
Biblical Insight on Grace 

 Grace is a beautiful word, truly a great Bible truth is to be 
found in this word. In fact, it is a word and concept without which 
man's salvation would be impossible. Grace is derived from the 
Greek word charis. Thayer comments thus on charis: "…the New 
Testament writers used charis pre-eminently of that kindness by 
which God bestows favors even upon the ill-deserving, and grants 
to sinners the pardon of their offences, and bids them accept of 
eternal salvation through Christ…" (Greek-English Lexicon, pg. 
666). 
     The gospel (good news) is a result of God's grace (Gal. 1:6-9). 
Grace is presented as sufficient and Christians are called by grace 
(2 Cor. 12:7-10; Gal. 1:15). Man is saved by grace, the heart is 
established by grace, and we are justified by grace (Eph. 2:5, 8). 
Moreover, we render acceptable service by grace and grace imparts 
everlasting consolation (Heb. 12:28, 29; 2 Thes. 2:16). God's grace 
also makes us better people and helps us in time of need (I Cor. 
15:9, 10; Heb. 4:16). 
     Paul wrote, "Grace be unto you, and peace from God the Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ" (I Cor. 1:3). God is the source of 
grace. It is especially associated with Jesus in the New Testament 
(Jn. 1:17, notice also the association of grace and truth). "The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen" (2 Cor. 13:14). James 
exclaimed, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above" (Jas. 1:17). 
     Some recipients of God's grace. Noah "found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord" (Gen. 6:8). The lowly are said to be favored with grace 
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Morning Worship 
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Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Dale WIles
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(Prov. 3:34; I Pet. 5:5). Jesus and Paul are expressly said to have experienced God's 
grace (Lk. 2:40, I Cor. 15:10). Also, all who love the Lord have God's grace bestowed 
upon them (Eph. 6:24). A study of those who enjoyed God's grace consistently reveals 
a certain type of person: one who was obedient, trusting, submissive to God's 
requirements, and who had enduring fidelity (e.g. Noah, Gen. 6:5-8; Jesus, Jn. 4:34; 
those who love the Lord, I Jn. 5:3; and Paul, 2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 
     God's grace, however, can be abused. Some in the First Century turned "the grace of 
our God into lasciviousness…" (Jude 4). One way in which this was done is seen in 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans. "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that 
grace may abound?" (Rom. 6:1). Paul immediately answered his own question: "God 
forbid" (vs. 2). Unfortunately, grace continues to be presented today in such a fashion 
as to actually encourage the commission of sin. Instead of teaching which stresses 
man's responsibility to live right, many make statements similar to: "…the way a 
Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other 
people have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul…" (Sam Morris, 
Baptist Preacher, A Discussion which Involves a Subject Pertinent to All Men, pgs. 1, 
2; emp. mine-BTH). 
     God's grace is also abused when it is presented by man in such a way that God is the 
only operative force and agent in man’s salvation. Consider this statement: "Salvation 
is a free gift from God to certain individuals. We exercise faith in order to be saved, but 
even our faith is also a gift of God…" (William Cox, Amillennialism Today, pg. 33). 
"We believe that salvation of sinners is wholly of grace," one reads in the Baptist 
Manual (Art. 4, pg. 47; emp. mine-BTH). 
 Grace can only reign through mans’ righteousness. Paul writes regarding the 
relationship of God's grace and man’s righteousness, "That as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord." The expression "grace reign though righteousness" reveals the 
climate in which grace is successful. "Righteousness" is an atmosphere of the presence 
of God's commandments and man's humble obedience to all that God requires of him 
(Ps. 119:172, Acts 10:34, 35). 

-BTH

Family News and Notes 
Jeanette Freshley aunt in West Virginia is not doing well at this time.. Vera West has 
fallen several times. She is now under 24 hour care. Her sister Glenda Cox, also needs 
our prayers. A friend of Jennifer Hatcher from Alabama, Misty Nelson, has dangerously 
high blood pressure and is on stroke alert. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” 
Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, 
are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is 
declining in health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. Both miss being here 
very much. Active military: Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called 
to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray for their families as well. 
Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to proclaiming the gospel of 
Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Oliver family, the 
Pollard family, Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Troy, NC), 
and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
FOM: Class is on Saturday afternoons at 3pm. Class continues till April 1st. 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: @ 3:30pm this afternoon


Game Night: Friday January 26 @ 7pm.


Teachers’ Meeting: Sunday, Jan 28th @ 4pm (for teachers teaching the spring quarter)


If anyone would like to host the January/February youth devotional please see Byran

By the Numbers 
Attendance 1/7/18

Bible Class: 46	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 90	 	 P.M. Worship: 51

Contribution: $3,327.29	 	 DB Readers: 10 	 	 Chapters Read: 282

Special Recognition 
Right now I am teaching in two schools (temporarily!). Central Carolina School of 
Preaching in Sumter, SC and Four Seas College of Bible and Missions in Singapore (via 
Skype from my house or the office). Please keep these works in your prayers.




