
The Role of Women in the Church 
By Rod Rutherford 

	 The traditional role of women in our society is under 
sharp attack today! Beginning with the Second World War 
when women left the home in large numbers to join the public 
work force while the men were away fighting, the role of 
women has undergone a constant change. Today, the influence 
of the Women's Liberation Movement is being felt world-wide. 
While most would agree with some of the goals of this 
organization such as equal opportunities of employment for 
men and women, equal wages for the same jobs, etc., this 
movement as a whole is a radical, humanistic approach which 
disparages the God-given role of women as wives, mothers 
and homemakers.

	 Not surprisingly, the role of women in the Lord’s church 
is also under attack! Already there are congregations being 
ripped to shreds because of this issue. The Women's 
Liberation Movement has had an influence on many of our 
sisters in Christ. Denominationalism, especially Pentecostalism, 
has long permitted women to serve in unscriptural positions of 
leadership. However, the biggest culprit is the growing 
ignorance of the Word of God and the diminishing respect for 
its authority! In discussing the role of women in the church as 
ordained by Almighty God, we must keep in mind two things. 
First, it does not matter what the world says or does. Our 
standard is the unchanging, ever relevant inspired, inerrant 
Word of God (Romans 12:2; II Timothy 3:16-17). Second, the 
question of man's place in the home and the church in contrast 
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to the woman's place is not a question of superiority and inferiority but of

purpose and function. God has given each sex a vital role to play. It is essential to 
human happiness that both men and women remain in their God-given roles.


AREAS WHICH ARE THE SAME

	 There are some areas in which men and women stand in the same footing 
before God. God's love is the same for both (John 3:16). God is no respecter of 
persons (Acts 10:34-35; Romans 2:11). Salvation in Christ is freely and equally 
available to all people without distinction to race, class, nationality, or sex 
(Galatians 3:26-29).


AREAS WHICH DIFFER

	 There are, however, areas in God's plan for men and women which differ. In 
God's plan, men are the primary breadwinners, leaders and authority figures 
(Genesis 3:17- 19; II Timothy 5:8; Ephesians 5:23; 6:4). In God's plan, women are 
to be helpmeets to their husbands, mothers and workers at home (Genesis 2:18; 
Titus 2:3-5). Although the role of wives is a role of submission to the leadership of 
their husbands, this in no way detracts from the vital importance of their position 
(Genesis 2:16; Ephesians 5:22-24; Titus 2:5). Men and women differ one from 
another, not only physically, but also psychologically. This suits them for their 
different but complementary roles.


THE WOMAN'S ROLE

	 The fact that woman's God-ordained role in both the home and the church 
is not one of leadership but of submission to the man, does not mean that woman 
does not have an important and essential role to play. Woman was created to be 
a “help meet" (suitable helper) for man (Genesis 2:22-24). In marriage, woman 
fulfills her most vital reason for being. As her husband's companion physically, 
mentally and emotionally, she achieves her highest place. Truly, beside every 
successful man is a successful woman!

	 Woman was created to be a mother. Giving birth to children is not a 
punishment brought on by the Fall in Eden but a privilege ordained by God in the 
beginning (Genesis 1:28; 3:16). David Lipscomb said: "No more sacred and 
higher office did God ever lay on mortals than that he has laid on woman —to 
bear and train children and subjects for his everlasting kingdom.” Abraham 
Lincoln said; "All that I am and have, I owe to my angel mother.”

Family News and Notes 
Steve Smith, husband of Debbie Smith is in CFVRMC. Claudia Farrington still needs 
our prayers. Rick Caldwell still is dealing with heart concerns. John Williams is looking 
at a lengthy recovery from a broken leg, but his rehab is going well. Carolyn Pierce is at 
Village Green rehab. Jennifer’s coworker, Nazreen Sahib recently discovered she has 
breast cancer. Vicky Carver needs our prayers. Gay Mathis is now under hospice care at 
Autumn Care. She is now in room is #316. Vera West remains in rehab before going into 
a nursing home. Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, 
Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and 
Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back 
pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. 
Both miss being here very much. Active military: Pray for our active duty military 
members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray 
for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to 
proclaiming the gospel of Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Pollard family, 
Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Troy, NC), and Thelma 
Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Men’s Lunch: Thursday at 11:30 @ Golden Corral on Skibo 


CCSOP Lectureship and Graduation: June 3-9. Graduation is Saturday the 9th at 3pm.


VBS: July 16-18 @ 6:30 each evening.


If you would like to host a youth devotional for the month of June, please see Byran 
ASAP!

By the Numbers 
Attendance 5/27/18

Bible Class: 72	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 100	 	 P.M. Worship: 50

Contribution: $3,277.50	 	 DB Readers: 14	 	 Chapters Read: 288

Special Recognition 
Thanks to those that helped the Pool boys celebrate their graduation. Thanks to Steve 
and Becky for the hard work they put into the celebration planning. Fun was had by all.




