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The Good AND The Bad 

 How many times have we heard the phrase “you’ve got to 

take the good with the bad”? How true that statement is! Most 

good things in life have some sort of downside. The rose is a beauti-

ful flower, but has great thorns that may pierce the skin. Mountain-

tops, waterfalls, and ocean waves are wonderful sights, but can be 

very deadly. Family, career, and hobbies enrich our lives, but they 

take lots of time, money, and energy – even when we think we 

don’t have any left! Life is filled with good things AND bad things. 

So we do have to “take the good with the bad.” Even when it 

comes to following Jesus. He never promised us an easy road – 

quite the opposite. When we make Him first in our lives, then that 

comes with a price tag. King David said that He would not give to 

the Lord that which cost him nothing (2 Samuel 24:24). It costs us 

time (Hebrews 10:25). It costs us money (1 Corinthians 16:1,2). It 

could even cost us relationships (Matthew 10:36).  

 Notice what the Apostle Paul had to say about taking the 

good with the bad. “For a great door and effectual is opened unto 

me, and there are many adversaries” (1 Corinthians 16:9). In this 

passage, Paul said AND instead of using the word BUT. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Morning 

Announcements: John Williams 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Ron Austin 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Scot Parchman 

Assisting:  Brynn Hatcher 

  Rick Caldwell 
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Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Jon Williams 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Steve Pool  
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Lord’s Supper: Brynn Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Eric Rolshouse 
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Song Leader: Byran Hatcher 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Kyle Pool 

Reading:  Ps. 119:153-160 

Invitation: Scot Parchman 
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Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

See Bulletin Board 



 

 

 The significance of this is that Paul wasn’t necessarily making a contrast be-

tween the good and the bad in his life – (e.g. I have an open door, but I also have 

many adversaries). Instead, of translating the word, “but” and making these two 

thoughts stand in contrast with each other, the translators used the word “and,” 

allowing for us to join the two thoughts together and see them as complimentary. 

In other words, the “many adversaries” Paul had can be viewed together with his 

“open door.” 

 My point? Let’s stop complaining about our adversaries and take advantage 

of the opportunities with which they present us. Return good for evil; love for ha-

tred; compassion for brutality; and justice for prejudice. The darker the “backdrop 

of our culture” becomes, the greater the contrast as we show people the “light of 

the world” (Philippians 2:15; Matthew 5:16). Stop feeling hopeless and worrying 

about present and future persecution directed toward children of God. Instead, 

consider how that adversity can be an open door! 

 Instead of simply lamenting the direction our government and politics have 

taken, use that as an opportunity to point dissatisfied and disillusioned people to a 

better kingdom and a better King. Open your eyes to the open doors AND the many 

adversaries we have. Take advantage of both of them to glorify God, because no 

matter what Jesus is going to be with us! 

 

-BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 7/17/16 

Bible Class: 63   A.M. Worship: 80 P.M. Worship: 52 

Contribution: 2,269.00  D. B. Readers: 14 Chapters read: 317 

 

Prayer Requests 

Becky Pool’s mother has been diagnosed with cancer. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche 

Landrum, are not doing well at this time. JD Carver is in Village Green Rehab. Vera West moved to Chatta-

nooga on Friday. We pray God blesses her richly. Margaret Langston still needs someone to stay with her 

during the day.  Linda Boston continues to deal with family issues.  Phil Byrd’s mother is in hospice care and 

is not doing well at all. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Linda Williams’  brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, 

had a heart transplant. Misty Hornes’ relative, Rex Griffith. Robbie Sprayberry’s close friend, Glenda 

Cooper. Those of our number that are deployed: Venson Oliver, Bryan Godfrey, Bill Rose, James Horne. 

Active military. Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a mo-

ments notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.  

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 

Pierce, Anita Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis 

Salaz, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and 

Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and teachers. 

 

Special Recognition 

Wade spent a lot of time on the church yard and grounds this week. It looks great. A few weeks ago, some 

bees made a hive in the eaves of the building. Wade was the one that removed those bees—only getting 

stung four or five time on the hand in the process! Wade is truly an elder at work! 

Men’s Lunch: August 4th, at Golden Corral on Skibo @ 11:30am 

Fall Gospel Meeting: September 11-14 with Jim Dearman 

Youth Rally: Cold Harbor Road, Saturday July 30th. Leave the building at 6:30am. We will have a meeting 

tonight after the evening service to discuss transportation, chaperones, etc. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


