:	 Wade 	 	
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Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Byran Hatcher


Scripture:	 Pro 14:15-21
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Invitation:	 Chad Futrell
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Thess. 5:27). 

 The written Word can stay longer than we can. A tract, article or letter will stay 
where it is placed until someone moves it or it is destroyed. Hilkiah the priest found the 
book of the law of the Lord in the temple and it was read to Josiah the king which brought 
about a great reform. The temple was being renovated when the book was found. "And 
Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the 
house of the LORD. And Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan. And Shaphan carried the 
book to the king, and...told the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath given me a book. And 
Shaphan read it before the king. And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words 
of the law, that he rent his clothes" (II Chron. 34:15-19). It may be that we cannot stay, but 
the writ ten word will continue. It may he on a table for days or weeks or be stored away in 
a drawer or chest for months or even years before someone reads it and learns the truth. 
The present generation is able to read and learn from the study of godly men long since 
gone from this life by their words preserved on the written page. They being dead, yet 
speaketh. 

 The written Word can enjoy a much wider circulation than any one person. It can 
be copied and passed around until its usefulness has multiplied many times over. One 
tract left in the hands of one per son can be read again and again and again by multitudes 
of people. It may be that a tract left at one's house may not be read by the person in whose 
hand it was delivered but may be picked up by another family member or visitor and read 
thoroughly. There's no end to which the written word may travel. The scribes of Israel 
copied the law so that others would be able to read. "And he wrote there upon the stones a 
copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in the presence of the children of Israel" (Josh. 
8:32). The brethren at Colosse were  instructed: “And when this epistle is read among you, 
cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the 
epistle from Laodicea" (Col. 4:16). 

 The written Word can be restudied. One may not fully grasp the meaning or 
significance at first hearing or reading and therefore needs to study further. The option is 
there to take one's time to read, study and compare. Each one can advance at his own 
pace. The eunuch was reading Isaiah 53 and needed help. The usefulness and full impact 
of the written word is known only to God. Eternity only can reveal the countless numbers 
of those who were benefitted by it. As Paul was in prison he desired the written word. He 
wrote to Timothy and said, "The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, 
bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments" (II Tim. 4:13). The written 
word is certainly a worthy way to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ!   -BTH 

Family News and Notes 
Bonita Edmunds is in rehab after breaking her ankle. Claudia Farrington is dealing with 
kidney complications.  Rick Caldwell is doing much better after completing therapy. 
John Williams has severe pain in his ankle from his injury. Charles Perkins is dealing 
with chronic health concerns at this time. Gay Mathis is now under hospice care at 
Autumn Care. She is now in room is #316. Vera West is now in an assisted living home. 
Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” 
Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, 
are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is 
declining in health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. Active military: Pray 
for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s 
notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
1st Sunday Night: Singing night is tonight after a brief devotional.


Gospel Meeting: September 16-19, with John Deberry Jr. Fliers are in the foyer.


Fellowship Meals: Sunday, Sept 16, after the morning worship. Also, “Feed the 
Preacher” each weeknight at 6pm.


Mens’ Lunch: Thursday, September 6th at Golden Corral @ 11:30am.


By the Numbers 
Attendance 8/26/18

Bible Class: 58	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 90	 	 P.M. Worship: 51

Contribution: $3,372.25	 	 DB Readers: 12	 	 Chapters Read: 252

Special Recognition 
We want to recognize all of our young people in the great work they are doing in the Bible 
school program. Wednesday night was the monthly drill down. Every student did a great 
job. Congratulations to the 4th-6th grade class for their achievements!




