
November 13, 2016                                                                                                                               Volume 17 Issue 7 

 

Is Unity Possible? 

 Our nation recently underwent a great ordeal in electing its 

next President. The result of the election has exposed a fact - this 

nation is deeply divided. We are divided over economic issues, po-

litical viewpoints, moral issues, policies, and even the law of the 

land itself (e.g. the electoral college). The truth is that to one de-

gree or another we have always been divided, or at least not been 

in complete agreement about many things. This has been the case 

with humanity from the very beginning. This “disagreement” be-

tween brothers prompted the first murder, the shedding of inno-

cent blood (Genesis 4:8). 

 With this long history of disagreements, factions, and wars 

the question must be asked, Is unity even possible? Is there any-

thing that we can know and see alike? There is. We can see the Bi-

ble alike and be united in its teachings. But one would legitimately 

bring up the hundreds of denominations that say they follow the 

Bible and yet each is teaching something different from their reli-

gious neighbor. While this is the case, whose fault is it? If it is God’s 

fault, then there is no way possible that man can be united on any-

thing. If it is man’s fault, then God’s way is still able to be known 

and known in the same way by everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: Eric Austin 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  John WIlliams 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Scot Parchman 

Assisting:  Eric Rolshouse 

  Adam Byrd 

  Dustin Pool 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Brooks Hatcher 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Eric Austin  

Sermon:  TBA 

Lord’s Supper: Kyle Pool 

Closing Prayer: Eric Rolshouse 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Abel Abraham 

Reading:  Ps 132:1-9 

Invitation: John Williams 
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Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Canned vegetables 



 

 

 The Lord prayed to the Father, just before His subsequent trial and crucifix-

ion about the unity of His followers. “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 

also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one; as 

thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 

world may believe that thou hast sent me” (John 17:20,21). Jesus expected His Fa-

ther to answer this prayer in a positive manner. Now consider the result of the 

preaching of the Gospel on the day of Pentecost. “And all that believed were to-

gether, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and 

parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with 

one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 

meat with gladness and singleness of heart” (Acts 2:44-46). There was unity in the 

beginning as the result of one word being preached, though several men were do-

ing the preaching in different languages!  

 Factions came into the church when the message was corrupted. “But there 

were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 

among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 

that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2:1). We 

can be united when all of God’s word is studied and taken the way God gave it. 

There is but one meaning of a passage and that meaning will never change with the 

passage of time. The real key is being a diligent student of the Word a rightly divid-

ing it (2 Timothy 2:15). 

- BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 11/6/16 

Bible Class: 68   A.M. Worship: 106 P.M. Worship: 66 

Contribution: $2,943.50  D. B. Readers: 15 Chapters read: 334 

Prayer Requests 

Sandra Hedgepeth was injured in a fall Wednesday evening. The brethren of the South Lumberton congre-

gation and all those that experienced loss in the wake of Hurricane Matthew. Brother B.G. Campbell, the 

minister at South Lumberton, is dealing with some chronic health issues. The family of Garland Elkins.  

Brother Elkins was an instructor at MSOP and a giant in the faith. Rudolph Best, member at Clinton, and  his 

wife, Mildred. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. JD 

Carver has been moved back to the Veterans Home behind the VA on Bragg Blvd. Rudy Gray is declining in 

health. Linda Williams’  brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Those of our number that 

are deployed: Bryan Godfrey, Bill Rose, James Horne, Gesna Davis. Active military. Pray for our active duty 

military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for their 

families as well.  

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 

Pierce, Anita Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Francis Salaz, 

Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen & Sarah Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Gary, Brenda & 

Brent Pollard, Eddie Drews, and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and 

teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Thanks so much to Steve and Becky Pool for hosting this month’s youth devotional. We all had a good time. 

If you would like to host a devotional in the future, see Byran. 

Young Ladies’ Devotional: Saturday November 19th at the home of Dejie John @ 3 pm 

Prayer Service: Wednesday night, November 23rd 

Quarterly Drill Down: Wednesday night, November 30th 

Gift Baskets: December 9th and 10th. See Chad for more details and how to help! 

Creation Seminar: February 17-19, with Eric Lyons from Apologetics Press, here @ Cape Fear 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


