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Contending for the Faith 

 Jude verse three exhorts faithful Christians to “earnestly 

contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” 

Courageous soldiers of the cross have always recognized and ful-

filled this sacred duty without fear and without partiality. When 

Paul recognized misconduct, even when it was a beloved fellow 

Apostle, he rebuked him because he, “walked not uprightly accord-

ing to the truth of the gospel” (Galatians 2:14). The fact that Peter 

was an apostle did not deter Paul from condemning his prejudicial 

behavior “to the face, because he was to be blamed” (Galatians 

2:11). The fact that Barnabas had vouched for Paul’s sincerity in 

obeying the gospel (Acts 9:27); recruited Paul to help with the work 

in Antioch (Acts 11:25-26); and accompanied Paul on his first mis-

sionary journey (Acts 13:1-2), did not influence Paul to overlook 

and excuse his sin (Galatians 2:13). Since we are entrusted with de-

fending and upholding sacred truth, Jude taught that we should dis-

play the very same courage and resolve as Paul. 

 In spite of the plain admonition on this subject, many are 

unwilling to contend for the faith. One reason for this apparent lack 

of discipleship is a perverted view of love. Just as permissive par-

ents approach child rearing incorrectly, some brethren feel that no 

disciplinary action is advised nor preferred. They desire to sweep all 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 

Cape Fear Church of Christ 

3808 Village Drive 

Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Phone: (910) 425-1108 

 

Service Times 

Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

Website: capefearcoc.org 

Elders: Wade Hedgepeth 

 Scot Parchman 

 Byran Hatcher  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: Chad Futrell 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Scot Parchman 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Eric Austin 

Assisting:  Ron Austin 

  Adam Byrd 

  Steve Pool 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Gesna Davis 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Brynn Hatcher 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Jon Williams 

Closing Prayer: Sam Rose 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Kelton Fell 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Dustin Pool 

Reading:  Pro. 2:15-22 

Invitation: Chad Futrell 
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sinful activity - no matter how vile - under the proverbial rug, and call it “love.” This sort of 

thinking is as far from true Biblical love as east is from west.. The Devil revels in the fact 

that such a perversion has infiltrated the church to such a large degree. 

 Other ideas concerning why many do not want to contend for the faith: 

 It will embroil into controversy 

 It will define a Divine standard of behavior 

 It will cause us to be different from everyone else 

 It has been done in an improper manner by others 

 It will offend some people 

 It is very true that when Christians stand for the truth, they will inevitably stand 

against some people. The Lord even acknowledged that when we stand for and obey Him it 

is possible that enemies will arise out of our own households. But Christ must come first, 

not other people, no matter who they are. Should we go out of our way to offend? Abso-

lutely not. In discipline there should be the view of restoring a brother, and accepting him 

back into the fold. Just because he does not want to hear, “you have sinned, you must re-

pent” does not mean it should not be said.  

 We are not going to be able to please everyone. Walking the very narrow line of 

hating the sin and loving the sinner is often difficult. However, this tightrope walk should 

never discourage us into compromising the truth, but diligently contending for the faith. 

  -BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 9/24/17  

Bible Class: 77   A.M. Worship: 118 P.M. Worship: 58 

Contribution: $3,874.25  DB Readers: 15  Chapters Read: 293 

 

Prayer Requests 

Vera West has fallen a number of times and is not doing well. Please send her a card. Information is on the 

table in the foyer. John and Linda Williams are dealing with some family issues in Maryland right now. John 

has some health issues he is going through, especially pain. And  Linda’s brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, 

still needs our prayers. A family member of a coworker of Steve Pool is not doing well. Please pray for the 

Dennis family. Eric and Jessica Rolshouse are expecting a boy, due next month.  Tylia Landrum’s parents, 

Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia is also struggling with severe pain. Rudy 

Gray is declining in health and Lettie is doing her best to care for him. Both miss being here very much. Ac-

tive military. Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moments 

notice. Remember to pray for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives 

to proclaiming the gospel of Christ. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn Pierce, Rudy 

and Lettie Gray, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia Landrum, Gwen & Sarah Jennen, John 

& Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Gary, Brenda & Brent Pollard, Eddie Drews, Monica Ullom (She will be in 

prison for 2 more years), and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and 

teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Cheyenne Turner obeyed the gospel Tuesday evening. Welcome to the Family! We rejoice in her decision to 

put her Lord on in baptism. Pray for her as she begins this walk with Jesus. 

Mens’ Lunch: Thursday, at 11:30, Golden Corral on Skibo.  Wedding shower: for the Turners; Saturday, 

October 7th, 2:00pm at the church building.     Youth Devotional: Saturday, October 21st from 5pm til. 

Please bring a pumpkin to carve and carving utensils. 

Gospel Meeting: at Clinton. October 22-26. 7:30 weeknights 

5th Sunday Friends and Family Day: October 29th we will have a special message and then a lunch after the 

morning worship. Please invite as many as you can for this special day! The young men of the congregation 

will be conducting the evening services. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


