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 Tolerance 

 The idea of tolerance has changed dramatically in recent times. It 

used to be acceptable to converse and debate, sometimes vigorously, 

about the differences that exist between individuals. Each person could 

say what needed to be said about another’s beliefs. Weaknesses could be 

exposed. Errors could be pointed out. Contradictions could be document-

ed. Once the debate was over, both sides would still tolerate each other. 

But tolerance (as is seen today) has eliminated all debate of the issues. 

Everyone is supposed to go along to get along without anything being 

said. We have opposing viewpoints, but we cannot discuss them. If any-

one speaks out against another, he is viewed as being intolerant, mean, 

and unloving. He is viewed as a person who causes division. 

 If a person believes the Word of God is absolute truth, he is put in 

a dilemma when things surface that oppose the truth. The apostle Paul 

said that God’s children must be set for the “defense of the Gospel” (Phil. 

1:17). We cannot allow error to prevail over truth. We cannot allow im-

morality to triumph over holy living. Because truth exists, Christians are 

obligated to oppose falsehood, error, and wickedness. The attitude of the 

psalmist must permeate the attitude of God’s people today. He wrote: 

“Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false 

way” (Psalm 119:104). Under today’s practice, any form of opposition to 

another is believed to be intolerant, unloving, unkind, mean, and divisive. 

Let us consider two examples of what the world wants everyone to 

“tolerate.” 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Morning 

Announcements: Chad Futrell 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Eric Austin 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Scot Parchman 

Assisting:  Rick Caldwell 

  Adam Byrd 

  Ron Austin 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Jon Williams 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Steve Pool  

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Brynn Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Sam Rose 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Caleb Rose 

Reading:  Ps 145:1-7 

Invitation: Byran Hatcher 

 

 

 

True Greatness 
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Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Canned fruit 



 

 

The actions of this “community” involve fornication and uncleanness. Their sexual 
acts are works of the flesh that will keep one out of the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21). Ro-
mans 1:26-27 shows that homosexual acts involve “vile affections” and that they oppose 
the natural use of both men and women. Christians cannot tolerate these actions to the 
point of never saying anything. They must speak out against them. If they do not, these 
actions will invade our society like a cancer. But, when we do, we will be accused of being 
intolerant. Condemnation is not tolerated in a tolerant society. Note that! The “tolerant” 
cannot tolerate the intolerant. What hypocrisy! 

Another example of something Christians cannot tolerate is the religion of Islam. 
This religion is in direct opposition to Christianity. It does not believe that Jesus is divine. It 
denies the crucifixion and resurrection of the Christ. It does not believe that Jesus is God’s 
final prophet to humanity. It does not believe the Bible is the infallible Word of God. Thus, 
Christians must stand in opposition to it. Again, when we do, our tolerant society will label 
us as Islamophobics. They will call us haters. Many in our society believe that Islam should 
be allowed to exist without anyone saying anything in opposition to them. 
 As we study the Bible (God’s holy inspired word), do we see a Christ who was toler-
ant of anything and everything? Absolutely not! In John four, Jesus spoke with a woman of 
Samaria. She brought up a very controversial topic of that time. “The woman said unto 
him, Sir, I perceive thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship” (John 4:19-20). The woman 
brought up two conflicting views about the place of worship. She wanted to know what 
Jesus’ thoughts were on the subject. Notice the response of our Lord: “Jesus saith unto her, 
Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet in 
Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: 
for salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:21-22). The Samaritans were worshipping incorrectly 
and Jesus told the woman that. He plainly, but lovingly, declared that salvation is of the 
Jews. Jesus was not tolerant of error and boldly defended the truth. If Jesus were living 
today He would be accused of being intolerant, unloving, and very mean. But the world 
misses the very substantive meaning of John 3:16. 

-BTH  

By The Numbers 

Attendance 5/21/17  

Bible Class: 70   A.M. Worship: 94 P.M. Worship: 61 

Contribution: $3208.25  DB Readers: 12  Chapters Read: 376 

Prayer Requests 

Carver Family, in the passing of JD Carver. Robin Caldwell is having some health issues. Brenda Pollard was 

recently diagnosed with breast cancer. Desmond Herbert and his family. Robbie Sprayberry’s aunt passed 

away recently. John Williams has some health issues he is going through, especially pain. The brethren of 

the South Lumberton congregation and Gatlinburg, TN congregation. Brother B.G. Campbell, the minister at 

South Lumberton, is dealing with some chronic health issues. Melvin Sapp had rotator cuff surgery. Tylia 

Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia is also struggling with 

severe pain. Rudy Gray is declining in health and Lettie is doing her best to care for him. Linda Williams’  

brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Those of our number that are deployed: Bill Rose. 

Active military. Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a mo-

ments notice. Remember to pray for their families as well. Please pray for CCSOP and all those dedicating 

their lives to proclaiming the gospel of Christ. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 

Pierce, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, Tylia Landrum, 

Gwen & Sarah Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Gary, Brenda & Brent Pollard, Eddie Drews, 

Monica Ullom, and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Thank you to Julie Rose (and Caleb and Sam as well) for hosting the youth devotional last week. Everyone 

had a blast! If you would like to host a youth event, please see Byran, it would be much appreciated. 

Lectureship: at CCSOP. June 4th-10th. Brother Hatcher will be speaking on the 8th at 7pm 

Movie Night: Friday June 16th @ 7pm (if you have a large popcorn popper see Byran) 

HS Graduation reception: June 18 after evening service 

AP Camp: June 25-30. 

VBS: July 17-19, 6:30pm each evening 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


