
On Being Child-Like 
 Jesus said, "Verily, I say unto you, except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matt. 18:3). Jesus said "EXCEPT ye be converted..." This 
would indicate that obedience to the plan of salvation is a must. 
However, Jesus also said, "AND BECOME as little children..." 
Therefore, we can conclude that one must be a child to enter the 
kingdom. Do you know how to be the child that Jesus is telling his 
disciples would be the greatest in the kingdom (Matt. 18:4)? Please 
note five characteristics little children possess the Lord expects His 
children to retain in adulthood and thus enter in to the kingdom of 
God.


To be His child one must be caring. Whether it be about a pet, 
friend, parent, grandparent, or even a total stranger, the child has a 
deep concern about that person or thing. Too often we are more 
concerned about self and what self needs than we are about another 
individual. Adults tend to have that, "take care of number one" 
attitude. But, to become a child we must be caring toward everyone. 
The parable of The Good Samaritan illustrates this very point. The 
Samaritan went out of his way to take care of a total stranger who 
had been ignored by others (Luke 10:25- 37). We must be caring 
because souls are the most important things to Christians, and 
without a caring attitude toward others, many souls will be 
condemned to a devil's hell.	 


To be His child one must be humble. James wrote, "Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up" (James 
4:10). Peter wrote, "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time" (I Peter 5:6). Only if 
one has the humility of a child will God exalt him. Only if one has the 
humility of a child will one enter the kingdom of God. One can be 
humble by placing self on an equal basis with others and never look 
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down on others for their weaknesses. A true child of God is humble enough to help the 
weaker brother instead of mocking him. One can also be humble by following the advice 
of Jesus who said to turn the other cheek. This does not mean that we should let people 
take advantage of us, but give others another opportunity to do what is right. Humility is 
found by obeying the "Golden Rule." "Therefore all things whatsoever you would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets" (Matt. 
7:12).


To be His child one must be innocent. Innocent means to be harmless or guiltless. This 
is an attribute of all children until they reach the age of accountability. Yet, this will be the 
hardest part of becoming a child for an adult. Why? Because "...all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). However, one should not give up hope 
because the "...gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 6:23). How 
can we be innocent in this sin sick world? We must truly repent of our sins never to do 
them again. Then we must strive to walk in the light as He is in the light; we must be 
Christ-like. 


To be His child one must be loving. This is another obvious attribute of a child. Most 
children never have a problem loving another person and have a hard time understanding 
why adults find it so easy to hate others. To love another individual is commanded by 
Jesus himself (John 13:34,35; 15:12,17; I John 4:7-8). If you do not love others, your 
heart will eventually be hardened with hate. Too much hate will destroy a person in this 
life time as well as after death.


To be His child one must be dependent upon the Father. A child is dependent upon its 
parents for life. Likewise we must be dependent upon God the Father for eternal life. He 
sent His only begotten Son that all may have everlasting life (John 3:16). Jesus is the 
author of eternal salvation (Heb. 5:8-9); He is the way to God (John 14:6); and, He cares 
for us (I Peter 5:7). 


To become His child one must be caring, humble, innocent, loving, and dependent upon 
the Father. Are you child-like? If not, you cannot enter or be a part of the kingdom of 
heaven. You will not enjoy the wonderful things that are in heaven. You will not know what 
heaven is really like. Jesus Himself has told us all, "Suffer the little children, and forbid 
them not, to come unto me; for of such is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 19:14). If you do 
not become as a little child you will know what hell is like. You will feel the weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. You will feel the torment of the lake that burns eternally with fire and 
brimstone. Gain heaven and avoid hell and become a child of the Father today!

Family News and Notes 
Gloria Frye’s daughter, Kathy, experienced 1st & 2nd degree burns in a kitchen accident. 
Claudia Farrington is now home. Tory Lawrence’ dad is doing much better. Rick 
Caldwell still is dealing with heart concerns. John Williams has severe pain in his ankle 
from his injury. Kim Perkins’ wrote a “Thank You” card to the congregation for its support 
during her health issues. Charles Perkins is also dealing with chronic health at this time. 
Gay Mathis is now under hospice care at Autumn Care. She is now in room is #316. Vera 
West is now in an assisted living home. Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. 
Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s 
parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also 
struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Lettie is doing her best 
to care for him at home. Active military: Pray for our active duty military members; they 
could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray for their 
families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Elders’ & Deacons’ Meeting: this afternoon at 3:30pm


Teachers’ Meeting: Today after the evening service.


Young People: There will be a young people event at the Rose’ residence August 25th


NETS: August 26th after the evening service.


Gospel Meeting: September 16-19, with John Deberry Jr. Fliers are in the foyer. 


By the Numbers 
Attendance 8/5/18

Bible Class: 46	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 75	 	 P.M. Worship: 42

Contribution: $4,424.38	 	 DB Readers: 12	 	 Chapters Read: 193

Special Recognition 
Thanks to John for getting the lawnmower fixed and the lawn cut, even with a bad knee 
and ankles! Thanks also to Cookie for having a heart that wants to cheer others up! She 
does so much in the background that is encouraging.




