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No Religion, Just Relationships 

 What is happening in the religious world today, especially 

regarding religion in America? It has become a fast-food, conven-

ient store, and better-felt-than-told affair. As our society is steeped 

in immediate self-gratification mode from food to information, reli-

gion has been served up in the same way. The denominational 

world has taken the “bite” out of God’s Word and replaced it with 

“feel good relationships.” This phenomenon has been taking place 

over the course of many years (even as far back as the 18th Century 

actually), and has so many deceived as to cause people to believe 

that it is how true religion should actually look. 

 The primary focus of the denominational world is human-to-

human relationships. Whether it is within the familial unit (where 

families can look like what they want them to look like) or it is with 

a social group, relationships between people are the emphasis. 

When a band gets up and starts performing with all manner of the-

ater and showmanship and calls it “worship,” it is nothing more 

than a relationship building exercise. While the band “praises” God, 

the onlooking group thanks them because they now feel good 

about it. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 

Cape Fear Church of Christ 

3808 Village Drive 

Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Phone: (910) 425-1108 

Services: 

Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

Website: capefearcoc.org 

Elders: Wade Hedgepeth 

 Scot Parchman 

 Byran Hatcher  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: Phil Byrd 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Brian Godfrey 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Eric Austin 

Assisting:  Ron Austin 

  Brynn Hatcher 

  Caleb Rose 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Jon Williams 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Eric Austin  

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Dustin Pool 

Closing Prayer: Abel Abraham 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Byran Hatcher 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Abel Abraham 

Reading:  Ps 137 

Invitation: Scot Parchman 

 

 

 

Tempted in the Wilderness 

 

I. 

 

 

 

 

II. 

 

 

 

 

III. 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Plastic bags 



 

 

 Doctrine? No thanks. The Bible was just written by some good men. The 

“commandments” are merely suggestions and are now outdated. As long as one is 

sincere in his beliefs, then fellowship can be extended. If a man is on his third wife 

and the wife is on her second husband,  that does not matter as long as they are 

doing well now and they have a good relationship together now. 

 It does not matter what one believes about how God created the uni-

verse and all that is therein. It does not matter what one believes about the two 

Testaments, repentance, baptism, worship, or the inspiration of the Bible. None of 

those matters are important as long as one has good relationships with others and 

feels good about his “spirituality.” The mega-church and community church non-

sense really has less in common with Biblical religion and more in common with 

Humanism. Even the atheist desires to feel good and have positive interpersonal 

relationships! 

 These ideas have not spared the Lord’s church. Throughout our land con-

gregations that used to hold to the Old Jerusalem Gospel have sold out to the de-

nominational viewpoint. Even to the physical removing of the name “Christ” from 

the sign out front. There is a congregation in Mobile, Alabama that has its name on 

the sign out front in large letters and then in small letters at the bottom it reads, “a 

Church of Christ family.” What shame! 

 Right relationships are desired by the Christian. But the relationship be-

tween God and man should come first, then the human relationships will be right. 

We must have our minds right concerning God and the Bible or we miss everything. 

 

-BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 2/5/17 

Bible Class: 60   A.M. Worship: 102 P.M. Worship: 66 

Contribution: $3,159.31  D. B. Readers: 15 Chapters read: 295 

Prayer Requests 

Francis Salaz has started cancer treatments. The brethren of the South Lumberton congregation and Gat-

linburg, TN congregation. Brother B.G. Campbell, the minister at South Lumberton, is dealing with some 

chronic health issues (we were elated that he came to visit with us last Lord’s Day!). Melvin Sapp needs our 

prayers. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Tylia is also 

struggling with severe pain. JD Carver is back at the VA Home but still needs prayer. Rudy Gray is in Village 

Green room 220 and declining in health and Lettie had a hip replacement, but both are in good spirits. Linda 

Williams’  brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Those of our number that are deployed: 

Bill Rose, James Horne, Gesna Davis. Active military. Pray for our active duty military members; they could 

be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.  Pray for our 

country and new leaders. May God bless America as we look to Him for guidance and protection! 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 

Pierce, Anita Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, 

Tylia Landrum, Gwen & Sarah Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Gary, Brenda & Brent Pollard, 

Eddie Drews, and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Thanks so much to Linda Williams for organizing and heading up the crew for the Sweetheart Dinner Satur-

day night. The food and décor was lovely! Thanks to all that helped make it a special occasion. 

Welcome to Sibio and Claudia Farrington! They desire to place their membership with us at Cape Fear. 

Creation Seminar: February 17-19, with Eric Lyons from Apologetics Press. Invite all you can and make plans 

to be here yourself. Next Sunday is also a Fellowship Sunday as well. Fliers are on the table in the foyer. 

Cary Ladies’ Day: February 25th 

Mens’ Fellowship: March 11th 

Ladies’ Day: April 15th. Speaker is Emily Hatfield 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 16-19. Speaker is Robert Hatfield from North Charleston church of Christ. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


