
The Work of the Church  
The work of the church is the greatest work on earth. It is the only 
work that will be of value in the judgment. It should stir within us 
then a desire to know exactly what the work of the church "is" and "is 
not."  

In spite of the fact that the Bible clearly defines the work of the 
church, there is still much confusion as to what that work is. The work 
of the church is not in solving social problems through social club 
type activities. The work of the church is not political, though 
morality in politics is demanded. The work of the church is not 
entertainment, though in other areas we may be entertained. The 
work of the church is to change the minds of men to do that which is 
according to the will of God. 

First, one of the basic works of the church is to edify those who are 
children of God. In Ephesians 4:12 "perfecting of the saints" literally 
means to equip, to complete, to fit for a specific purpose, train, 
instruct, develop, according to Thayer. One specific work of leaders is 
to feed the flock. Once a person is a child of God, that person needs 
further instruction. This is accomplished by teaching the word of God 
(II Peter 3:18). Saints should welcome instruction (I Peter 2:1-2) and 
should desire the whole council of God (Acts 20:27). Children of God 
should "meditate on the law of the Lord day and night" (Psalm 1:1-2); 
and should "hunger and thirst after righteousness" (Matt. 5:6). Other 
specific things may be used in edification, but those things must be in 
harmony with the will of God. Basically, everything we do is to be 
done to the edifying of others (Rom. 14:19). But those who do not 
grow, whether it is because they do not study, or they will not accept 
the efforts of others to edify them, stand under the condemnation of 
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the God of heaven (Heb. 5:12—6:6). 

Next, ”the work of the ministry" in Ephesians 4:12 would be what we commonly call 
benevolence. The church began early in its existence to see to the needs of others (Acts 
4:32-35). The relief of those in Jerusalem was shared by brethren in many parts of the 
world. Another particular case is recorded in Acts 6. Men were chosen who could take care 
of this problem of the widows and their needs. Paul gave to Timothy the same instruction 
concerning widows in I Timothy 5:3-16, using the phrase "widows indeed." To care for the 
needs of others is a part of "pure and undefiled religion" as recorded by James in James 
1:27. In James 2:15- 16 a situation is used to show the relationship between faith and 

works, but the illustration shows clearly the need to fulfill the needs of the needy. If we fail 
to see to the needs of those in need, the love of God does not dwell in us (I John 3:17). This 
responsibility is to be extended to "all men, especially unto them who are o f the 
household of faith" (Gal. 6:10). The work of the ministry is further impressed upon our 
minds by the fact that we shall be judged by our service (Matt. 25:31-46). 

Finally, while we are not interested just in numbers, we do recognize that numbers 
represent souls. When we understand that the work ofJesus was "to seek and to save that 
which was lost" (Luke 19:10),we as the body of Christ will engage in the same work. The 
great commission gives us the inarching orders of the church (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15; 
Luke 24:47). According to Ephesians 3:8-11 this is the eternal purpose of God. And, 
without our fulfilling that commission the truth of God will not be spread to those who are 
lost (Rom. 10:13-17). We read of the church at Antioch sending out Paul and Barnabas to 
preach to the Gentile world. W e read of the saints who were scattered from Jerusalem by 
the persecution— going everywhere preaching the word (Acts 8:4). We read of Paul 
spending time in Ephesus, preaching and teaching day and night, in an effort to 

strengthen the brethren and save the lost (Acts 20). The church, the pillar and ground of 
the truth (I Tim. 3:15), is to uphold the truth in a crooked world. If we do not do that, then 
no one else will and the world will be lost. 

In order for the church to accomplish its mission there must be leaders with the vision and 
wisdom to stir the hearts of the church to do the work. There must also be passion from 
each member for lost souls and a desire to meet the needs of his fellow laborer.        -BTH 

Family News and Notes 
Claudia Farrington broke a toe because of a fall last week. Kim Perkins is doing a lot 
better. Rick Caldwell still is dealing with heart concerns. John Williams is looking at a 
lengthy recovery from a broken leg. Carolyn Pierce is at Cape Fear rehab. Jennifer’s 
coworker, Nazreen Sahib recently discovered she has breast cancer. Vicky Carver 
needs our prayers. Gay Mathis is now under hospice care at Autumn Care. She is now in 
room is #316. Vera West remains in rehab before going into a nursing home. Her sister 
Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still 
needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing 
well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in 
health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. Both miss being here very much. 
Active military: Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a 
conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray for their families as well. Please 
pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to proclaiming the gospel of Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Oliver family, the 
Pollard family, Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Troy, NC), 
and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Graduation Celebration: we will honor our graduates May 27th after the evening service. 
Please leave a gift in the box on the table in the foyer for our graduates. 


NETS Meeting: Sunday, the 27th at 4pm.


CCSOP Lectureship and Graduation: June 3-9. Graduation is Saturday the 9th at 3pm.


VBS: July 16-18 @ 6:30 each evening.
By the Numbers 

Attendance 5/13/18

Bible Class: 54	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 90	 	 P.M. Worship: 50

Contribution: $3,239.25	 	 DB Readers: 13	 	 Chapters Read: 325

Special Recognition 
The ladies in our Education Program enjoyed a wonderful workshop yesterday with Teah 
McWhorter and April Meacham. Their efforts are appreciated to help our teachers get 
better. Thanks to all those that helped make this a successful event!




