
Authentic Christianity is not on the Buffet! 
 Many Americans think they love Chinese food.If you were to 
ask them, “Do you like Chinese food?” they would likely reply, 
“Absolutely! I eat at the Chinese buffet all the time.” Christianity and 
buffets should not resemble one another. Said buffets are to be found 
across the breadth and length of this country, and they are all 
surprisingly alike, with some variation on the quality and selection 
offered. These fine eating establishments offer a variety of culinary 
delights, most of which is anathema to sound dietary practices, but all 
of which is consumed with eager relish. From the popular General 
Tso’s Chicken, to the egg rolls, to the sushi and hibachi grill, to the 
pizza for the kids, to the crab rangoons… it seems like there’s always 
something for everyone. 
 However, the curious thing about most of the food found in 
Chinese Buffets is how little of it is actually Chinese. Some of it, one 
supposes, might be better described as being inspired by Chinese 
cooking, perhaps in a fashion similar to how some movies claim they 
are inspired by real life events… meaning they perhaps kept the 
names. 
 As we start analyzing the various dishes, we will of course 
observe that there are, in most buffets, things that are obviously not 
Chinese: the sushi (inspired by the Japanese), the pizza and the 
alfredo noodles (from the Italians), the salad bar, and the multi-
colored jello offerings. But even the dishes most might think are 
Chinese, aren’t. While there was a General Tso in China, its most 
likely he never consumed anything resembling the dish that now 
bears his name. The Chow Mein noodles? Invented in San Francisco. 
Egg rolls? They seemed to have been invented in New York City. The 
Mongolian Beef? Not really a Mongolian dish. Even the ubiquitous 
fortune cookies are an American invention. But, the buffet does 
delight. And there is something for everyone. It’s just not 
authentically Chinese. 
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Morning Worship 

Announcements:	 John Williams


Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Eric Austin


Lord’s Table:

Presiding:	 Scot Parchman


Assisting:	 Carlos Boles

	 	 Sibio Farrington

	               Phil Byrd


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Closing Prayer:	 Dustin Pool


Evening Worship 

Song Leader:	 Chad Futrell


Opening Prayer:	 Bill Rose


Sermon:		 Byran Hatcher


Lord’s Supper:	 Brynn Hatcher


Closing Prayer:	 Abel Abraham


Those serving Wednesday


Song Leader:	 Byran Hatcher


Scripture:	 Pro. 5:7-14


Reading:		 Kyle Pool


Invitation:	 Chad Futrell

Welcome!


Cape Fear

Church of Christ


3808 Village Dr

Fayetteville, NC 
28304

Phone: 

(910) 425-1108

Website:

capefearcoc.org

Find us on 
Facebook!


Service Times

Sunday:

B. C.          9:00am

Worship  10:00am

Evening     5:00pm


Wednesday Night:

B. C.	       7:00pm


Ladies’ Class:

Tuesdays10:00am


Elders

Scot Parchman

Wade Hedgepeth

Byran Hatcher


Deacons

Brian Godfrey

Steve Pool

John Williams


January 7, 2018 Volume 22 Issue 1

Pantry Item 
Spaghetti O’s

http://capefearcoc.org
http://capefearcoc.org


 Many Americans likewise love Christianity. If you were to ask them, “Are you a 
Christian,” they would reply, “Absolutely! I go to worship at such and such a church all the 
time.” “All the time” being a vague term which, depending on the person, might mean 
anywhere from a couple of times a year to several times a week. 
 It is worth noting that for many Americans, Christianity frequently seems to 
resemble the aforementioned Chinese buffet. There is something to please everyone. There 
are churches which will cater to your tastes, no matter what those tastes are. If you want 
an easy divorce, there are churches which will sanction it for you. If you want to get drunk 
on a Friday, there are churches which will tell you it’s alright. If you want loud explosive 
music filled with screaming guitars and heavy drums, or if you want soft, soulful music 
with a nice choir… somewhere there is a church that will provide what you want. However, 
as with the buffet, what is all too often lost in all of this variety is authenticity. The 
religious experience offered might delight the senses, tickle ears, and get the adrenaline 
pumping; but chances are good that it has little to no relationship to that form of 
Christianity found in the pages of the New Testament. This is not a new problem, nor 
strictly speaking, an American problem… but it is a problem. 
 We see this in the concern the apostle Paul had for the church in Corinth, when he 
feared that the devil would lead them away from the purity and simplicity of Christ and 
His gospel (2 Corinthians 11:1-4). We are warned of the danger of departing from the 
purity of the Gospel, being told that to change the Gospel is to make it not the Gospel, and 
that the one who adds to it in his teaching will be accursed (Galatians 1:6-9). The 
Scriptures warn us that the one who runs ahead and does not abide in the doctrine of 
Christ does not have a true relationship with God (2 John 9). Also, Jesus Himself 
reminded His listeners that,“teaching as doctrine the commands of men,” made their 
religion, and their worship, vain in the sight of God, revealing hearts that were not in tune 
with what God wanted (Matthew 15:8-9). 
 True Christianity is not to be found in the buffet. It is to be found in that form of 
doctrine taught in the New Testament. Men who are authentically seeking the authentic 
Christ should not be satisfied with men who tell them what they want to hear, but should 
continue to look until they find those teachers that point to the Bible alone for their 
authority in matters of worship, doctrines and practices. 

  
-BTH 

(Adapted from an article by  Jonathan McAnulty)

Family News and Notes 
Jeanette Freshley has received good news concerning the mass on her kidneys. She 
does have gallstones, but no cancer. Sherri Parchman’s step sister, Lisa Suarez, has 
cancer and is having surgery on the 6th. Vera West has fallen several times. She is now 
under 24 hour care. Her sister Glenda, also needs our prayers. Linda Williams brother, 
Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and 
Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back 
pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. 
Both miss being here very much. Active military: Pray for our active duty military 
members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray 
for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to 
proclaiming the gospel of Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Oliver family, the 
Pollard family, Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Raleigh), 
and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
FOM: Our first class was yesterday afternoon. Class continues till April 1st. 

Men’s lunch: Thursday January, 11 at the Golden Corral on Skibo, 11:30am


Ladies’ Bible Class resumes Tuesday morning at 10:00am


Elders and Deacons Meeting: 3:30pm next Sunday


Game Night: Friday January 26 @ 7pm.

By the Numbers 
Attendance 12/31/17

Bible Class: 41	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 82	 	 P.M. Worship: 40

Contribution: $2,978.00	 	 DB Readers: 10 	 	 Chapters Read: 197

Special Recognition 
Thanks to all that helped to “pick up the slack” while my family and I were away for the 
holidays. We enjoyed our time with family, but glad to be back. I might have brought a 
family member back with me! Dad began teaching FOM yesterday afternoon.




