
 Go Visit Someone! 

 There is a word that is chilling to our culture 
today; that word is “alienated.”  The word 
“alienate” means to cause to withdraw or isolate.  
To be alienated is to be alone.  Loneliness is one of 
man’s greatest fears.  It has driven some to 
insanity, and, tragically, caused others to end their 
lives.  It is the father of despair and hopelessness.  
The question must be asked: what causes 
alienation? Especially within the safe confines of 
the Lord’s Kingdom! 
	 Alienation is the result of failing to treat 
others with respect by acting upon selfish desires 
(James 1:14-15), instead of putting the needs of 
others first (Philippians 2:4).  Selfishness displays 
no true concern for others.  This lack of concern 
separates people in two ways.  First, others will 
observe it and seek to insulate themselves against 
it by not associating with those that are selfish.  
They will not want to be used as mere tools for 
someone else’s satisfaction.  Such reduces people 
to being objects instead of valuable individuals. 
Second, those showing no concern for others will 
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also cease associating with anyone who is not interested in 
satisfying their selfish desires.  Egocentric people mistakenly 
believe that it is the satisfaction of their desires that affirms their 
value in life and to others. They assume that anyone who does not 
satisfy them are the ones in the wrong.  They will only associate 
with people who are treating them as objects instead of people. 
 It is extremely important for Christians to not identify 
themselves with their desires. To think in such a way is carnal, or 
worldly, minded and not spiritual minded (Romans 8:7). 
Christians must also have enough respect for the household of 
God to include them in their lives even when their brethren 
behave selfishly. Jesus treated everyone in this way, especially on 
the cross (Romans 5:6).   
 The Bible teaches true respect for others by instilling a sense 
of worth for all. Man is created in God’s image (Genesis 1:26,27; 
2:7), and therefore all are inherently valuable to Him. Sinful man 
was also worth the life of God’s only begotten Son (John 6:51).  
When Christians begin to value themselves the way God values 
them, they will not see others through the lens of their personal 
desires (Galatians 2:20).  The joyous result will be to submit 
themselves to God to be used in unselfish service toward others 
(Romans 6:17-19). “Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world” (James 
1:27). 

-BTH

Family News and Notes 
Claudia Farrington is doing better following some therapy. Jeanette Freshley has 
received good news concerning the mass on her kidneys. She does have gallstones, but 
no cancer. Sherri Parchman’s step sister, Lisa Suarez, has cancer and is having surgery 
on the 6th. A sister in Christ in Las Vegas, Debi Groven, is also facing cancer surgery 
next week.Vera West has fallen several times. She will be moving to a different location in 
Chattanooga. Please send her a birthday card this week. Her address information is on 
the bulletin board in the foyer. Linda Williams brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs 
our prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well 
at this time. Tylia also struggles with severe back pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health. 
Lettie is doing her best to care for him at home. Both miss being here very much. Active 
military: Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area 
at a moment’s notice. Remember to pray for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP 
and all those dedicating their lives to proclaiming the gospel of Christ.


Also remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 
Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia 
Landrum, Gwen and Sarah Jennen, John and Linda Williams, the Oliver family, the 
Pollard family, Claudia Farrington, Monica Ullom (in Women’s State Prison in Raleigh), 
and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, teachers and students!

Events 
New Years’ Eve Fellowship: After the evening service on the 31st. Please sign up on the 
table in the foyer.  
FOM: Our first class will be Saturday January 6th at 3pm. Come with Bible and pen. Be 
the PIG! 
EYC Youth Devotional: Immediately following worship, all those going to EYC need to 
meet up front.

Please Note: There will not be a “game night” until January. There will also not be a 
bulletin for December 31st. There will be a special guest speaker for bible class and 
worship that morning.

By the Numbers 
Attendance 12/17/17

Bible Class: 60	 	 	 A.M. Worship: 93	 	 P.M. Worship: 56

Contribution: $3,606.25	 	 DB Readers: 9 	 	 Chapters Read: 244

Special Recognition 
Thanks to all of the generosity this congregation has shown my family and me. Each of 
you is a blessing and we are so honored to be here to work with you in the Lord. May the 
God of all Creation bless us as we labor together for the cause of Christ.




