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Silence of the Scriptures 

(part 2) 

  

 An interesting, yet tragic, event is recorded in Leviticus 10:1-

2: 

“And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of 

them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense there-

on, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he com-

manded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, 

and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.” 

Here are the sons of Aaron carrying out God’s command to burn 

incense. But notice what they did in carrying out that command. 

They took fire from a source that was not authorized by God 

(“which He commanded them not”). Why was it not authorized? 

Did God tell them, “Nadab, Abihu, do NOT get your fire from this 

source?” No. He told them where to get the fire, and that eliminat-

ed every other source possible. The lesson of Nadab and Abihu is 

very clear: If God does not say to do something, then it is not au-

thorized. Colossians 3:17, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 

do all in the name of [or by the authority of] the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Father by him.” 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Canned vegetables 



 

 

 Apply this account to the subject of instrumental music. Here is a most pow-

erful argument against the use of instruments of music in Christian worship. Instru-

mental music is a kind of music that the Lord commanded not! It is unnecessary to 

find a verse that reads, “Thou shalt not use the mechanical instrument of music in 

worship to Almighty God.” Not anymore than Nadab and Abihu had to find a verse 

that says, “thou shalt not use fire that did not come from the altar.” Those men 

found out the hard way what it is to do something in the service of God by a means 

He did not authorize. They were immediately burned alive for their transgression. 

In regards to instrumental music, it is a kind of music that God has commanded us 

not, and to add that form of music is sinful. 

 The Christian is authorized to SING, and to do so with his tongue and heart 

(Ephesians 5:19). Some might argue further that the instrument is merely an aid or 

expedient. Did you know that there are choirs of the deaf that require no instru-

mental aid? They sing in harmony and parts and do not need the piano! Do you 

sing, at times, all manner of songs without an instrument? Even those songs that 

are largely known for being instrumentally driven? Singing does not require the 

constant aid of the instrument in order for the Christian to fulfill the command to 

sing. To sing the same words, the same melody, the correct harmony (if a song has 

any), a song book is a useful aid. A pitch pipe or tuning fork might be employed to 

get everyone to sing in the same key. A song leader begins and ends a song as well 

as setting the pace. Those things are expedients that help aid one to fulfill the com-

mand to sing. Adding a mechanical instrument to be played, or a choir to sing, or 

putting a microphone up to someone of each part, those are things which the Lord 

has commanded us not.                -BTH 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 10/23/16 

Bible Class: 71   A.M. Worship: 86 P.M. Worship: 65 

Contribution: $3,293.25  D. B. Readers: 11 Chapters read: 256 

Prayer Requests 

The brethren of the South Lumberton congregation and all those that experienced loss in the wake of Hurri-

cane Matthew. The family of Garland Elkins. He passed away early Friday morning. Brother Elkins was an 

instructor at MSOP and a giant in the faith. Rudolph Best, member at Clinton, and  his wife, Mildred. Tylia 

Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. JD Carver has been moved 

back to the Veterans Home behind the VA on Bragg Blvd. Margaret Langston still needs someone to stay 

with her during the day. Phil Byrd’s dad is in poor health. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Linda Williams’  

brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Those of our number that are deployed: Bryan 

Godfrey, Bill Rose, James Horne, Gesna Davis. Active military. Pray for our active duty military members; 

they could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.  

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 

Pierce, Anita Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Cecil Kimbrel, 

Francis Salaz, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Gary, Brenda 

& Brent Pollard, Eddie Drews, and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and 

teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Thanks to all those that gave to the relief effort, and those that will give to that effort as time goes on. There 

are many needs there, but things are getting better. Also, thanks to those that have used their “network” to 

bring attention to the needs of this congregation! 

Young Men’s Worship service: October 30th at the PM Worship time. I need to meet with these young men 

at 4:00 this afternoon. 

Cold Harbor Road Lectures: November 4-6. 

Cary Gospel Meeting: November 6-9. Weeknights at 7:30 

Prayer Service: Wednesday night, November 23rd 

Quarterly Drill Down: Wednesday night, November 30th 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


