
May 22, 2016                                                                                                                               Volume 15 Issue 8 

 

Can A Person be “Re-” Baptized? 

 Have you ever wondered about yourself or someone you know 

that wants to be “re-baptized”? Is that even possible? Many times when a 

young preteen is baptized they continue to grow and come to understand 

things in a very different way than at their early time in life. At a certain 

point in this mature understanding there is a desire to be baptized again. 

Is this acceptable? What about someone that was not fully taught the 

Gospel  but was baptized so that they were in “good standing” with God, 

but did not fully understanding the purpose of baptism? 

 Jesus told Nicodemus that he had to be born again to enter into 

the kingdom of Heaven (John 3:3). Nicodemus misunderstood the birth as 

being a physical birth and so asked the question, “How can a man be born 

when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother’s 

womb?” (vs. 4). Jesus corrected Nicodemus’ understanding of the birth as 

being spiritual by way of a physical action. “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 

Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 

kingdom of God” (vs 5) . Now, Nicodemus did understand that a person 

can not be born twice physically. How ridiculous! But a man can not be 

born twice spiritually either. 

 This is further illustrated by the disciples that were baptized into 

John’s baptism in Ephesus after Pentecost. John taught the baptism of 

repentance and remission of sins (Mark 1:4). But notice the language of 

Luke as he records what happened after they heard the gospel, “When 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:5). No 

“RE-baptism” because their first baptism was invalid. It was invalid because their 

understanding was not right. These disciples had a desire to obey God, but obedi-

ence is more than outward act. It is the right action based on correct beliefs and 

motives. 

 Obedience from the heart is necessary before a person can be “made free 

from sin.” If a person goes through the motions of baptism, but is not made free 

from sin (i.e. lack of understanding, lack of belief, impure motives) then that person 

has not been baptized at all!  

 There must also be full cooperation on the part of the believer being bap-

tized. This is the “good conscience toward God..” in 1 Peter 3:21. God looks beyond 

the act of baptism and sees the repentance, or lack thereof, and dedication to living 

a faithful life. Baptism is not a physical cleaning, it is a soul cleaning. It must be un-

derstood that the water is not the cleaning agent, but the blood of Christ. Also in 

this passage there is the idea that baptism is the signing of a legal contract. A con-

tract between the one baptized and God. If one is not willing to submit to God after 

baptism, then there is no contract signed—even though there was physical bap-

tism. 

 The question then is, is it sinful to be baptized again “just to be sure?” Since 

it is impossible to go back in time and have a conversation with your less under-

standing self, one should prayerfully consider being baptized again. If there was 

sufficient understanding the first time—nothing has changed. If there was a lack of 

necessary understanding the first time—then one must be born again for the first 

time! “...work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil 1:12b). 

—BTH  

By The Numbers 

Attendance 5/15/16 

Bible Class: 50   A.M. Worship: 80 P.M. Worship: 51 

Contribution: 2,927.25  D. B. Readers: 15 Chapters read: 385 

Prayer Requests 

JD Carver has to be on oxygen. He has good days and bad days, health wise. Vera West  is still recovering 

from a fractured vertebrae in her lower back. Margaret Langston still needs someone to stay with her during 

the day.  Linda Boston continues to deal with family issues.  Phil Byrd’s mother is in hospice care and is not 

doing well at all. Gloria Emerick’s medications have been causing her some problems, keep her in your pray-

ers. She also is in Oregon until next month. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Linda Williams’  brother, Willie 

“Wayne” Pipkins, has been “bumped up” on the heart transplant list.  Sherri Parchman’s niece, Michaela 

Bennett, has terminal brain cancer, she is 19 and now in hospice. Venson Oliver is in Korea.  Sandra Pounds’ 

nephew, Joseph, was in a serious motorcycle accident and is recovering at home. Active military. Please 

keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area at a mo-

ments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis Salaz, Becky 

Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and Thelma Ad-

ams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and teachers. 

Special Recognition 

We congratulate Calvin Austin on his high school commencement. Since he was enrolled in the early college 

program he also graduated with his Associates’ Degree. We wish him all the best in life and have every confi-

dence in him. Calvin is a fine Christian man and will do well. Congratulations! 

Graduation Celebration: May 22nd after evening service to honor Calvin Austin. A table is set up in the foyer 

as well to give Calvin cards and gifts. Congratulations Class of 2016! 

5th Sunday evening Service: The young men will lead the service Sunday evening May 29th. 

Bible School Drill Down: Wednesday June 1st. Study! Study! Study!  

Men’s Planning Breakfast: Saturday June 4th. 9am-11am 

AP Camp: June 26-July 1. VBS: July 11-14 
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