
Thoughts on Prayer (cont’d) 
By Robert Rushmore 

How often should we pray? 
 The Bible contains examples pertaining to the 
frequency of our prayers as well. Daniel prayed three times a 
day, knowing that doing so broke the laws of the land (Daniel 
6:10). Cornelius was called a devout man partially due to the 
fact that he "prayed to God alway" (Acts 10:2). In addition to 
these examples, the Bible also contains commandments 
concerning the frequency of our prayers. "Pray without 
ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Without ceasing is without 
stopping, or continuing in. Continuing in indicates a pattern. 
So, we are commanded and shown by example to continue in 
prayer. 

For what should we pray? 
 Paul frequently prayed for the church. "Always in every 
prayer of mine for you all making request with 
joy" (Philippians 1:4). Colossians 1:3 and 1 Thessalonians 1:2 
are only two of the frequent occasions where Paul is also 
recorded praying for the brethren. In his example prayer, 
Jesus used the words, "Thy kingdom come" (Luke 11:2). 
Today, we cannot use those words because the kingdom, 
being the church, has already come. Instead, we take the 
example in John 17:20-22 where Christ prayed that the 
apostles and all believers be united as God the Father and 
God the Son are united. We should pray for the church as 
shown by example. 
 We are also to pray for our enemies. Stephen, in Acts 
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Morning Worship 

Announcements:	Phil Byrd


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 John Williams


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Eric Austin


Assisting:	 Calvin Austin

	 	 Brynn Hatcher

	              Wade Hedgepeth


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:	 Venson Oliver


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Jon Williams


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Dustin Pool


Closing Prayer:	 Sam Rose


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Scripture:	 Pro. 7:6-15


Reading:		 Dustin Pool


Invitation:	 Byran Hatcher
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7:60, prayed his killers would be forgiven. Jesus commands us to be kind, pray 
for, and even love our enemies. "But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you" (Matthew 5:44). Jesus gave us an 
example of that commandment by forgiving the same people that crucified him 
(Luke 23:34). This concept relates to what is known as the Golden Rule, 
treating others as we would like to be treated (Matthew 7:12). By praying for 
our enemies, we show them kindness. That kindness may be what will bring 
them to God. 
 Our prayers should be of thanksgiving. "Pray without ceasing. In every 
thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you" (1 
Thessalonians 5:17-18). Everything we have came from God. Therefore, we 
should thank him for what we have. Daniel thanked God for blessing him with 
wisdom and might (Daniel 12:23). Jesus thanked God for the food that was 
provided for the multitudes in Matthew 15:36. The Bible contains both 
commands and examples to offer thanks in our prayers. Thank God for the 
blessings in your life, especially the ones taken for granted. 
 Prayer is a way to ask God for blessings. Matthew 7:7-8 tells that if we 
ask, we will receive. "And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive" (Matthew 21:22). We, however, must have faith. 
Another condition is that we pray for blessings in accordance with God's will. 
"And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever 
we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him" (1 John 
5:14-15). God knows what we need and what we can handle far better than we 
know. God is all-knowing and, therefore, knows what is best for each one of us 
(1 John 3:20). Pray to God for blessings, both physical and spiritual, 
remembering that his will is what matters. 

(original article at www.GospelGazette.com)

Family News and Notes 
Jeanette Freshley’s mother, Barbara Norris is very weak at this time. Also, her aunt and 
uncle, Jim and Nila Craig, have some serious health issues. Steve Pool’s friend, Jimmy 
Dennis, passed away last week. Vera West remains in rehab before going into a nursing 
home. Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs our prayers. Lee Sherman’s stepmother and 
brother’s house was destroyed in a fire. Today is the deadline on collecting items for 
them. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia 
Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia 
also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Lettie is doing her 
best to care for him at home. Both miss being here very much. Active military: Pray for 
our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s 
notice. Remember to pray for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those 
dedicating their lives to proclaiming the gospel of Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Oliver family, the 
Pollard family, Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Troy, NC), 
and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
FOM: Class is on Saturday afternoons at 3pm. Class continues till April 1st. 

Youth Devotional: February 18th at the church building. Hosted by the Pools


Mens’ Fellowship: March 10th. If you plan to go, please see Chad 


Ladies’ Day: March 17th. Speaker is Beth Bennett
By the Numbers 
Attendance 2/11/18

Bible Class: 62	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 88	 	 P.M. Worship: 43

Contribution: $4,108.51	 	 DB Readers: 8 	 	 Chapters Read: 309

Special Recognition 
Thanks to all those that brought plastic bags, we no longer need them. Also, a new sign-
up sheet is up in the foyer to clean the building and grounds. Please sign up!
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