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From Whence Came Morals? 

“[E]volutionary psychologists believe they are closing in on one of 

the remaining mysteries of life, the universal ‘moral law’ that un-

derlies our intuitive notions of good and evil.” Such were the 

words of Newsweek senior editor Jerry Adler in his article, titled 

“The New Naysayers” (2006). 

It has long been understood that morality exists (see Taylor, 1945, 

p. 83). Even the most renowned atheists have admitted such (see 

Simpson, 1967, p. 346): there is good and there is evil; there is 

right and there is wrong. Different people draw the moral line at 

different places, but “they all agree that there is such a line to be 

drawn” (Taylor, 1945, p. 83). Why? 

Why are humans moral beings if, as evolutionists teach, we merely 

evolved from lifeless, mindless, unconscious matter over billions of 

years? Why do humans feel a sense of “ought” to help the poor, weak, 

and oppressed if we simply evolved by the natural law of “might 

makes right” (i.e., survival of the fittest)? Adler highlighted Richard 

Dawkins in his “New Naysayers” article as one of three scholars who 

“argue that atheism is smarter” (2006, p. 47). Apparently, one exam-

ple of atheism’s superiority comes from evolutionists’ new explana-

tion for morality, which they describe as “one of the remaining mys-

teries of life” (p. 48). According to Adler, 

 Dawkins attempts to show how the highest of human impulses, such as 

empathy, charity and pity, could have evolved by the same mechanism of natural 

selection that created the thumb. Biologists understand that the driving force in 

evolution is the survival and propagation of our genes. They may impel us to in-

stinctive acts of goodness...even when it seems counterproductive to our own  

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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 interests—say, by risking our life to save someone else. Evolutionary psychology can explain 
how selfless behavior might have evolved (pp. 48-49, emp. added). 

And what exactly are these explanations? (1) “The recipient [of our acts of good-

ness—EL] may be a blood relation who carries some of our own genes.” (2) “Or our 

acts may earn us future gratitude, or reputation for bravery that makes us more 

desirable as mates.” (3) “The impulse for generosity must have evolved while hu-

mans lived in small bands in which almost everyone was related, so that goodness 

became the default human aspiration” (p. 49). 

There you have it—atheism’s “smarter” explanations for morality. Although the 

“driving force” of evolution—natural selection—runs contrariwise to such moral, 

human impulses as empathy, charity, and pity, now we are told it “may impel us to 

instinctive acts of goodness...even when it seems counterproductive to our own 

interests” (p. 48). In summary, our sense of moral “oughtness” allegedly comes (1) 

from wanting to pass on our genes, (2) from a desire to be a hero and gain popu-

larity, and/or (3) by default. 

In actuality, “smarter” atheism is as foolish as ever (Psalm 14:1; 1 Corinthians 

1:25). The desire to pass on one’s genes or to be a hero fails to explain the origins 

of human morality. When a person sees an unfamiliar child hanging from a six-

story balcony and feels compelled to save that child from death (even though no 

one is watching), that sense of moral obligation must be explained in some way 

other than evolution. When a person is compelled to spend valuable time, money, 

and energy to help a poor stranger survive, even though such action may mean 

risking injury or death, naturalistic explanations simply will not do. To say, 

“goodness became the default human aspiration” is simply a copout for lacking an 

adequate naturalistic explanation. 

Morality exists and makes sense only if there is a God, because only God could have 

created it. If all naturalistic explanations for the existence of morality have been 

shown to be inadequate, by default, the only logical explanation must be Supernatu-

ral (i.e., God). 

-Eric Lyons (apologeticspress.org) 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 7/16/17  

Bible Class: 52   A.M. Worship: 85 P.M. Worship: 50 

Contribution: $2,874.05  DB Readers: 12  Chapters Read: 235 

 

Prayer Requests 

Ann Welch, mother of Rick Caldwell, passed away last week. Memorial service was held yesterday. Vicki 

Austin broke her collarbone; Surgery on the 26th. Charlotte Misher is in Dubai/Abu Dhabi. John Williams 

has some health issues he is going through, especially pain. Brother B.G. Campbell, the minister at South 

Lumberton, is dealing with some chronic health issues. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche 

Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia is also struggling with severe pain. Rudy Gray is declining in 

health and Lettie is doing her best to care for him. Both miss being here very much. Linda Williams’  brother, 

Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Bill Rose is travelling home today! Active military. Pray for 

our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to 

pray for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to proclaiming the 

gospel of Christ. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn Pierce, Rudy 

and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia Landrum, Gwen & Sa-

rah Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Gary, Brenda & Brent Pollard, Eddie Drews, Monica Ul-

lom, and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Thanks to all those involved in making VBS a success each year. There were good results from door knocking. 

Thanks to all those that brought snacks and drinks. I heard many compliments about the lessons from the 

children this year as well. Teachers really do make a difference! 

LBC: resuming class this week 

NETS Program: Meeting after the evening service 

Men’s Training: Sunday, July 30th, 3:30pm. All men of the congregation encouraged to be present 

EHT: Fall material for teachers is now available, please see Byran 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


