
Conviction or Convenience? 

 To be please God we must act out of conviction not 
convenience. It may be convenient to go attend a congregation 
that has a “Church of Christ” sign out front, but that does not 
follow the teachings of the New Testament. Conviction, 
however, will drive past such in order to worship and follow God 
correctly. Let us define our terms here: Convenience - 
suitability, personal comfort, suited to one's personal ease or 
comfort or to one's easy performance of some act or function. 
Conviction - a strong persuasion or belief. We might say a 
strong stand for what one believes, whether it is easy or not. All 
acceptable servants of God have in all ages had conviction; they 
did not do merely what was convenient. 

O T Examples 
 The very first one with a strong conviction was Abel. His 
sacrifice was by conviction. His strong faith led him to offer that 
which God had commanded. "By faith Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness 
that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he 
being dead yet speaketh" (Hebrews 11:4). Strong conviction will 
not allow compromise. Noah built the ark out of conviction. You 
can be sure it was not at all convenient for him to build such a 
structure, yet his faith determined that he should do it. “By faith 
Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved 
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the 
which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith” (Hebrews 11:7). In contrast, 
Adam and Eve did that which was convenient (Genesis 3:6). 
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Cain offered a sacrifice out of convenience (Genesis 4:3). Further, Nadab and 
Abihu offered the strange fire of convenience to the Lord and suffered because of it 
(Leviticus 10:1,2). 

N T Example 

 Jesus did not live a convenient life. “For I came down from heaven, not to 
do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me” (John 6:38). It was not 
convenient for Him to be baptized. It was not convenient for Him to teach all day 
and still heal the sick and feed the poor. It was not convenient for Him to face 
angry mobs and the hatred of the ruling class of the Jews. It was not convenient for 
Him to walk toward Calvary and become the Passover Lamb. “Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:5-8). 

What about you? 

 Are you convicted to do the right thing, or do you still do what is 
convenient? It is convenient and the path of least resistance to overlook sin and 
error. It takes conviction to stand for what is right and against the wrong. (and we 
need not mention that we can still do this with the right attitude!) It might be 
convenient to go to a denomination or unscriptural church. But it takes conviction 
to drive past all those places and be with God’s people. It is convenient to stay 
home from Bible Study, Sunday night and Wednesday night services. If one has 
true conviction he will not stay home during these times. The stayers-at-home 
depict an attitude that is not acceptable to God. The attitude is one of seeing how 
little one can do and still be pleasing to God. The attitude that is acceptable to God 
is one of how much I can do, not of how little I can do. Faithful Christians are not 
stayers-at-home, but their faith is active and filled with conviction!    
                          - BTH

Family News and Notes 
Gloria Frye’s daughter, Kathy, experienced 1st & 2nd degree burns in a kitchen accident. 
Claudia Farrington is still in CFVRMC after a serious fall. Tory Lawrence’ dad is doing 
much better. Rick Caldwell still is dealing with heart concerns. John Williams has severe 
pain in his ankle from his injury. Kim Perkins’ wrote a “Thank You” card to the 
congregation for its support during her health issues. Charles Perkins is also dealing 
with chronic health at this time. Gay Mathis is now under hospice care at Autumn Care. 
She is now in room is #316. Vera West is now in an assisted living home. Her sister 
Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still 
needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing 
well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in 
health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. Active military: Pray for our active 
duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. 
Remember to pray for their families as well.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Men’s Lunch: Thursday, August 9th at 11:30 @ Golden Corral on Skibo


Teachers’ Meeting: Today after the evening service.


Young People: There will be a young people event at the Rose’ residence August 25th


NETS: August 26th after the evening service.


Gospel Meeting: September 16-19, with John Deberry Jr. Fliers are in the foyer. 


By the Numbers 
Attendance 7/29/18

Bible Class: 56	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 79	 	 P.M. Worship: 43

Contribution: $3,889.25	 	 DB Readers: 15	 	 Chapters Read: 291

Special Recognition 
Friends and Family Day was again very successful. We had a number to invite their 
neighbors to hear the gospel preached. Several of our visitors stayed for lunch. Next time, 
invite someone to come with you!




