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Authority of the Scriptures 

(Part 3) 

 The Scriptures are the basis, or standard, of the Christian 

life. Through the revealed Word, God directs the beliefs and the 

practices of those faithfully serving Him. The instructions set forth 

by God in His will are not mere suggestions or guidelines, but con-

stitute a solid foundation whereon the Christian can know where 

he stands in relation to the God of Heaven. 

 The question for this article is, “How does the Bible author-

ize a belief or practice?” There are two basic types of authorized 

matters: obligatory and optional. there are some things all men 

must do, and there are some things where man has the option to 

do them or not. When Mark penned the command, “Go ye into all 

world and preach the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15) he 

penned both kinds of authority. It is obligatory, the Christian must 

do this, to preach the Gospel to others. But it is optional as to how 

to go to the world (the command is to GO, not HOW TO GO!). So a 

Christian can walk, ride an animal, go by boat, get on a bus, fly in an 

airplane or get on a space shuttle in order to carry out the com-

mand - GO. 

 The second thing to consider when pondering the authority 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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The Christians’ Condition 
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of the scriptures is: How is the command presented? God can give a direct state-

ment and give an explicit statement that man is then under obligation to carry out. 

But He can also give commands indirectly as well. When the totality of a subject is 

studied, there are going to be implications, or conclusions, that must be under-

stood and then obeyed. Take, for instance, praying for salvation. Is there a direct 

statement that condemns praying and one will be saved? No, not one scripture. But 

the doctrine is refuted by implication. Saul was on his way to Damascus to perse-

cute Christians. On his way the Lord appeared to him and asked, “Saul, Saul, why 

persecutes thou me?” (Acts 9:4). Jesus then told Saul to go in to the city and wait 

until someone came to tell him what he needed to do in order to gain salvation. 

Jesus appeared then to a man by the name of Ananias. Jesus told Ananias to “Arise, 

and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for 

one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth (vs 11). Then we have Ananias’ 

message to Saul “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash 

away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Saul had been praying 

fasting, and no doubt weeping, his heart full of contrition and guilt. Ananias com-

manded that he be baptized in order to wash away his yet extant sins. Not one of 

Saul’s prayers had saved him, therefore, by way of implication, we must conclude 

that man cannot be saved by prayer alone today. Further, if one teaches such, that 

one is a false teacher, and therefore lost.  

 Implicit teaching is just as forceful as explicit teaching. 

-BTH 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 9/11/16 

Bible Class: 79   A.M. Worship: 109 P.M. Worship: 77 

Contribution: $2,921.09  D. B. Readers: N/A Chapters read: N/A 

Weeknight Gospel Meeting attendance: 

Monday:  59  Tuesday:  46  Wednesday:  54 

Prayer Requests 

Claudia Farrington had partial knee replacement surgery on Monday. The procedure went very well. Ru-

dolph Best, member at Clinton, and  his wife, Mildred. Linda Jenkins’ son and family. Becky Pool’s mother 

has been diagnosed with severe osteoporosis. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are 

not doing well at this time. JD Carver is in The Veteran’s Center, behind the VA on Ramsey. Margaret Lang-

ston still needs someone to stay with her during the day.  Linda Boston continues to deal with family issues.  

Phil Byrd’s mother passed away recently. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Linda Williams’  brother, Willie 

“Wayne” Pipkins, still needs our prayers. Those of our number that are deployed: Venson Oliver, Bryan 

Godfrey, Bill Rose, James Horne. Active military. Pray for our active duty military members; they could be 

called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.  

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 

Pierce, Anita Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Robbie Sprayberry, Lloyd and Cec-

il Kimbrel, Francis Salaz, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, 

Gary, Brenda & Brent Pollard, Eddie Drews, and Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both 

students and teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Our Fall Gospel Meeting was a huge success. Thanks for all the extra effort each put in to make this week a 

great one. 

Thanks to Chad and John for taking the young people to the Cary Youth Rally. 

Titus 2 Ladies Class: Oct. 8th. 9:30-11:00 

South Lumberton is celebrating their 50th anniversary this weekend! Congratulations! 

Lexington Gospel Meeting: September 25-29. Melvin Sapp speaking. Weeknights at 7pm. If you want to go 

Tuesday evening  let Byran know. 

Clinton Fall Gospel Meeting: October 16-19. Byran Hatcher speaking. Weeknights at 7:30pm 
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