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Is Fear a Tool of the Devil? 

By: Barry Hatcher 

Living and working on the mission field for many years, we came to 

realize that fear is a tool of the Devil. It incapacitates Christians in 

so many ways and reduces a congregation’s potential resources to 

a very small percentage of workers, and sometimes removes efforts 

to evangelize community’s altogether. Cities where this problem 

exists suffer spiritually, because many are not approached about 

the gospel.  

 

What do we fear in evangelism? Do we fear rejection? Do we fear 

that we do not know enough of God’s word to teach others, or per-

haps even bring up Bible topics? Do we fear debate? Has fear kept 

individual Christians from practicing evangelism in a large way in 

our communities? Where does fear originate? It does not come 

from God. The apostle Paul wrote, “For God hath not given us the 

spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 2 

Timothy 1:7. The mind of a Christian led by the word is sound, and 

will not possess a “spirit of fear.” Perhaps a lack of method to ap-

proach others is what helps fuel fear and hinders many. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Bible Study 7:00pm 
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Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: John Williams 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Scot Parchman 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Brian Godfrey 

Assisting:  Steve Pool 

  Eric Rolshouse 

  Rick Caldwell 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Dustin Pool 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Brian Godfrey  

Sermon:  Barry Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Brynn Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Alex Freshley 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Scot Parchman 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Dustin Pool 

Reading:  Ps. 119:137-144 

Invitation: Chad Futrell 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

See Bulletin Board 



 

 

For a number of decades, we have witnessed the decline of so many congregations. Some 

congregations have ceased to exist while others are content to simply conduct two worship 

services and two Bible classes per week. If one looks deeply into the situation, I believe we 

may find evangelism or a lack thereof is the real problem. Jesus has given us a great com-

mission to go and make disciples of all nations, Matthew 28:19. He also gave us the power 

tool to change the hearts of men. That power is the Word of God. Paul wrote, “For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 

believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Romans 1:16. But who really believes 

this today? Is it okay to attend worship and Bible classes each week and be listed among 

the “faithful” in that regular exercise but ignore a very important command to “go” into 

the lives of others with the gospel?  May I, with God’s blessing, leave off this task clearly 

commanded in the scriptures? May I let a certain few do what I too am commanded to do? 

When did anyone ever receive a “pass” regarding one of the noblest works in a Christian’s 

life? 

 

I have often mentioned a particular plea among churches of Christ. A plea we continue to 

make, namely we want to restore “New Testament Christianity”. However, as someone has 

asked, “When will we restore ‘New Testament evangelism’?” I think this is an interesting 

question. Have we come to a time in the culture of the Lord’s church when we cannot im-

agine doing this work as individual Christians? The gospel must be proclaimed, if we are to 

reach our communities with the truth, and each of us must equip ourselves to be evange-

listic. Someone has said, “The gospel is best served, one-on-one.” When reaching the lost, I 

believe this general statement to be true. People everywhere need the opportunity to hear 

and have the chance to accept or reject it, but who will go? Am I thinking as did Isaiah 

when he said to the Lord, “here am I, send me.” Isaiah 6:8. 

 

  

By The Numbers 

Attendance 6/26/16 

Bible Class: 60   A.M. Worship: 78 P.M. Worship: 54 

Contribution: 2,836.55  D. B. Readers: 10 Chapters read: 228 

Prayer Requests 

Becky Pool’s mother has been diagnosed with cancer. Further tests are being run this week. Gary Rose, a 

relative of Julie Carver, passed away last week. Tylia Landrum’s parents, Walter and Blanche Landrum, are 

not doing well at this time. Also, Tylia will be heading to Tampa for a week. JD Carver has been moved to 

Village Green Rehab. Vera West is in the process of moving to Chattanooga. Margaret Langston still needs 

someone to stay with her during the day.  Linda Boston continues to deal with family issues.  Phil Byrd’s 

mother is in hospice care and is not doing well at all. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Linda Williams’  broth-

er, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, had a heart transplant. It has been a successful procedure thus far. Venson Oli-

ver is in Korea. Sandra Pounds’ nephew, Joseph, was in a serious motorcycle accident and is recovering at 

home. Active military. Pray for our active duty military members; they could be called to a conflict area at a 

moments notice. Remember to pray for their families as well.  

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Gloria Emerick, Carolyn 

Pierce, Anita Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis 

Salaz, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and 

Thelma Adams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Congratulations to Tommy and Elaine Turnage! They were married yesterday in Spout Springs, NC. We wish 

them all the best; they will reside in Dunn, NC. Congratulations to Deanna Freshley for being the junior girl 

Camper of the Week at AP camp! All the kids had a wonderful time at camp (especially the BIG KID!) 

Barry Hatcher will give his report on Indonesia Mission work this evening. 

VBS: July 11-13; Monday—Wednesday evenings 6:30pm-8:15pm. Bring someone with you! Door-knocking 

for VBS will be Saturday at 9am. 

Fall Gospel Meeting: September 11-14 with Jim Dearman 

Men’s Training Class: Sunday July 17, 3:30pm @ the church building 

Youth Rally: Cold Harbor Road, Saturday July 30th. Leave the building at 6:30am 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


