
Be a Blessing 

 After studying the Lord’s church in the years 
following the time of the Apostles’ two main problems 
surface more than any of the others. The first destructive 
issue was human philosophy, the other was human 
leadership. Human leadership ultimately results in ruin 
and destruction. The prophet Jeremiah had seen the 
tragedy of human leadership as he penned, “O Jehovah, I 
know that the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man 
to direct his own steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). 
 Unfortunately, some have the idea that what the 
church desperately needs today is a great leader to marshal 
the forces of Christ against the evil present in the world. 
History has shown repeatedly this approach does not work. 
Every time a man has assumed the role as the leader of 
Christ’s church, he leads all the followers astray. Luther, 
Knox, Smith, Wesley, etc. no doubt had good intentions 
(perhaps) but all those that followed and are still following, 
will be lost. 
 The church needs to recognize Jesus as the leader of 
His church. He is more than capable, even from Heaven, to 
lead His people to the Promised Land. He leads from His 
word. He leads from the example He left for His flock to 
emulate. “Because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps” (1 Peter 2:21). 
Elders, are leaders, but not The Leader. They are to be 
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chief examples. Just as Timothy was to be an example, “But be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). So elders are to be an example to the flock. 
But one must never forget that Christ is the Head of the church. 
 Abraham was to be an example, or a blessing, to all that would come 
after him. “And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing” (Genesis 12:2). At first 
glance, it seems as though God is making a prediction. Such is not the case. 
This is an ideal. These things were said to Abram when he was still in Ur of 
Chaldea. His faith was not yet to be modeled after when God said these 
things to him. In keeping with the context, God is giving Abram instructions 
in order to come up to the ideal. He succeeded in almost every way.  
 Christ gave us an ideal in His sermon on the mount,  

 “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to 
be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of 
the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16) 

 Let the child of God not be so concerned with a human leader. Nor 
should there be concern that the church has no direction. It does. That 
direction comes from Jesus through His word. Each follower of Christ can, 
and should, know exactly what to do and how to do it. Those that are more 
mature are to model Christianity, but it is up to the individual to obey his 
Lord. 

- BTH

Family News and Notes 
Jeanette Freshley’s mother, Barbara Norris had a back procedure done and was in the 
hospital for pneumonia. Also, her aunt and uncle, Jim and Nila Craig, have some serious 
health issues. A friend of Steve Pool, Jimmy Dennis, has stage 4 lung cancer. Vera West 
has fallen several times. She is now under 24 hour care. Her sister Glenda Cox, also 
needs our prayers. Lee Sherman’s stepmother and brother’s house was destroyed in a 
fire. We are collecting clothes and money to help them. Linda Williams brother, Willie 
“Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche 
Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. 
Rudy Gray is declining in health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. Both 
miss being here very much. Active military: Pray for our active duty military members; 
they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray for their 
families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to proclaiming 
the gospel of Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Oliver family, the 
Pollard family, Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Troy, NC), 
and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
FOM: Class is on Saturday afternoons at 3pm. Class continues till April 1st. 

Teachers’ Meeting: Today, February 4th @ 4pm (for all teachers, not just those currently 
teaching)


Mens’ Lunch: Thursday at Golden Corral @ 11:30


Youth Devotional: February 18th at the church building. Hosted by the Pools
By the Numbers 

Attendance 1/28/18

Bible Class: 64	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 103	 	 P.M. Worship: 54

Contribution: $3,515.90	 	 DB Readers: 14 	 	 Chapters Read: 268

Special Recognition 
Wade replaced the front door handles and lock. The old one broke and needed to be 
replaced. The sturdy commercial-grade vacuum cleaner finally died as well, so John had 
to purchase a new vacuum cleaner. Thank you men!




