
Does Baptism Save Forever? 

 There is the false doctrine that faith only will save a soul 
from being eternally lost. The Bible knows no such doctrine. 
James 2:24 says that “by works a man is justified, and not by 
faith only.” We find instead the Scriptures replete with 
statements and examples of those that not just had to believe 
God, but act on their beliefs. Abel acted on his belief that when 
God said to offer animal sacrifice, that is what he did and God 
was pleased with his offering (Genesis 4:4). Cain, on the other 
hand, believed in God, but did not give what was commanded, 
so reaped the consequences of his disobedience (vs 5). Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, 
Isaiah, Elijah, Daniel, etc. all believed God, and their example is 
given to us that we might follow what they did (Romans 15:4). 
 There is another popular doctrine that is unknown to the 
Scriptures, and that is the doctrine of “once saved always 
saved.” This idea first began with John Calvin and is the last 
tenet of Calvinism: Perseverance of the Saints. Calvin taught 
that once a soul was saved, then no matter what that person did, 
live a life filled with sin or righteousness, that person could not 
be lost. This doctrine, though very popular, is a false doctrine. 
Simon, who once was a sorcerer, obeyed the gospel after Philip 
the disciple of Christ preached to the city of Samaria. When 
Peter and John came to the city to lay their hands on the new 
Christians that they might receive spiritual gifts, Simon asked to 
purchase the power of laying on of hands. Note Peter’s response 
to Simon.  

 “Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast 
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thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of 
God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the 
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in 
the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.”  

Here are strong words for a new Christian. Simon was a believer in Christ and a 
true Christian (Acts 8:13). He was a saved individual. Sin entered back into his life 
and he needed to repent or be lost. 
 What saves man today? It is not baptism! “But Preacher, you preach every 
Lord’s day, and from house to house, that baptism is where we come in contact 
with the blood of Christ!” Yes, baptism is the only means for a soul to be added to 
the body of Christ (Acts 2:47), sanctified by the blood (1 Corinthians 6:11), washed 
in His blood (Revelation 1:5), washed of all sin (Acts 22:16), sins are in remission 
(Acts 2:38), and Christ is put on (Galatians 3:27). But baptism is only one act of 
obedience! We are saved by faith (Hebrews 11:6), repentance (Luke 13:3), and 
confessing Christ (Romans 10:10) as well. Even though baptism is what puts one 
into Christ, it is still just an act of obedience. 
 The problem is that some believe that when they are baptized into Christ 
and all their sins are washed away, they somehow come out of the water with a sin 
teflon coating over their souls! Such is not the case! The new Christian must live a 
holy life, a changed life, or else his faith is for nothing (Romans 6:1). What must 
change? Everything! It is not enough to just change what church building you go to 
on Sunday morning. The change must be deep and sacrificial. Keep the good, toss 
the bad. Throw out bad friends/acquaintances. Toss bad habits such as smoking, 
drinking, gambling, cursing, sexual immorality, etc. Prioritize Christ and His 
kingdom over your endeavors of life (Matthew 6:33). Do not allow work, school, 
hobbies, or family to come between you and serving your Lord.  
 Baptism is not some “magical water potion” that changes the direction of 
your soul without you changing the direction of your life. Prior to baptism, one 
needs to be fully aware that life is going to be different. A commitment must be 
made to Jesus. Follow Him. 

-BTH

Family News and Notes 
Lee Sherman has some serious heart concerns and is facing a couple of surgeries. 
Vicky Carver fell and is not feeling well. Gay Mathis is now under hospice care at 
Autumn Care. She is not bedridden, but very weak. She is now in room is #315. Please 
remember Jeanette Freshley’s nephew in prayer. Vera West remains in rehab before 
going into a nursing home. Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers.Tommy 
Turnage’s grandmother passed away on Monday. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” 
Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, 
are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is 
declining in health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. Both miss being here 
very much. Active military: Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called 
to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray for their families as well. 
Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to proclaiming the gospel of 
Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Oliver family, the 
Pollard family, Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Troy, NC), 
and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
Elders/Deacons Meeting: this afternoon at 3:30pm 
FOM: Class is on Saturday afternoons at 3pm. Graduation is March 31st. Please sign up 
on the table in the foyer to come celebrate with us. 

Ladies’ Day: March 17th. Speaker is Beth Bennett


Gospel Meeting: Sheffield Drive, March 25-28. Speaker - Eddie CraftBy the Numbers 
Attendance 3/4/18

Bible Class: 60	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 97	 	 P.M. Worship: 47

Contribution: $3,508.25	 	 DB Readers: 18 	 	 Chapters Read: 305

Special Recognition 
Congratulations to Gloria Emerick, she is a great-grandmother! Samson Brian Cox is 9 
lbs. and 22 inches.




