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Can A Christian Be Prejudiced And Still Go To Heaven? 

By: Neal Pollard 

What an odd question. Obviously, an alien sinner (i.e., non-Christian) will 

not go to heaven even if he or she is not prejudiced. One must render 

obedience to the gospel to enjoy eternal salvation (Heb. 5:9). It is unfor-

tunate that a Christian would treat another Christian differently because 

of the color of one’s skin, the level of income one makes, or one’s physi-

cal attributes and appearance.  Yet, some things seem to prove that prej-

udice is alive and thriving in some places in the Lord’s church. Borrowing 

a phrase from James, “My brethren, these things ought not to be so” (cf. 

Js. 3:10). 

First, consider the presence of “black congregations” and “white church-

es.”  With what authority do such segregated bodies exist? In fairness, 

when it is decided by all races in a multi-racial area to meet separately to 

more effectively further efforts of evangelism, that would seem fair and 

acceptable (so long as no one is refused or mistreated who wishes to wor-

ship at one of the other congregations).  Sadly, however, in churches 

which are predominantly one race, visiting minorities have been ostra-

cized and avoided. In the days before the civil rights of black Americans 

were improved,a “mixed” congregation was a rare exception. While 

strides have been made, there are still congregations who would be quite 

uncomfortable having an African-American preacher preach at the con-

gregation they attend or participating in any public way in the assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Also, think about the strategy of “taking the gospel to the community.”  Evangelism can be 

the greatest weakness of a congregation anyway.  When a church does seek to reach out 

to the community, minorities seem to be passed over frequently.  Why is the “black com-

munity” or the “Hispanic community” at the bottom of the strategy list?  It would be dan-

gerous to make judgment, but, could it be fear for our personal safety?  Could it be fear of 

having success in that community?  Could it be an unwillingness to reach out to someone 

“different” from us? These are not legitimate excuses in God’s eyes. 

Finally, ponder the need for equality in the Lord’s Kingdom.  A common phrase is, “There 

are no ‘second class citizens’ in the Kingdom.”  Amen! So wrote James, inspired by the Holy 

Spirit.  He penned, ” My brethren, hold not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, [the Lord] of 

glory, with respect of persons. For if there come into your synagogue a man with a gold 

ring, in fine clothing, and there come in also a poor man in vile clothing; and ye have regard 

to him that weareth the fine clothing, and say, Sit thou here in a good place; and ye say to 

the poor man, Stand thou there, or sit under my footstool; Do ye not make distinctions 

among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? (Js. 2:1-4 ASV).  Would we be 

willing to serve under an elder or with a deacon who is financially poor, who is of different 

ethnic background, or who has “only a high school education”?  Remember, “God is no re-

specter of persons…” (Acts 10:34,35; Rom. 2:11).  Despite racial, economic, and geograph-

ical differences, all faithful Christians are “the body of Christ, and severally members there-

of” (1 Cor. 12:27).  Paul reminds us that “there is one body” (Eph. 4:4).  The Bible reveals 

only one heaven and one hell, not one for each race and social strata. 

Christians who do not get along with all races and labor as equals in the Kingdom with 

faithful brethren on earth should not expect to bask in the glory of an unprejudiced Father 

throughout eternity.  It is hard to fathom that our soul could be red, yellow, black, or white 

or that one’s soul would “appear” differently because of the model car he drives, the size 

of her bank account, or the kind of house in which one lives.  As we “press on unto perfec-

tion” (cf. Heb. 6:1), let us “put away” the besetting sin of prejudice (cf. Heb. 12:1) so that 

God can fully bless our labors for Him!  

By The Numbers 

Attendance 7/3/16 

Bible Class: 50   A.M. Worship: 70 P.M. Worship: 51 

Contribution: 2,229.30  D. B. Readers: N/A Chapters read: N/A 

Prayer Requests 

Becky Pool’s mother has been diagnosed with cancer. Test results have not yet come back. Tylia Landrum’s 

parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are not doing well at this time. Also, Tylia will be heading to Tampa 

for a week. JD Carver is in Village Green Rehab. Vera West is in the process of moving to Chattanooga. Mar-

garet Langston still needs someone to stay with her during the day.  Linda Boston continues to deal with 

family issues.  Phil Byrd’s mother is in hospice care and is not doing well at all. Rudy Gray is declining in 

health. Linda Williams’  brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, had a heart transplant. It has been a successful 

procedure thus far. Venson Oliver is in Korea.  Active military. Pray for our active duty military members; 

they could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.  

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 

Pierce, Anita Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis 

Salaz, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and 

Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and teachers. 

 

Special Recognition 

A special thanks to Phil and Kathie Byrd for putting up with 6 Hatchers under one roof! They showed great 

Christian hospitality. Also, This week is VBS, Thanks to all those that made preparation for this wonderful 

week of helping our children—and some neighborhood kids as well! 

VBS: this week; Monday—Wednesday evenings 6:30pm-8:15pm. Bring someone with you! Teachers deco-

rate your rooms after the morning services 

Fall Gospel Meeting: September 11-14 with Jim Dearman 

Men’s Training Class: Sunday July 17, 3:30pm @ the church building 

Youth Rally: Cold Harbor Road, Saturday July 30th. Leave the building at 6:30am. We will have a meeting on 

July 24th after the evening service. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


