
Accidentally Saved? 

 It has become very common for some among us to argue 
that one may become a member of the New Testament church 
quite by accident. Some teach that one may, in the process of 
joining a denomination, actually be added by the Lord to the 
church Christ purchased with his blood. They teach that the 
sinner, though ignorant of what is happening, because he is 
sincere, is accepted by the Lord at the point he honestly does 
what he thinks is right. Some time ago I had a discussion with 
an elder of a church of Christ about this very idea. His argument 
fell into three points. (1) Sincerity makes a wrong right. (2) 
There is a great universal church of Christ which cannot be 
identified with any one religious group. (3) To argue that only 
what is revealed from God is that which God approves in 
religious actions is divisive and counter productive to godliness. 
 This elder had no new argument that hasn't been floating 
around among some for many years. Many congregations of the 
Lord's people have accepted people on the basis of their 
denominational baptism. This was done under the pretext that 
because the people were sincere when they were baptized their 
sincerity made them acceptable to the Lord. Sincerity, however, 
can never changed an action from wrong to right. Consider the 
examples of sincerity not having any effect on sin. Saul of Tarsus 
(Acts 23:1); Simon (Acts 8) has never been proved insincere in 
his request that the apostles sell him the power to confer 
miraculous power; Jacob sincerely mourned over Joseph as 
being dead when all the time he was alive. This elder argued 
that one could hear a lie, believe a lie, obey a lie, and still the 
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Lord would add that one to the church as though truth was involved. If sincerity 
made obeying a lie acceptable then Eve didn't sin because she was deceived. Her 
sincerity was not impugned but her action is condemned! This elder makes 
sincerity the basis of judgment. Jesus said, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth 
not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48) That word Jesus revealed is going to 
be the standard of judgment. People had better try to measure up to that word 
rather than thinking their sincerity will cover their sins.  
 This man also tried to argue that the church Jesus purchased goes beyond 
local identity. "But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus, they were baptized” (Acts 8:12) Do you 
suppose what the Samaritans heard resembled what sectarians preach about the 
kingdom and the authority of Jesus? The people of Samaria who heard and 
believed were baptized. Why were they baptized? Because they believed what 
Philip taught. Why are people baptized into the denominations? Because they 
believe what they hear! They hear that one is saved by believing into Jesus and 
being added to that great universal church. They then are baptized into a local 
denomination. There can be no parallel drawn between their action and the action 
of the Samaritans; only a contrast. We read in: "Then said Jesus to those Jews 
which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32). 
Jesus declared that it is truth, his word, which shall make men free. 
Denominational preaching is not the truth. It never has been the truth. People 
never were nor ever shall be saved by denominational preaching. 
 The elder's third argument centered around the allegation that to demand 
revealed, written authority for our religious actions is divisive. The gist of his belief 
is this: if it is not written, we have God's  approval to do it; If it is written, to bind it 
is to divide God's people. Belief in Jesus is commanded, but to bind that will 
divide. Thus, we have no authority to insist that what God commands be obeyed. 
This is irrational because it is contradictory.  
 In order to be saved, one must hear truth, believe truth, and obey truth. It is 
NEVER an accident when one is saved from sin.    -BTH

Family News and Notes 
Tory Lawrence father, Roy Heady, had a heart procedure and is still needing our 
prayers. Gloria Frye’s daughter, Kathy, experienced 1st & 2nd degree burns in a kitchen 
accident. Claudia Farrington still needs our prayers. Rick Caldwell still is dealing with 
heart concerns. John Williams’ rehab is going well. Kim Perkins’ surgery was 
successful. Gay Mathis is now under hospice care at Autumn Care. She is now in room 
is #316. Vera West is now in an assisted living home. Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs 
our prayers. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia 
Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia 
also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Lettie is doing her 
best to care for him at home. Both miss being here very much. Active military: Pray for 
our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s 
notice. Remember to pray for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those 
dedicating their lives to proclaiming the gospel of Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (Neuse Correctional in Goldsboro, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Friends and Family Day: Today! Fellowship after the morning service.


Men’s Lunch: Thursday, August 9th at 11:30 @ Golden Corral.


Teachers’ Meeting: Sunday August 5th after the evening service.


Young People: There will be a young people event at the Rose’ residence August 25th
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Special Recognition 
Thanks to all the men that came to the mens training last Lord’s Day. It certainly helps 
when we can all “get on the same page!” We appreciate all the men that are willing to 
lead in our worship services.




