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Authority of the Scriptures 

(Part 7) 

 We now turn our attention to matters of expediency. Expe-

dient actions are those which are advantageous in carrying out any 

Scripturally authorized obligation or option, but not excluded by 

other modifications, instructions, or prohibitions. In many cases 

God has not specified exactly how a matter is to be carried out. In 

such cases we are authorized to proceed in a way in accordance 

with our best judgment so long as we do not violate such things as 

the general instructions of Scripture of specific  modifications that 

might be stated. 

 To illustrate this point we consider the command to, “Love 

one another” (John 15:17). Jesus gave here a general command 

that His disciples must love one another. Jesus did not tell His disci-

ples HOW to love one another. When a brother or sister is sick, I 

can express my love for them in an expedient way. I can make them 

food and feed them, I can babysit their children, I can wash their 

clothes, I can take them to the doctor, I can call them on the phone, 

I can send a card or text message. All of these are expedient de-

pending on the situation, but all are authorized because of the 

Lord’s command that I love my brother and sister in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 

Cape Fear Church of Christ 

3808 Village Drive 

Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Phone: (910) 425-1108 

Services: 

Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

Website: capefearcoc.org 

Elders: Wade Hedgepeth 

 Scot Parchman 

 Byran Hatcher  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: Chad Futrell 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  John Williams 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Eric Austin 

Assisting:  Ron Austin 

  Eric Rolshouse 

  Rick Caldwell 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Jon Williams 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Dustin Pool  

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Jon WIlliams 

Closing Prayer: Brynn Hatcher 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Jon Williams 

Reading:  Ps 128 

Invitation: Scot Parchman 

 

 

 

Testing God 

 

I. His _______________ 

 

 

 

II. His _______________ 

 

 

 

III. His _______________ 
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 What I cannot do is use their illness against them and say how bad they are 

and they must repent of some great sin they committed and call it love. That would 

be anything but love. There is a time to convict brethren of sin but doing so while 

they are sick is not that time. 

 Further, Jesus gave us the command to “go into all the world and preach the 

gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). The general command must be obeyed, but 

it is up to the disciple to make an expedient decision as to how to carry out that 

command. One can go to the whole world by walking, horseback, boat, plane, train, 

or automobile. All these are acceptable expediencies because they do not violate 

any other command or statute of God. But can the Christian “go” by getting on a 

gambling riverboat? Certainly not! Is the riverboat sinful? Of course not, but the 

activities on the riverboat are and therefore that would be an unauthorized means 

of taking the gospel to all the world. 

 So, Scriptural authority for any action or belief can be established through 

direct statements, an account of approved examples, or by way of implication. It is 

therefore necessary that the Christian ground his every action and belief in the au-

thority of the Bible. We must diligently and prayerfully examine the teachings, both 

explicit and implicit, of the New Testament if we are to be accepted of God. 

-BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 10/2/16 

Bible Class: 82   A.M. Worship: 95 P.M. Worship: 57 

Contribution: $3,186.35  D. B. Readers: 16 Chapters read: 309 

Prayer Requests 

Families that lost so much in the wake of Hurricane Matthew. Especially the brethren of the South Lumber-

ton congregation. Rudolph Best, member at Clinton, and  his wife, Mildred. Brother Best recently had an-

other stroke. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. JD 

Carver has been moved to HighSmith Rainey downtown, He is not doing well. Margaret Langston still needs 

someone to stay with her during the day. Phil Byrd’s dad is in poor health. Rudy Gray is declining in health. 

Linda Williams’  brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Those of our number that are de-

ployed: Venson Oliver, Bryan Godfrey, Bill Rose, James Horne, Gesna Davis. Active military. Pray for our 

active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray 

for their families as well.  

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 

Pierce, Anita Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Lloyd and Cec-

il Kimbrel, Francis Salaz, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, 

Gary, Brenda & Brent Pollard, Eddie Drews, and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both 

students and teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Today we honor our Fayetteville Police and Cumberland County Sheriff’s Departments. These men and wom-

en do such an excellent job, and often a thankless one at that! We appreciate their willingness to uphold the 

law and keep the peace in our community. Thank you so much! 

Clinton Fall Gospel Meeting: the meeting was cancelled because of the hurricane. 

Young Men’s Worship service: October 30th at the PM Worship time. There will be a meeting after the 

evening services tonight. 

Cold Harbor Road Lectures: November 4-6. 

Cary Gospel Meeting: November 6-9. Weeknights at 7:30 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


