
Memorial Days 

    The verse that immediately came to my mind when thinking 
about Memorial Day was John 15:13, “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” This verse 
is often quoted on Memorial Day and frequently applied (in 
most cases, correctly) to the men and women who have died to 
serve our country. Memorial Day, then, is the day that we 
remember those who have fallen, whether in battle or in 
peacetime, who have sacrificed all simply for the sake of their 
fellow man’s freedom. This day, in our culture, comes around 
once a year and to most, this day signifies the beginning of the 
summer season and the associated recreational activities. 

 What will you do on Memorial Day? Some will have 
backyard cook outs (that is what we plan on doing). Some will 
go to the lake or beach. Some will go to a park for a picnic. 
Others will attend a parade or some other Memorial Day 
celebration. But our eternal destiny does not depend upon us 
doing any one particular thing on Memorial Day. It is a 
wonderful thing to say “thank you” by remembering those that 
gave up everything so that you are afforded opportunities no 
one has ever experienced. 
 There is another memorial day, however, that is much 
more significant than the Memorial Day which we celebrate 
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every year. This memorial day commemorates One who not only gave His life for 
his friends and fellow countrymen, but also for His enemies (Romans 5:7, 8). This 
memorial day is not to remember those who have fallen in battle, but One who was 
triumphant over death (Colossians 2:15). This memorial day does not begin a 
single season of the year, instead it begins each week. This memorial day is 
observed by those who are faithful Christians upon the first day of the week, every 
week. What is this day of which I speak? It is Sunday, the first day of the week 
(Mark 16:2, 9, Acts 20:7), the Lord’s day (Revelation 1:10). 
 Yes, today is memorial day. The early Christians gathered upon the first day 
of the week to remember the Lord by partaking of the Lord’s supper (Acts 20:7). 
Jesus said in Luke 22:19 “this do in remembrance of me” and Paul in 1 Corinthians 
11:24, 25 reiterated this statement of Jesus in regard to the Lord’s Supper as well. 
Yes, today is memorial day. When we eat of the bread and drink of the fruit of the 
vine, we remember the body and blood of Jesus. We remember that He died for us; 
we remember that He was resurrected to live again (Philippians 3:10); we 
remember that his physical death gave us spiritual life that we might live in Him 
each day (1 Thessalonians 5:10). 
 What will you do on memorial day? Many think that memorial day is a day 
to stay home and rest, or go to the park, or beach or lake. Yet others believe that we 
must make an observance of memorial day, but not the full observance by 
remembering His body and blood in His supper, at His table. We each have a 
choice this memorial day. We can abide by the instructions of the One who 
established memorial day and remember Him as He desires, or we can do 
whatever we desire whether that is not observing the day at all, or only partly 
observing it. One thing is certain; our eternal destiny will depend upon how we 
observe this memorial day. 

-BTH 

Family News and Notes 
Steve Smith, husband of Debbie Smith is in CFVRMC. Claudia Farrington still needs 
our prayers. Rick Caldwell still is dealing with heart concerns. John Williams is looking 
at a lengthy recovery from a broken leg, but his rehab is going well. Carolyn Pierce is at 
Cape Fear rehab. Jennifer’s coworker, Nazreen Sahib recently discovered she has breast 
cancer. Vicky Carver needs our prayers. Gay Mathis is now under hospice care at 
Autumn Care. She is now in room is #316. Vera West remains in rehab before going into 
a nursing home. Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, 
Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and 
Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back 
pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. 
Both miss being here very much. Active military: Pray for our active duty military 
members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray 
for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to 
proclaiming the gospel of Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Oliver family, the 
Pollard family, Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Troy, NC), 
and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Graduation Celebration: we will honor our graduates tonight after the evening service. 
Please leave a gift in the box on the table in the foyer for our graduates. 


NETS Meeting: this afternoon at 4pm in room 6.


Teachers’ Meeting: Summer Qtr Teachers will meet after Drill Down on Wednesday.


CCSOP Lectureship and Graduation: June 3-9. Graduation is Saturday the 9th at 3pm.


VBS: July 16-18 @ 6:30 each evening.

By the Numbers 
Attendance 5/20/18

Bible Class: 56	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 88	 	 P.M. Worship: 50

Contribution: $3,543.25	 	 DB Readers: 12	 	 Chapters Read: 158

Special Recognition 
Congratulations to all of our graduates! A new PhD, Associates degrees and High school 
diplomas were all earned by members of Cape Fear this spring.
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