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Decisive Victory 

 On September 6, 1863, forty-eight Confederate soldiers, com-

manded by Lieutenant Richard “Dick” Dowling (who was only twenty-five 

years old), waited for the Union invasion of Texas on the muddy banks of 

Sabine Pass. The Union had sent four gunboats, and seventeen transport 

ships that contained 1500 troops. Dowling and his men were holed up in 

a few ramparts made of mud. They called these mud barricades Fort 

Griffin and although they were not made from the most costly fort mate-

rial, they still stand today. Dowling’s men were not professional soldiers. 

They were ordinary working men. However, they had practiced to fight, 

and they were ready. The Union boats attacked, but their shells could not 

penetrate the solid walls of Fort Griffin. The Union soldiers tried to land, 

but they could not for they sunk up to their knees in mud. The Union gun-

boats moved closer to the fort. This was their mistake. Lt. Dowling gave 

the order to fire and one Union gunboat was destroyed. Upon seeing this, 

one of the other gunboats flew the white flag, however another was per-

sistent. It continued to attack the fort. Dowling’s men fired upon this ves-

sel and sunk it. And even though the barrels of their guns were so hot 

they blistered their hands, they continued. And soon, the captain of the 

gunboat surrendered. Lt. Dowling accepted his surrender. Forty-eight non

-professional soldiers had defeated four gunboats and seventeen 

transport ships containing 1500 men. They had captured two gunboats, 

350 men and wounded or killed over 100 federal soldiers. It was a deci-

sive victory. This battle was the biggest upset of the Civil War. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

Website: capefearcoc.org 

Elders: Wade Hedgepeth 

 Scot Parchman 

 Byran Hatcher  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: Phil Byrd 

Song Leader: Scot Parchman 

Opening Prayer:  John Williams 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Brian Godfrey 

Assisting:  Ron Austin 

  Adam Byrd 

  Lee Sherman 

Sermon:  Chad Futrell 

Closing Prayer: Abel Abraham 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Steve Pool  

Sermon:  Singing Night 

Lord’s Supper: Dustin Pool 

Closing Prayer: Kyle Pool 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Calvin Austin 

Reading:  Ps 147:1-7 

Invitation: Kelton Fell 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

School Supplies 



 

 

Here are some lessons we can learn from this historical event. 

1. The number of people involved in a conflict does not, in and of itself, determine 

the outcome. 

2. Preparation is necessary to win the battle. 

3. A solid, defendable stronghold is necessary for protection from the enemy. 

4. Perseverance and steadfastness are necessary qualities of victorious soldiers.  

 Remember that the Bible contains many “upsets” on the battlefield. Re-

member Moses and the children of Israel (Exodus chapters 1-14)? Remember Gide-

on and his 300 soldiers (Judges chapter 7)? And what about David when he defeat-

ed Goliath (1 Samuel chapter 17) and Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego (Daniel 

3) and Mordecai (The book of Esther)? These are great “upsets” from the natural 

perspective. 

 The Bible teaches that every Christian must be concerned about spiritual 

warfare (Ephesians 6:10-18). Further, the principles above are just some of the 

principles that regulate the life of the Christian soldier as he engages in spiritual 

warfare. As we have seen, a person does not need to be a “scholar” to be a Chris-

tian soldier. However, he must love the truth, apply it to his life, and be willing to 

defend it. In doing this, he can become a warrior of the truth. And together, apply-

ing the principles of the Christian soldier to our lives, God’s army can win decisive 

victories for the truth. 

 Brethren, if there is one thing the church needs now, the church needs peo-

ple who are willing to contend earnestly for the faith (Jude 3); the church needs 

spiritual warriors; the church needs Christian soldiers.        - BTH 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 6/18/17  

Bible Class: 54   A.M. Worship: 98 P.M. Worship: 65 

Contribution: $3440.57  DB Readers: 15  Chapters Read: 355 

Prayer Requests 

Brenda Pollard and the Pollard family. Charlotte Misher is travelling to Dubai. All those going to camp. Des-

mond Herbert and his family. John Williams has some health issues he is going through, especially pain. 

Brother B.G. Campbell, the minister at South Lumberton, is dealing with some chronic health issues. Tylia 

Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia is also struggling with 

severe pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health and Lettie is doing her best to care for him. Both miss being 

here very much. Linda Williams’  brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Those of our num-

ber that are deployed: Bill Rose. Active military. Pray for our active duty military members; they could be 

called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for their families as well. Please pray for 

CCSOP and all those dedicating their lives to proclaiming the gospel of Christ. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn Pierce, Rudy 

and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia Landrum, Gwen & Sa-

rah Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Gary, Brenda & Brent Pollard, Eddie Drews, Monica Ul-

lom, and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and teachers. 

Special Recognition 

So thankful for the elders and their vision for the work here at Cape Fear. Movie night was a great success. 

We are moving forward with building plans. Game Night was enjoyed by all. There will be specific sessions 

for teachers and those that want to be involved in personal evangelism. Let’s grow! Cape Fear family! 

AP Camp: This week. The group will be coming back Friday evening. 

Men’s Lunch: Friday 6th @ 11:30 at the Golden Corral on Skibo Rd. 

VBS: July 17-19, 6:30pm-8:30pm each evening 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


