
Decisions of Youth 
By Garland Elkins 

The youth of our day may at times be tempted to think that no 
one has ever faced as many problems. However, such is merely 
characteristic of life. Regardless of the problems, temptations 
and battles of life that may face youth, these are not unusual but 
rather completely normal. The apostle Peter wrote, "Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial among you, which 
cometh upon you to prove you, as though a strange thing 
happened unto you" (I Peter 4:12). Thus, decisions must be 
made. If young people will become children of God and live a 
faithful Christian life, though temptation and opposition will 
arise (II Tim. 3:12), yet the Christian can confidently say with 
Paul, "And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose" (Rom. 8:28). If you are looking to some imaginary 
future period in this life when there will be no problems, you 
will be disillusioned. Rather, we should rejoice that Christ will, 
if we will cooperate with him, help us solve our problems (I 
Peter 5:7). There are problems in all phases of life — in youth, 
middle age, and old age. The decisions of life demand the very 
best of character and these decisions will determine our 
happiness both for time and eternity. The problems of life 
demand the very best that is in you. I call attention to four 
decisions that most young people must make. 

EVERY PERSON MUST DECIDE AS TO HIS VOCATION 
The Bible teaches the necessity of work. To Adam, God said, "In 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and 
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unto dust shalt thou return" (Gen. 3:19). To the Thessalonians Paul wrote, "For 
even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, 
neither should he eat" (II Thess. 3:10). No one can expect to "sit upon the stool of 
do nothing and whittle on the stick of do less" and his needs be met.When 
choosing a job, do not decide solely upon the basis of, "What vocation will bring to 
me the most money?" Though consideration must be given to finances, such is 
secondary to Christianity. Your choice of work should be determined based on 
what vocation affords you the opportunity to make the greatest contribution to the 
cause of Christ.  

THE DECISION CONCERNING ASSOCIATES 
This is a most serious decision with implications involving far-reaching 
consequences for good or evil. Inspiration's advice is "Be not deceived: Evil 
companionships corrupt good morals" (I Cor. 15:33). No one ever became a 
drunkard if he did not take the first drink. No one would ever marry a worldly 
person if they did not have that first date. 

THE IMPORTANT DECISION OF MARRIAGE 
Realizing that much of your future usefulness and happiness both in time and in 
eternity will be determined by this decision, it certainly demands the utmost 
wisdom and judgment. Choose as a partner for life a good Christian. Solomon said, 
"Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the 
Lord" (Prov. 18:22). Paul wrote, "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself up for it" (Eph. 5:25). The New Testament 
teaches, "Wives be in subjection unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord"(Eph. 
5:22). Also "...and let the wife see that she fear her husband" (Eph. 5:33). 

THE MOST IMPORTANT DECISION 
You must choose "for" or "against" Christ. There is no neutral ground. Jesus said, 
"He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth 
abroad" (Matt. 12:30). It is impossible to serve both the Lord and the devil. "No 
man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to one, and despise the other" (Matt. 6:24). 
Decisions should be made that will be best for Christ and the advancement of 
Christianity. “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth” (Eccl 12:1). 

Family News and Notes 
Continue to pray for Debbie Smith and the Smith family. She was hospitalized for two 
days with diverticulitis. Claudia Farrington still needs our prayers. Rick Caldwell still is 
dealing with heart concerns. John Williams’ rehab is going well. Kim Perkins will have 
surgery in Hillsborough next week. Carolyn Pierce is now back at home. Jennifer’s 
coworker, Nazreen Sahib has breast cancer, but is doing much better. Gay Mathis is 
now under hospice care at Autumn Care. She is now in room is #316. Vera West is now 
in an assisted living home. Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams 
brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter 
and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe 
back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at 
home. Both miss being here very much. Active military: Pray for our active duty military 
members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray 
for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to 
proclaiming the gospel of Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Frances Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Troy, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
VBS: July 16-18 @ 6:30 each evening.


NETS: Do not forget to give Byran your numbers! Door hangars should be ready next 
week. Next meeting is July 22nd after the evening service.


Men’s Training: For all men that participate in the worship assembly (or would like to), we 
are meeting at 3pm, July 22nd in the auditorium.


If you would like to host a youth devotional for the month of July, please see Byran ASAP!


By the Numbers 
Attendance 7/1/18

Bible Class: 55	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 83	 	 P.M. Worship: 36

Contribution: $3,448.48	 	 DB Readers: 11	 	 Chapters Read: 314

Special Recognition 
We had a great time at men’s lunch on Thursday; a great group assembled to talk about 
both spiritual and secular topics. What an encouraging time every month! There were also 
some new faces at Ladies’ Bible Class this week. Take advantage of these opportunities!




